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The Minister's Journal of Parish Methods 


THE DISCOVERY OF THE CHRIST 


Some of us have not found him yet. We may 
® JOHN ANDREW HOLMES, D. D. {] >=" join the company of shepherds and Magi 


OU are familiar with the story of how 

Y some local shepherds near the town of 

Bethlehem once found the baby Jesus and 
how some Magi from the distant east sought 
and found the same Babe. 

Those shepherds were ignorant men, who 
came clothed in coarse raiment. Those Magi 
on the contrary were very learned, and the 
apparel which they wore was rich and costly, 
but both groups found him whom they sought, 
and are typical of the hosts both of simple and 
of sophisticated people who have been seekers 
and finders of the Christ. 

Consider for instance the two outstanding 
apostles, Peter and Paul. Peter was only a 
fisherman, but after living with Jesus a while 
he discovered unaided who his great com- 
panion was and he declared his discovery in 
immortal words. “Thou are the Christ,” he 
said; ‘thou hast the words of eternal life.” In 
contrast, Paul was a scholar, but one day in a 
memorable experience he found his Master and 
was found by Him. Thenceforth it was the 
whole life of Paul to show people the Man who 
had remade him and who could remake them. 

Like those Judean shepherds, unlettered 
people of all times have received revelations 
from heaven, pointing the way to him who was 
(0 become their Saviour; and having laid their 
ayes upon Him, they have rejoiced and glori- 
ied God. Like those Eastern Magi, scholars 
and sages of all continents have been shown 
Jis star in the heavens, and having found Him 
hey have laid their choicest treasures at His 
eet. 

Many men have met Him in their pride, and 
ave been humbled; many have met Him in 
heir selfishness and hatred, and have re- 
eived from Him a sweeter spirit; many have 
net Him in their gross impurity, and He has 
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and go seeking and finding the Christ. I 


refined and cleansed them; many have met 
Him as they were chasing after pleasure, and 
He has shown them what real joy is. 


“They walked life’s path with an easy tread, 
And followed where pleasure and comfort led, 
Until by chance in a quiet place 

They met their Master face to face.” 


Some of us have not yet found Him. Per- 
haps after some unfortunate experience with 
a professed disciple of His, we have hastily 
conciuded that He has nothing more to give us 
than that disciple had accepted. But it may be 
that we have not been serious enough to find 
Him. Or possibly we have been afraid to meet 
Him lest He command us to follow Him. 

Whatever may be our reason or excuse, the 
most pathetic thing that there can be in a life 
is the fact that Christ is not in it. There is 
something which Jesus has and which He im- 
parts to them who come to know Him, without 
which we should be blind and lost, without 
which our lives would be hollow and without 
which the world would be better without us. 

Then what an opportunity to find Jesus at 
this Christmastide! Each may find Him for his 
own individual need—for his enlightenment, 
his reproof, his purification, his strengthening, 
his comfort. Some of us may find Him anew, 
for once we saw Him, but our fair vision of 
Him has faded. Some of us may find Him ina 
vision larger and clearer than ever. This is the 
best Christmas wish for us all, that we may 
join the company of the shepherds and the 
Magi, and go seeking and finding the Christ. 

However, we must not seek Him for our 
individual selves alone. It is given to us to 
look for Christ in a larger way and for a 
broader good. In one of the finest of those 
arresting sentences which have come to hang 
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like banners in our minds, we read that the 
reason why God gave His Son to the world is 
that “God so loved the world.” For the same 
reason His Son confirmed that gift, permitting 
Himself to be given. Where then should we 
expect to find Him if not out working for a 
better and happier world? 

We may see him struggling for justice and 
order; for joyful conditions of work and life; 
and above all amidst the ringing of the Christ- 
mas bells we may behold Him striving for what 
was heralded by the Christmas angels—peace 
on earth and good will to men. 

Jesus can never accept it as brotherly that 
men should actually impale one another on 
bayonets. The clear-eyed see Him today pro- 
tecting His commandment of love to all men as 
brothers against the brutal and ruthless hands 
of war; He is to be seen rescuing His sublime 
beatitudes from men who would trample them 
in war’s bloody mire. 

That we should see Him thus putting forth 
His gentle but mighty energies is essential to 
the triumph of peace. Not until his own peo- 
ple discern Him at the head of a divine move- 
ment toward peace may we hope that men will 
cease their mutual slaughter. 

Such discernment, I believe, is coming. It 
is my impression that never before has Jesus 
been envisaged as the Prince of Peace—not 
sentimentally, but actually—by so vast a mul- 
titude of His followers. One after another, in 
an impressive series have representative bodies 
of His disciples enthusiastically acknowledged 
His leadership against war, and what more 
cheering thought at this season than this, that 
more Christian hearts are yearning for peace 
today than at any previous Christmas in all 
the centuries? 

To this end, we are increasingly willing to 
look for Christ in such practical measures as 
seem to us as earnest enquirers to be likely 
to help bring peace. More and more are we 
recognizing that the world for which He was 
born is one; that races are members one of 
another; that even such things as debts and 
tariffs and imposed treaties may be readjusted 
to the life-necessities of sister nations; that 
through agreements, courts and constant con- 
ference the world may be organized for peace; 
that it is equally necessary to disorganize war 
by the reduction of armies which stand strain- 
ing at their leashes; and that peoples must 
build up love and understanding against those 
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moments of international tension when prop: 
ganda would fill them with hate and inci 
them to the atrocities, nay the atrocity of wa 
For this first half of the 20th Century, this 
the outstanding discovery of the Christ. 


There is a third discovery of Jesus which 
uniquely entitled to engage our thoughts < 
the Christmastides of the present epoch. W 
should be on the lookout individually and s 
cially to find Him in the persons of the dow 
and out. 

One of His own most vivid parables has t 
do with this important discovery. At the fin: 
judgment, He tells us, many will confess thi 
they have done nothing for Him, whereas as 
matter of fact whenever they have fed tk 
hungry or clothed the naked they have gaze 
with compassion on Him in His need. 


At this Christmas Jesus is to be found i 
whatever direction one looks, for He is inhal 
iting many bodies. He is trudging the stree 
as a pathetic host of the poverty-stricken. BH 
stands before us the multitudinous Christ wk 
is embodied in the poor. This Christ is out « 
work; this Christ is depleted in health ar 
strength; this Christ is without hope for tt 
morrow; this Christ is unable to pay His ren 
this Christ knows not where He may spend tl 
night. The foxes have holes, and the fowls « 
heavens have nests; but this Son of Man hat 
not where to lay His head. Then how blesse 
are those who discern the Lord in the bitin 
want of this Christmas season! 


Even so at the gate of heaven, in Edw; 
Markham’s poem. Ivan the watchman ws 
given to see him. Ivan was guarding the Kren 
lin when a half-naked beggar tottered pa 
him. In the biting cold of the night a broke 
ery issued from that heap of human miser 
Quickly Ivan tore off his own hairy coat ar 
wrapped the beggar in it. In the driftir 
snow of that terrible night the coatless wate 
man perished, but waking in the better lar 
he met the Lord coming out to welcome hit 
and lo! the Christ wore Ivan’s coat! Wonde 
ingly and softly he cried: 

“And where, dear Lord, found thou th 
coat of mine, 

A thing unfit for glory such as thine? 

Then the Lord answered, with a look . 
light, 

‘This coat, my son, you gave to me la 
rapes” 9? 


December, 1935 


The EXPOSITOR and HOMILETIC REVIEW 


Page 669 


® A LAYMAN 


| AM tired of being told, directly or by im- 
plication, that I ought to go to prayer 
meeting. I do go—about once in a year. My 

pastor thinks that is all too seldom. To me it 
seems quite frequent enough, all things con- 
sidered. Several hundred members of our 
church seemingly agree with me. Is it not 
possible there is something to be said for our 
side? 

Let it be understood at the start that I am 
a praying Christian. During the grey years 
since 1929 I have been recompensed for losses 
and disappointments by precious experiences 
growing out of an increasing reliance upon 
God’s promise to hear and answer prayer. Oh, 
yes, I pray—not because I ought, but because 
I must, as I must eat, to live. My disagree- 
ment is with the man who insists that I have 
an obligation to pray publicly, in a certain 
place, every Wednesday night. Why should I? 

The truth is, I cannot really pray in prayer 
meeting. Prayer is communion with God, and 
I never find God in the mid-week meeting. I 
am sure that others can, but I do not have a 
sense of His nearness there. The sound of my 
own and other voices when I want to listen to 
Him drowns out the silent prayer of my spirit. 

The Wednesday night meeting is a bore. 
Beginning with a fellowship supper does not 
make it less so. It lacks the dignity and uplift 
of a worship service. There is none of the 
hushed, spirit-filled atmosphere of a chapel 
where one drops to his knees and prays alone. 
The fidgety waiting for the saints to gather, 
the too-plainly pre-arranged remarks of the 
leader, the stilted, trite wording of prayers 
which have neither the beauty of ritual nor 
she spontaneity of the Publican’s cry: ‘Lord, 
ye merciful to me, a sinner,’ have no wings to 
year me to the throne of Grace. They only 
nake me sleepy. 

However, I can imagine a prayer meeting in 
vhich I might be an eager participant. It would 
»e held in a room dedicated to prayer, where 
listurbing sounds would be shut out as com- 
yletely as possible. There would be no piano, 
10 exposition of scriptures, no leader entreat- 
ng the rest to “use the time in prayer or tes- 
imony.” Suppliants would enter through cur- 
ains or noiseless doors, find chairs in irregular 
rrangement, and each would pray silently, in 
vhatever attitude of prayer he chose. At some 
ime during the evening the leader would give 
pportunity for witnessing, and for asking for 
he prayers of others. Then burdened hearts 
sould overflow. “Pray for my boy, that he 


HY PRAY IN MEETING? 


Yes, I pray—vnot because I ought, 
but because I must 


may be strong;” “for one who is ill;” “for our 
missionaries, that their work may be fruitful;” 
“for our government in a time of stress;” 
“Thank God with me for special blessings re- 
ceived.”’ At each request all heads would bow 
and silent prayers would be offered for the 
object suggested. There would be no benedic- 
tion—no watching of the clock for the time to 
say “amen.” Each would slip away quietly, 
without ceremony. 


What peace would descend upon the sup- 
pliants in such a meeting! What spiritual 
power would be generated to charge Christian 
lives. Would any pastor think of a prayer 
meeting like that in terms of the number 
present? 

I would like to go to church to pray. I would 
do so if there were a corner where no Board 
or Committee or Circle or Club would disturb 
my privacy. Is it significant of something in 
our modern life that the up-to-date church 
“plant” has a room for everything—cooking, 
eating, teaching, bowling, swimming—every- 
thing provided for but praying? The $100,000 
structure where I worship Sunday mornings 
and from which I stay away on Wednesday 
nights, would be the last place I would go for 
a quiet hour with my Lord. There is no corner 
where I could be sure of quiet. 

Yet I must pray. Sometimes the silent cry, 
“Help, Lord, or I perish,” is not sufficient. I 
must have a half hour of spiritual refreshment 
if I am to finish the day sweetly and creditably. 
Let my pastor and the pastors of other 
churches competing with the restaurant and 
recreation center ponder this fact: I know a 
place where I can go for that quiet half hour. 
It is not in a church. 

High over the streets, in a bank building, 
but many floors above the bank, is a room as 
restful to my spirit as a forest pool. Only a 
smile from the attendant greets me. No word 
is spoken. Clean, harmonious furnishings 
sooth me like velvet cushions. In whatever 
chair I sit, I find an open Bible before me. 
Every occupant in the room is either reading 
the Word or meditating with serene face 
turned toward the distant hills seen above and 
beyond the city’s smoke. 

Here I pray. There is no feeling of petitions 
bouncing back from the ceiling in this place. 
The atmosphere is exhilarating with the pray- 
ers being offered. I shed my worries like a 
coat and come away with “quietness and as- 
surance” to finish my day with chin up. 
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Every week-day that room is sought by 
scores of men and women who feel the need of 
soul refreshment. Many of them, like myself, 
are not adherents of the particular sect which 
sponsors the place. They come, as I do, be- 
cause it is the only place they know where 
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they are sure to find quiet and peace. 

Will a day come when our churches wi 
offer a similar opportunity? I trust it wil 
However that may be, I cannot and will nc 
pray aloud in “meeting.” I am tired of bein 
told I ought to go to prayer meeting. 


THE DOUBTER’S DIALOGUE 


e CLARENCE EDWARD MACARTNEY 


Doubter: Two Gospels and St. Paul say ~ 
Nothing about it, and Joseph is spoken of as | 


the father of Jesus. ] 


THE VIRGIN BIRTH 


the invitation of the shepherds and go 

even to Bethlehem. Coming out of the 
Jaffa Gate, I see the ships of the desert passing 
with their heavy burdens. Flocks and herds 
are pressing in against the wall trying to take 
refuge in its shadow from the burning heat. 
I can see far to the left the monntains of 
Moab, beyond the Jordan. Now I turn a little 
to the right, going down into the valley and 
then up the hill on the other side, passing on 
the right the fine new Scottish Church, built 
as a memorial to Scottish soldiers who fell in 
the World War in the campaign for the liber- 
ation of the Holy Land. 

“You are going to Bethlehem, I suppose.”’ 

“Yes, and since it is four miles, I will be 
glad to have you go with me.”’ 

“Are you from the states?” 

“Ves, from Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.” 

“T know it well. I have many friends there. 
I was in Pittsburgh when George Washington 
visited its site in 1753.” 

“Washington? 1753? What do you mean? 
You do not look to be much older than I 
anale 

“Before Abraham was I am.” 

“You amaze me! Abraham?” 

“Yes. I am the Spirit of Universal Doubt. 
I appeared in the world as soon as man ap- 
peared. It was I who said to the woman in 
the Garden of Eden, Hath God said? Ever 
since, I have been asking that question, to- 
gether with another, Hath God done this? 
With those two questions, I make war on 
faith. 

Believer: ‘‘Why then have you come to 
this ancient and half-forsaken land? Why do 
you not attack faith in the great nations and 


Sie. it is near to Christmas, I shall accept 


Believer: He was conceived of the Holy 
Ghost and born of the Virgin Mary. 


in the great centers of the world’s wisdom an 
power?” 

Spirit of Doubt: “I come to this land bs 
cause hither come believers from all parts 
the earth, to bow at the shrines of their fait! 
where the alleged facts of revelation an 
Christian history and hope took place. It 
like drying up a stream, you see, at its source. 

Believer: “‘And thou thinkest to shake m 
faith in Christ?” 

Spirit of Doubt: ‘“‘That is my aim.” 

Believer: “‘Sawest thou me yesterday at tl 
Holy Sepulchre, and the place where the 
crucified Him, or last night at Gethsemar 
and the Mount of Olives, and early on tk 
morning of the day before on the banks « 
the Jordan?” 

Spirit of Doubt. “I did.” 

Believer: ‘Why then did you not attac 
me there, and try to shake my faith in tt 
great facts of Christ’s agony and death an 
resurrection and ascension?” 

Spirit of Doubt: “I care not what you b 
lieve about the doctrines associated with tho 
places, His death, Resurrection, and Asce! 
sion, if only I can make you doubt the mirac 
of the birth and incarnation.” 

Believer: ‘Explain.’ 

Spirit of Doubt: ‘My deluded victims wl 
deny and doubt this first fact of Christian hi 
tory, though they may say that they still b 
lieve in the Atonement, Resurrection, and A 
cension, nevertheless, hold those beliefs in 
way which gives me no anxiety. The axe h: 
been laid to the root of the tree of their fait 
when they deny the supernatural birth of Hi 
Whom they call their God.” 

Believer: ‘How is this?” 

Spirit of Doubt: “The miracle of tl 
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Atonement and that of the Resurrection are 
the miracles of the redemptive acts and works 
of Christ; but this is the miracle of His person. 
What He did, the value and importance of it 
depends altogether, you see, upon who He 
was.” 


Believer: ‘What you mean, then, is this: 
that if men deny the supernatural birth of 
Christ that denial casts a shadow on His per- 
son, His being, and that in turn reduces the 
value of what He did?” 


Spirit of Doubt: “Thou has rightly guessed. 
Thou has a logical mind, and I am hopeful that 
shall make thee a powerful agent and minister 
of the fellowship of doubt.” 

Believer: ‘What structure is this with 
the rounded dome which we are passing?” 

Spirit of Doubt: “The supposed tomb of 
Rachel.” 

Believer: ‘‘Well do I remember the story of 
her death; how she called her son Benjamin, 
and how Jacob buried her on this spot. It 
was the earthly ending of the Bible’s greatest 
love story, and when cruel Herod slew the 
innocents, the mourning mothers thought they 
heard their ancestress Rachel weeping here 
with them over her children.” 

Spirit of Doubt: ‘In the mountains near 
thy city there is a replica of this tomb, open 
equally to Protestant and Catholic forms of 
the Christian superstition. Hast thou seen it?” 

Believer: ‘‘ I have not seen it, but I know 
that such a place of worship exists.” 

Spirit of Doubt: “So the superstition is 
2arried over the world.” 

Believer: ‘Dost thou doubt that this is 
she place where Rachel died and was buried?” 

Spirit of Doubt: ‘Yes; or that Jacob and 
Rachel ever lived. These are but the myths 
and folk lore of an ancient people.” 

Believer: “But beautiful myth and folk 
ore, Spirit of Doubt. In fact, too beautiful, 
he story of Jacob and Rachel, to have been 
gut a myth. I fear thy heart is as parched 
und barren as these dusty fields through which 


ve pass.” - 
Spirit of Doubt: “Now we are entering 
Bethlehem.” 
Believer: ‘Bethlehem! where Ruth gleaned 


n the fields of Boaz, and where David said, O 
hat one would give me to drink of the water 
ut of the well of Bethlehem that is by the 
rate. And yonder black and ancient church, 
an that be the church of the Nativity?” 
Spirit of Doubt: “The same. The first 
nonument reared to the Christian supersti- 
ion.” 
FBeliever: “Yes, Doubter, but not the last. 
These importuning guides, shall we take one 
f them with us?” “2 
Spirit of Doubt: ‘No, I am familiar with 
very inch of the church.” 
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Believer: ‘And this is the church built by 
Helena, the mother of Constantine?” 

Spirit of Doubt: ‘The same. She was a 
queen of superstition and picked out most of 
the holy places over which the shrines now 
stand.” 


Believer: ‘My soul is filled with awe and 
wonder standing under the roof of this church. 
Here Christian worship began. Here Christ 
was first adored on earth by the shepherds and 
the wise men. Standing here, I see buildings 
of every type and description where men of 
every race and tongue give glory to God be- 
cause of Christ. Hail, sacred place, fountain 
of worship, whence flowed the healing streams 
of devotion and of praise throughout all the 
world.” 

Doubter: “TI know well they feelings. Many 
like thee have walked beneath this nave with 
me, but when they went away it was with 
different feeling. Here, let us turn to the 
right and go down these stone stairs into the 
grotto.” 

Believer: ‘Slowly, thou Spirit of Doubt. 
The steps are steep, and after the fierce glare 
of the world outside, I see but dimly in this 
gloom.” 

Spirit of Doubt: 
ening of thy faith.” 

Believer: “Those kneeling figures with the 
candles in their right hands, and clad in brown 
robes, who are they?” 

Spirit of Doubt: “These are the Francis- 
cans, chosen leaders among the hosts of super- 
stition.” 

Believer: “Superstition or not, I like the 
echo, the deep monotone, of their vesper chant. 
The Moslems I saw kneeling towards Mecca; 
but why in this direction do these men kneel?” 

Spirit of Doubt: “Look, Believer; yonder is 
the manger, the niche hewn out in the rock; 
not a manger as thou thinkest of it in thy 
western world, but common enough in this 
land of the East. These monks are praying 
towards their Mecca, towards the cradle mang- 
er, for that was the cradle of their faith. 
But for many another, and for thee, too, be- 
fore thou leavest this place, it will be not the 
cradle, but the grave of faith.” 

Believer: ‘‘The long walk from Jerusalem 
has wearied me. Let me sit here on this stone 
step where I can see the candles burning over 
the cradle manger and meditate upon that 
great day when Christ was born.” 

Spirt of Doubt: “Yes, sit here and medi- 
tate, and doubt. Thou seemest to be greatly 


“A prophecy of the dark- 


moved.” 
Believer: “I am.” 
Spirit of Doubt: “Why?” 
Believer: ‘“‘Here the Son of God became 


man for our salvation.” 
Spirit of Doubt: “God? and God’s Son?” 
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Believer: ‘‘Yes, the Son of God.” 

Spirit of Doubt: “How many sons has 
God?” 

Believer: 


Son.” 
Spirit of Doubt: “If God had a son then, 


whose son was God?” 
Believer: ‘God is the Eternal Father, 


without beginning or ending of days.” 
Spirit of Doubt: ‘Then the Son, was he 


Eternal, too?” 


“One only—His Only Begotten 


Believer: ‘His Eternal Son.” 

Spirit of Doubt: ‘But how could a Son be 
Eternal?” 

Believer: “He was eternally begotten. This 


is a revealed fact; but how, that is God’s mys- 
tery.”’ 

Spirit of Doubt: “Unhappy believer, soon 
to be stripped of thy faith; thou canst not 
answer my questions about God’s Son before 
His alleged Incarnation. How, then, wilt thou 
explain the facts of His supposed miraculous 
birth into this world?” 

Believer: “I explain nothing. Neither canst 
thou. But I believe.” 

Spirit of Doubt: “What?” 

Believer: ‘‘That He was conceived of the 
Holy Ghost and born of the Virgin Mary.” 

Spirit of Doubt: ‘‘He had no father, then, 
as thou hadst?” 

Believer: ‘‘No.” 

Spirit of Doubt: “But what of Joseph? Is 
he not spoken of as the father of Jesus? Did 
His mother not say to Jesus when He was a 
boy, when He was lost on the way back to 
Jerusalem, ‘Thy father and I have sought Thee 
sorrowing?’ Is He not spoken of as Jesus the 
son of Joseph?” 

Believer: “‘This I know full well. The peo- 
ple who so spoke of Joseph and Jesus, most of 
them knew no differently.” 

Spirit of Doubt: “But what of the evangel- 
ists, inspired, as thou sayest? They are the 
ones who record these references.” 

Believer: “‘Yes. But they reflect in their 
narrative the common thought of the people, 
who looked upon Joseph as the father of 
Jesus.” 

Spirit of Doubt: “But His mother? She 
said, Thy father and I—She must have known 
if Joseph was not His father.” 

Believer: “‘She did. But as there were other 
sons, the most natural reference was, ‘Thy 
father.’ It would have been strange if Mary 
had said to Jesus, ‘Joseph and I have sought 
Thee sorrowing.’ Then, it is very significant 
that the Gospels nowhere definitely say that 
Joseph was the father of Jesus. In fact, the 
absence of such a statement, is most remark- 
able. When Matthew, for example, tells of 
the flight into Egypt, he says that the angel 
said to Joseph, Arise and take the young Child, 
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and His mother, and flee into Egypt. T 
phrase, and His mother, is unusual. If it we 
only a human relationship, the more natu! 
expression would have been, ‘Arise, take T 
young Child and thy wife, and flee into Egypt 

Spirit of Doubt: “Hast thou read the gel 
alogies?”’ 

Believer: “I have.” 

Spirit of Doubt: ‘Hast thou noted that th 
trace the lines of descent through Jose} 
rather than Mary?” 

Believer: ‘“‘That I have, and pondered oft 
about it. Since Joseph was the formal a 
legal father of Jesus, perhaps that is why ] 
descent is given instead of Mary’s. Yet the 
are two things which one must always reme 
ber about these genealogies.” 

Spirit of Doubt: ‘‘What are they?” 

Believer: ‘First of all, that the men w 
put these tables in the Gospels are the ve 
ones who relate the miraculous birth of Jest 
and second, the fact that Matthew when 
comes in his table to Joseph says, Jacob beg 
Joseph, the husband of Mary, of whom, t 
feminine, not the masculine pronoun, was bo 
Jesus! And Luke says, Jesus began to be abc 
thirty years of age, being as was supposed, t 
Son of Joseph. And second, that they saw 
inconsistency or contradiction in the tables a 
in the narratives of the Virgin Birth.” 

Spirit of Doubt: “You say He was conceiv 
by the Holy Ghost.” 

Believer: ‘Yes.’ 

Spirit of Doubt: “But if born of a moth 
why would it make any difference if thro 
the agency of a father, too.” 

Believer: “Because thus being born He 
free of the taint of original sin. He is trv 
man, but sinless.”’ 

Spirit of Doubt: “Why would having 
father, or not having a father, affect His s: 
lessness? You do not believe do you, for I ta 
it you are a Protestant and not a Catholic, 
the Immaculate Conception of His moth 
also?” 

Believer: “No. But coming into the woz 
without human generation, Christ was f1 
from sin.” 

Spirit of Doubt: “Has any other man coz 
into the world in that way with a true boc 
and yet without the generation of an eart 
father?” 

Believer: “No. Jesus was spiritually beg 
ten; the God Man.”’ 

Spirit of Doubt: “Art thou familiar w- 
the legends and myths of the ancient world” 

Believer: “Toa degree, I am.” 

Spirit of Doubt: “Dost thou not know th 
that stories of miraculous birth were told abe 
Buddha and Zoroaster and Pythagorus a: 
Plato and Augustus Caesar?” 

(See page 712) 
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© REV. WILLIAM L. HUNTSMAN Many Churches are afraid to trust God working 


an account of a Christmas pageant, 

which had but recently been presented. 
The article was aglow with praise. It spoke of 
the crowded auditorium, and gave a list of the 
performers. Following this list, was another, 
noting those in charge, and those who held the 
leading roles. There was Mr. John Doe, the 
well-known actor-director, who had been se- 
cured after much persuasion, to direct the 
pageant. Then there was Mr. John Smith, who 
had finally consented to arrange the stage 
settings. Mr. Smith took time from his stage 
work at the Cameo Theater to do this work. 
Mrs. George Jones, once a well-known actress 
on Broadway, had arranged the costumes, and 
Mr. Fred Brown, a man with tested talent in 
stage lighting had been procured to light the 
scenes. Those who had held the lead parts 
were often mentioned successes in semi-pro- 
fessional theatricals. Inquiry revealed the fact 
that fifty dollars had been spent to secure the 
services of a few of these experts. But one 
could easily gather from the article that the 
affair had been a finished production. The 
minister of that Church had reason to be 
“ouffed up” with pride, if dominies are allowed 
that little bit of wordliness. 


But I wonder, if, way down deep in the rea- 
soning of things, this minister had a right to 
feel “puffed up?” It is true that the story had 
been presented to that large audience in a 
most acceptacle and impressive manner. It is 
also true that it was as nearly a flawless pro- 
duction as the somewhat limited facilities of 
the stage in the Church building would permit. 
True, the rehearsals had been most friendly 
and pleasant. Of course, the children in the 
east had attended but two, just to get their 
places, and to know how to march through the 
aisles. Thus were those who had the important 
parts able to do their work without the annoy- 
ance of tustling feet, and embarrassed giggles, 
and forgetful, clumsy adolescents. But I won- 
der, had that minister seated himself in the 
quiet of the study to weigh the value of the 
affair, after it was all over, but the congratu- 
lations, if he would have been quite satisfied? 


There is an insidious disease, which has 
always been present in some Churches, and is 


N= so long ago, I read in the newspaper, 


in the lives of amateurs. 


swiftly creeping into many another. It is the 
disease which I should like to call “‘expertitis.” 
We, as ministers, all of us, have been bitten by 
the germ-carrier at one time or another. All 
of us have experienced times when, because of 
the lack of resistance in our better reason, the 
disease has taken a somewhat firm grip on us. 
But, and I wish to emphasize this, we must 
build up all the resistance that is humanly and 
divinely possible against this. This disease will 
sieze upon congregations, stunting their 
growth, sucking out their life blood, and blunt- 
ing their religious sense of values. This is put- 
ting it rather stiffly, and with great emphasis, 
but I challenge these who are eager for spirit- 
ual success in their congregations, to think this 
through. 

There are few, who can appreciate a finished, 
well-presented play, more than I. But, should 
not the Church be more interested in the ex- 
pressional religion of its people than in a pro- 
fessional presentation. There are few who 
can find so much real enjoyment in the music 
of a well-drilled chorus, made up of trained 
voices, as I, but should not the Church be more 
interested in the volunteer consecration of 
members in the ministry of music, than in the 
masterly presentation of sacred selections by 
hired, trained choristers? There is no one 
whose gastronomical pleasure is heightened by 
well-prepared, beautifully served food, un- 
spoiled by mechanical and temperamental dif- 
ficulties, more than mine, but should not the 
Church be more interested in the sacrificial, 
but enjoyment-humming work of the Ladies’ 
Aid, than in lining the pockets of the Elite 
Catering Co., Inc.? We could multiply the 
places where the “expertitis’ germs begin 
their work. Mailing letters, and addressing 
them, ushering and receiving the offering, bell 
ringing and class-room cleaning—all are places 
of entry for them. And once they get a firm 
hold, they are mighty hard to uproot. 

A working member is an interested mem- 
ber. Consecration can out-perform the best 
actor in soul-winning. God moves in a mysteri- 
ous way, His wonders to perform. But I be- 
lieve that many chuches are afraid to trust 
God working in the lives of halting and 
stumbling amateurs. Is it not because of the 
work of the insidious little germ “‘expertitis?” 


Wp ote Gr 


The Heavens Still Declare 

HE Scientist, the Doctor, the Consul and 
AR shall, no doubt, be out of the wilderness 

before Christmas yet when the copy for 
the December issue of your magazine goes to 
the printer, we shall be deep in Mexican wilds, 
packing day after day in the saddles over 
trails not known to whites and sleeping on the 
ground in the fitful glow of crackling pitch 
fire, while all about us are endless and in- 
triguing ruins of an unknown race of men, 
long gone, which came and departed leaving 
nothing more specific of their story for the 
memory of men than the obvious fact of their 
one-time presence and occupation. 

As has happened before I shall crawl early 
into the depths of a woolen sleeping bag, there 
to gaze in abiding delight at a heaven thronged 
with stars of such number and brilliance as to 
force a declaration of the glory of God. There 
the firmament will show His handiwork and 
best of all there will be time and opportunity 
as well as inclination to be consciously aware 
of the fact. 

And as I lie and feast upon the star-studded 
expanse, I shall think again, as those distant 
heavens have made me think before, of the 
one star of all stars and I shall feel some con- 
cern that we permit that star to grow increas- 
ingly dim and permit lesser galaxies of passing 
gleam to claim our attention. 

While it was the humble keepers of the flocks 
who were first moved by the star, forget not 
for a moment that it drew also the wise men 
with their gifts. So has it been through the 
ages. So shall it be now, as it again bursts in 
full glory for eyes which still are lifted up. 
He who is wise, today, is he who is drawn. If 
we be wise that same star shall be our song and 
our joy. If we be wise, this Christmastide, 
others will hear our song—others feel our joys. 
They will see the star in the east and come to 
worship Him. 


Of recent years we have circled Bethlehem 
and watched from a “safe, conservative” dis- 
tance the drama being enacted there. Some 
few of us have actually entered only to with- 
draw after having wrapped the Babe in swad- 
dling clothes to the point where He, Himself, 
has been obscured. 


The world needs the Babe today if it ever did. 
The star in the east will shine with all the 


glory it ever knew. The Angelic Host will caro 
again, and the earth will be filled with its gla 
refrain of ‘Glory to God,’’ of “Peace o1 
Earth,” of “Good Will among Men.” But Glor: 
to God and Peace upon Earth and Good Wil 
among Men do not come in actuality by any 
singing of it, though that singing be Angelic 
It would have been here generations ago bu 
for the human heart and its failings. 


As the star shines over Bethlehem, so mus 
it shine over and into the individual heart o: 
man and to us of the pulpit comes again th 
opportunity, the obligation to point to tha 
star and to that Babe. They are the story o: 
Christmas. Nothing else is. Though our spiri 
be the humble one of a keeper of sheep, ou: 
wisdom may be that of the wise men of al 
generations. If it is, ours will be a blessec 


Christmas! WG 


The Season of Kindness 


HEN you think back through the years 
who are the men and women you deligh 


most to remember? Are they the wises 
you have known, the most powerful, most suc 
cessful, most just, or the most kind? Surely i 
is the face of kindness that comes back to uw: 
most warmly as we recall the past. Kind mer 
have the glow of God on their faces. We knov 
their faults, but their glory does not fade. 


The Bible has much to say of the loving 
kindness of God. In the Psalms alone this gen 
tle attribute of the Divine is celebrated some 
twenty-five times. So it is appropriate that the 
birthday of Him who came to reveal the image 
of God should be remembered with a festiva 
of unrestrained, unthrifty and uncalculatings 
kindness. 


We need this annual revival because there i 
so much to make us forget our neighbor. We 
become interested in business, in books, in art 
even in “humanity,” and we tend to forget the 
actual men and women about us. Now come 
the day when we must remember. There i 
nothing more cleansing to our selfish heart 
than the panic of generosity which seizes us a 
Christmas time. 

There is more need about us this year thar 
there has been for some time past. Don’t kee] 
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Dhristmas confined to your own house. Reach 
ut and touch some life with kindness. Don’t 
lo it only through the channels of organized 
tharity. Cooperate with these agencies, but do 
ome of the work yourself. With the poor 
ind needy, charity is just next door; with the 
yrosperous it tends to remove farther and 
arther away and at last becomes a thing to be 
atisfied with the writing of a check. 

With all your giving, give something of 
hought, something of love, something of your- 
elf. Then in years to come, someone will 
hink back and remember you.—Alvin E. 
agary. 


‘Black-Spot’’ 


E HAVE it on excellent authority that 
W there are sermons in stones—and why 

not in gardens. Take ‘‘Black-spot” for 
xample. Anyone who knows the first princi- 
les of growing roses should be ashamed to 
ind that text in his own rosebed for it can be 
ontrolled. This particular amateur grew care- 
ass toward the end of summer, put off getting 
nd using Rose-aid and now (the end of Sep- 
ember) contemplates with a sad and futile re- 
entence too many leafless canes, ill-furnished 
or a struggle with a northern winter. I doubt 
f they get through alive and if they do, they 
rill do precious little blooming next June— 
nd all because of Black-spot. 


It is a fungus growth which takes the leaves 
ne by one, works from the center out, yellows 
hem first, blackens them next, destroys their 
ving tissues, turns them to crumbling webs, 
saves the bushes bare and breathless. I sup- 
ose it attacks and feeds upon the chlorophylle, 
aat marvelous green agent which carries on 
1e commerce of vital exchange between all 
arth-rooted things and air and sunlight, and 
oes it leaf by leaf, grass blade by grass blade. 
hus all plant life lives or dies; leaf by leaf, 
rass blade by grass blade. 

There should be all sorts of analogies in 
at. Analogy preaching always needs watch- 
ig. It may be forced, over-ingenious, unreal, 
ir too precise and mistake an anology for a 
amonstration, but at its best it is suggestive, 
does illustrate, it appeals to the imagination 
1d it is supported by some deep unity which 
es up a man’s life and the grasses of the field 
one bundle. Here, for example, by analogy, 

the significance of the individual—now so 
ccessively ignored. Plant health is leaf health 
ciety health is individual soul-health. Watch 
r infection spots—in imagination, purpose, 
fluence and example; fear is a black-spot, a 


The EXPOSITOR and HOMILETIC REVIEW 


Page 675 


lie is a black-spot, evil desire, the neglecting 
and putting off of any proper duty (that’s why 
my roses got Black-spot), bad company 
(there’s a child’s sermon here). 

The infected bushes were too much in the 
shade, under an elm tree whose leaves were 
infected. The real cure would be to move the 
bed though one should not forget the defenses. 
The preacher can make what list he pleases. It 
will certainly include the antiseptic, life- 
giving power of the Christian gospel and he 
will find Phillipians 4:8 and 9 a good text, 
among many others. Those who live in the sun- 
light of such thoughts and deeds as are there 
urged are not likely to contact either mental 
or spiritual Black-spot. Incidentally, a 
preacher may wisely watch his own sermons 
for signs of it. It is as bad for sermons as for 
rosebushes.—Gaius Glenn Atkins. 


A Few Words From the Pastor 


1. Jesus never asked, “Are you a Fundamen- 
tal or a Modernist?” but “Lovest Thou 
Me?” 


2. Some people want more money so they can 
help God, while others want God’s help so 
they can make more money. 


3. Some moderns argue any side of a moral 
question with equal cleverness and become 
like that character on the stage who said, 
“T am so broad-minded that I do not know 
right from wrong.” 


4. Whether he be young or old, it is tragic 
when a man knows what other people think, 
but does not know what he thinks himself. 


5. Sins of the mind can: be so much more 
subtly dangerous than sins of the body. 


6. A New York preacher says, “All around us 
here in New York we see families where if 
the father and mother would straighten up, 
aye, sober up, there would be little to 
worry about among the children.” 


—Charles F. Banning. 


DRAMA and PAGEANTRY 


Age 
SIMEON’S DESIRE FULFILLED 


® Vivian E. Bailes 


PAGEANT or series of pantomimes in six scenes, very easy to produce on Christme 


A eve or Christmas Sunday night. 
sings throughout production. 


offstage presents certain scriptures at intervals. L 
All scripture references should be read in full for verse 


quote Scripture from memory also. 


Rose, amber, and blue footlights are needed. 


A hidden choir sings old Christmas carols and late 


A reade 
Some of the characters in the productic 


designated, as only opening and closing phrases are here printed for brevity. 


Scene I 
CHARACTERS 

Simeon, elderly man clothed as Oriental 
prophet, good speaking voice. 

An Angel Chorus of ten or twelve women or 
girls dressed in angel costumes. 

Simeon (seated on a low stool, center front, 
reading from a scroll, footlights amber). (Read 
Isa. 9:1-2.) “But there shall be no gloom . 
hath the light shined.” (Read also Isa. 9:6.) 
“For unto us a child is born . . . Wonderful, 
Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace.” (Read also Isa. 7:14.) 


“Therefore the Lord himself will give... . 
call his name Immanuel.” (Also Isa. 40:9-11.) 


“OQ Thou that tellest good tidings . .. his 
bosom, and will gently lead those that have 
their young.” (Read also Isa. 53:3-5.) 


“He was despised, and rejected ... was upon 
him; and with his stripes we are healed.” 


(Simeon is silent for a moment, then he 
speaks): “It must surely be that the prophet 
speaks of the Messiah who is to come. Oh, we 
have waited so long for the Christ. Thy people 
ery out for release, O God. How long must we 
wait for the coming of Immanuel? I am an old 
man. For many years I have watched for thy 
coming, Lord. (He drops to his knees.) Jeho- 
vah, if it be thy will do not let thy servant 
depart until mine eyes have seen thy salvation, 
the glory of all Israel.” 


(Simeon kneels in listening attitude for sing- 
ing of “Come Thou Almighty King” by angel 
chorus in background, verses 1, 2, and 4, then 
rises, stretches forth arms and says): “Byven 
so, come Lord Jesus.” 


(Angel chorus moves forward slowly, in 
front of Simeon and the curtain. As the cur- 
tain closes behind them, they sing “Watchman, 
Tell Us of the Night.” A solo voice sings ques- 
tions while others sing the answer.) 


Scene II 
CHARACTERS 
Mary, young woman dressed as artist’s m 
donna. 
An Angel Spokesman. 
(Mary seated on stool reading from a scroll 


Reader (offstage): “Now in the sixth mon’ 
the angel Gabriel was sent from God unto 
city of Galilee, named Nazareth, to a virgin b 
trothed to a man whose name was Joseph, « 
the house of David; and the virgin’s name wz 
Mary.” 

(Enter angel. Mary kneels and covers fa: 
with her veil on seeing angel.) 


Angel: “Hail, thou art highly favored, tl 
Lord is with thee. Fear not, Mary (Mary rais 
her head and looks at the angel) for thou ha 
found favor with God. And behold thou sha 
bring forth a Son, and shalt call his nan 
Jesus. He shall be great, and shall be calle 
the Son of the Most High: and the Lord Gc 
shall give unto him the throne of his fath« 
David; and he shall reign over the house « 
Jacob forever; and of his kingdom there she 
be no end. The Holy Spirit shall come upc 
thee, and the power of the Most High she 
overshadow thee: wherefore also the ho 
thing which is begotten shall be called the Sc 
of God. For no word from God shall be void « 
power.” 


(Exit angel. Mary arises and with head v 
and eyes raised toward heaven recites the Ma. 
nificat, Luke 1:46-55, slowly and distinctly.) 

(Soft music is played by the orchestra, tl 
Doxology, as the curtain closes. Rose foot igh 
are suggested.) 

Scene III 
CHARACTERS 
Angel Chorus. 

(Hidden chorus sings between scenes o1 

stanza of “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear 
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Pianist plays softly “O Little Town of Bethle- 
hem” as reader recites.) 

Reader (offstage reads reference in full, Luke 
2:1-5): “Now it came to pass... enroll himself 
with Mary, who was betrothed to him.” 

(Curtain opens upon angel chorus, standing 
sidewise to the audience and facing one another, 
five on each side. Each has right hand out- 
stretched toward the scenery of the town of 
Bethlehem which hangs at the back of stage, 
footlights blue.) 

(Angel chorus sings “O Little Town of Beth- 
lehem.’’) 

Curtain. 

Scene IV 


CHARACTERS: (for Scenes IV and V) 

Three Shepherds, young men dressed in poor 
Oriental garb. 

Angel Chorus. 

Angel Spokesman. 

Angel Vocal Trio. 

Mary. 

Joseph. 

(Curtain arises upon three shepherds reclin- 
ing around campfire in the gloom, footlights 
blue.) 

Reader (offstage): Luke 2:8: 
were shepherds .. .” 

(Enter angels as bright spotlight is thrown 
upon them. One steps forward and speaks. 
Shepherds crouch on ground, hiding faces.) 

Angel: Luke 8:10-12: “Be not afraid; ... 
and lying in a manger.” 

(Angel chorus steps forward and sings 
“Hark the Herald Angels Sing.” During the 
singing the shepherds look up and assume a 
listening, prayerful attitude. The angels exit 
at close of song.) 

Reader (offstage): Luke 8:15: “And it came 
to pass... which the Lord hath made known 
unto us.” 

(Shepherds arise and motion to each other 
as they leave the stage. Curtain. Angel chorus 


“And there 


sings “While Shepherds Watched Their 
Flocks,” hidden behind curtain.) 
Scene V 


(Curtain opens upon Mary sitting by the 
eradle of the baby Jesus. Joseph stands behind 
her. The angel chorus stands in the back- 
ground. Footlights rose. Mary sings a lullaby 
to the baby. Any good lullaby may be used. We 
used “A Christmas Lullaby” by Mary Eliza- 
beth Colman found in the “Woman’s Home Com- 
panion for December, 1934. At the conclusion 
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of the solo the angel chorus sings in the back- 
ground “Silent Night, Holy Night.” At the 
close of the song the shepherds enter and lay 
their gifts at the feet of the baby, Jesus. They 
stand around the crib as the reader recites.) 

Reader (offstage): Luke 8:16-18: “And 
they came with haste, and found both Mary... 
even as it was spoken unto them.” 

(Angel chorus sings “Star of the Hast” as 
the shepherds slowly leave the stage. At conclu- 
sion of song a trio of angels step forward from 
the background and form a semi-circle just be- 
hind the crib and sing “The Infant, Jesus, Lord 
of All” by Nicola A. Montani, or any other trio 
number for women’s voices could be used. Cur- 
tain.) 


Scene VI 

(Violin solo, “The Holy City,” is played dur- 
ing intermission between Scenes V and VI. 
This is an excellent time to take the offering of 
the evening. The lights cf the auditorium 
should still be dimmed. At conclusion of the solo 
the Reader recites full Scripture reference 
given.) 

Reader (offstage): Luke 2:25-27: “And be- 
hold, there was a man in Jerusalem whose 
name was Simeon; ... that they might do con- 
cerning him after the custom of the law.” 

(Curtain opens revealing Simeon standing in 
the center of the stage holding the baby Jesus 
in his arms. Mary and Joseph stand on each 
side of Simeon, footlights amber.) 

Simeon: 

Now lettest thou thy servant depart, Lord, 

According to thy word, in peace: 

For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, 

Which thou hast prepared before the face of 
all peoples; 

A light for revelation to the Gentiles, 

And the glory of thy people Israel. 

(Hidden angel chorus sings one stanza of “Joy 

to the World.” At the close of the singing 

Simeon speaks to Mary.) 

Simeon: Luke 2:34: “Behold, this child is 
set for the falling ... that thoughts out of 
many hearts may be revealed.” 

(Pianist plays softly as angels, shepherds 
enter stage and form a semi-circle in the back- 
ground. Simeon holds the baby while Mary and 
Joseph look tenderly toward the baby and 
Simeon. Chorus and shepherds sing “Oh, Come 
All Ye Faithful.”) 

Benediction is pronounced by Simeon as song 
ends. 
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QUESTIONS ON DISCIPLE WINNINC 


CHRISTIAN F. REISNER 


What Will I Do About Faultfinders in My 
Church? 

Bishop Quayle once reminded us: “We 
criticize our people at least twice a Sunday in 
our sermons; why should we object if they 
retaliate once in a while.’”’ Preachers are 
naturally sensitive. We are hurt when faults 
are pointed out. That is unfortunate. We 
might improve if humble and patient. If un- 
fair we can show the grace of self-control. A 
nurse once complained to a Christian physi- 
cian concerning the “rough” treatment she 
received. She was startled when the Doctor 
responded, ‘Thank God for that.” And ex- 
plained, ‘““When a vessel is jarred it spills 
what is inside. A Godless man swears, a disci- 
ple smiles.” There is here an opportunity to 
exhibit the spirit of the indwelling Christ. 
He answered not a word under most har- 
rassing charges. Covet constructive criticism. 
Have a box where unsigned complaints can 
be dropped. Possibly bring some of them be- 
fore a select committee. 

e@ 


What Do You Think of Various Kinds of 
Pledges? 

I met an older business man recently who 
read the Bible in five languages. He made it 
his hobby. It began years ago when he took a 
pledge to read the Bible daily. The Cokesbury 
Press prints a very helpful quarterly with a 
brief devotional aid for every day written by 
varied religious leaders. It is called ‘“‘The 
Upper Room” and sells for only 5 cents. Re- 
cently a group of my young people pledged to 
use this every morning before leaving the 
room. Rev. Dr. Bonnell, the new pastor of 
the Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Church in New 
York, told me recently that he started “The 
Morning Watch” when a young man and still 
keeps it up. Many churches greatly increase 
attendance by a signed promise. Rev. Dr. 
George MacDonald of Tremont Methodist 
Episcopal Church in New York told me that on 
his Rally Sunday out of an audience of 317 
there were 308 signatures to a pledge of those 
who would attend at least once a Sunday until 
Easter. 

@ 
Please Suggest a Few Programs for Sunday 
Night. 

This is a big request. Some day I hope to 
write a book about it. So many close up and 
admit defeat. We now put on a brief drama 
every two weeks. A genius in our organiza- 
tion frequently takes Bible incidents and 


works them out. First Methodist Church, Pa 
adena, California, has developed a plan the 
packs the church every Sunday. Recently Mi: 
Ayer and her brother, Mr. DeuPree, very de 
vout, and the children of stage people, put on 
condensed form of the Oberammergau Pa: 
sion Play. The brother impersonated Jest 
and he did it beautifully while his sister we 
Mary. They trained a dozen of our youn 
people to take various parts. It was one of tk 
most impressive services we have ever had. W 
will repeat it. It is surprising how young pec 
ple of seemingly ordinary ability fit into thes 
parts. 

A nearby pastor recently borrowed m 
photograph when I costumed and preached ¢ 
Jeremiah. It was a most effective metho 
when we did it and my young friend car 
back with a glowing account. An alert pastc 
can usually find a local person with a gift fc 
creating costumes if a professional agency 
not near at hand. I dress as George Washins 
ton on his birthday. Other personages may tk 
similarly impersonated. 


Is It Possible to Have a Mid-Week Service? 
A few of us are not willing to give up th 
service so full of blessing in the past. Chure 
members have ceased testifying. That is sa 
We must bring it back. We preach too muc 
to the people. Make them talk. The prou 
boast of an “attender’”’ was “‘I notice that the 
always have a good prayer meeting when 
take part.” He was right. People talk abou 
other things. Stanley Jones has an intriguin 
way of drawing people out. If people ay 
awakened, they will forget themselves and tht 
lose fear and enter into a discussion. Bt 
deeper still, people must be reminded ‘Wit 
the heart man believeth unto righteousne: 
and with the mouth confession is made unt 
salvation.” People are getting less joy out « 
their religion because they do not talk abot 
their blessings and express in words the 
“experience” whether slight or strong. 
Every denominational missionary board hz 
a department of stereopticon slides. I hav 
never used them until lately. They are inte 
esting and instructive and start conversatic 
at a midweek service. Some of the Boards hav 
a small ‘“movie.”” Members frequently tak 
such a picture of their travels. Someone nea 
by has doubtless been to Palestine. Ask the 
to show these pictures. Stilted address 
freeze a group into solidity. Informal tall 
arouse questions. That starts “talk.” 
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Attaining the Heights 

The mere mention of high altitudes makes 
some of us breathless. Why—because those 
who have made the effort to attain high places 
have learned that it requires effort—effort of 
many kinds. Some have yet to learn that at- 
taining high altitudes mentally and spiritually 
requires more effort. 

We move about, walk hither and yon, con- 
tent ourselves with much sitting, because 
these require little effort and we console our- 
selves with the thought that movement is 
progress. Yet, each contact with the gracious 
gifts of God’s love urges us to detach ourselves 
from the sordid things of life and climb— 
climb upward to Him, from whence we are! 

An Alpine climber lost his life in one of his 
perilous ascents among the crags, where the 
stony features of God’s handiwork are bathed 
in cloudy mists from the heavens, and above 
his last resting place they set a stone on which 
appear these words, “He died climbing.” 

The way of the climbing spirit is not easy, 
rather is it beset with numerous obstacles and 
many detours, but to the man or woman of 
courage these are muscle builders and charac- 
ter developers—the kind that will be needed 
when we have attained that which we seek. 
The story of the Israelites roaming in the 
desert for 40 years, the training period prepar- 
atory to possessing the Promised Land, is the 
story of every individual life that seeks to 
attain a Promised Land. 

Each new day presents a new challenge to 
those who cultivate the habit of looking on 
high. Some are beset with enemies in the 
flesh, some are held back through the prof- 
fered kindness of friends, others just lose their 
way—but, the Path is open to all who remem- 
ber His, “Lo, I am with you always, .. .” 

This Advent and Christmas season of 1935 
may prove a release from “roaming in the des- 
ert” for many of us, if we can climb sufficiently 
to look over the “golden calves” of the com- 
mercialized Christmas which tend to hide the 
road markers leading to Him. 

“|, . now make me strong 
That I, though bruised, may fearlessly ascend 
High sorrow’s ladder, singing, to the end.” 

The upward path, though rugged, bespeaks a 

xoal worthy a fetterless spirit! 


400th Anniversary of the Advent of the 
Printed English Bible 
Every-minister is requested to avail himself 
yf the helps offered by the National Com- 
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memoration Committee, Box 36, Station D, 
N. Y. C., for observing the anniversary of the 
Bible. The list of helps is too long to print 
here, but a postal card request to the address 
given here will bring you a list of everything 
with prices, from addresses to dramas. There 
are sub-stations at various addresses in the 
country to facilitate deliveries, and the litera- 
ture gives your nearest address. 


The Return of the Wise Man 
This story by Winifred Kirkland will pro- 
vide excellent story-telling material for the 
Advent and Christmas season. It is divided 
into three parts, 1. The Lost Star; 2. The Lost 
Sons; 3. The Dawn. It may be adapted for 
dialogue use, or read from the book, accom- 
panied by Christmas Music. The book is pub- 
lished by Revell, costs .75, and will make an 
excellent gift. 
& 
The Littlest Orphan 
This is a collection of Christmas stories by 
Margaret Sangster for young people (the 
older ones will like them), six in all, excellent 
for the month of December, or as a gift book. 
It is published by Round Table Press at $1.50, 
a gold and green jacket, art binding. 
e 


The Christian Living Series 

Ministers who have not acquainted them- 
selves with this series should secure a catalog 
or sample for practical demonstration. The 
series may be preserved for constant use by 
binding in Leatherette Clasp covers. The art 
work is intriguing and will appeal to young 
and old. 

® 

Christ in Modern Art 

This is a series of 16 Pictures by Modern 
Artists with Exposition by Albert Edward 
Bailey, author of “‘The Gospel in Art,” “The 
Use of Art in Religious Education,” “Jesus 
and His Teachings,” etc. The price is $.50, 
published by Scribners. Each one of these 
expositions will serve as the basis for a ser- 
mon, and your congregations will value knowl- 
edge of the art subjects. 


Christmas Art Felders for Church Bulletins 
Folders designed for Christmas Bulletin 
use, a beautifully colored design on the first 
page, and three pages biank for your message 
and program, may be had in two sizes, one is 
514x8% folded, and the small one is 34%x5% 


Page 680 


folded. There are two designs and they can 

be had in either size. You cay have prices and 

samples from the Methods Editor upon request. 
6 


Advent and Christmas Devotions 

“Light for Today” is a new monthly devo- 
tional booklet of 40 pages, 314x6, convenient 
for pocket use or small envelope for mailing 
to church members. It is issued by the Educa- 
tional Committee of The United Lutheran 
Publication House, and may be had at $2.25 a 
hundred postpaid, from the Chicago address, 
860 N. Wabash Ave., or the Philadelphia ad- 
dress at 1228 Spruce Street. The booklet for 
the advent season is very suggestive and should 
prove a real help. 

6 


Christmas Stories from the Bible 
This volume of 50 stories from the Bible, 
stories Jesus Heard and stories Jesus Told, is 
available from The William A. Wilde Com- 
pany, Boston. This will assist your Sunday 
School Teachers in formulating their Decem- 
ber programs. 
@ 
Bible Cross Word Puzzles 
These may be had in book form for Sunday 
School use. The book contains 50 puzzles with 
their answers, and is $1.00. A new game, “It’s 
in the Bible,’ for group play or family use, 
may be secured in pad form so that each 
player is provided with a copy of the puzzle. 
You will find these briefly described in this 
issue of The Hxpositor and Homuiletic Review 
by William A. Wilde Company. See the index. 
6 
Bible Book Marks 
Finding suitable remembrances for Sunday 
School Classes is often a real problem, when 
the remembrances must be limited in cost and 
the teacher desires to select something that 
will be of value, rather than delight for a day. 
We have had some demonstrated to us, a small 
gold clip to fasten on the cover of the book, 
and a gros-grain ribbon in choice of color. 
Some of the clips have a Cross design on them, 
others have Bible designs, and they may be 
had at $.25 each in individual boxes. If you 
are interested we shall be glad to relay your 
inquiry to the manufacturer. 
e 
Christmas Greetings 
Christmas greetings with a colored design 
of the Christmas scene, on white stock, and a 
dignified greeting, made in the form of a mail- 
ing piece so it may be addressed, signed and 
sealed for mailing without an extra envelope, 
are available at a cost of $2.75 a hundred, a 
little less than three cents each. Many pastors 
are using them to send to members of their 
congregations. A small booklet entitled, “The 
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Greatest Gift at Christmas Time,” designed k 
Elizabeth M. Finn for the use of prima 
teachers may be had at $.10 with envelope ar 
presentation card. The booklet has 12 page 
6x9, and children from six to twelve wi 
prize them. 
@ 

Old Man Beno 

There is a story told by William N. McNai 
Mayor of Pittsburgh, which has a point for tk 
use of many a pastor who encounters neg 
tive responses to his appeals for support i 
one plan or another. Here is the story, “ 
you should be in a port visited by Uncle Sam 
fleet and stand around the docks on an ev 
ning, you will probably hear a group of sailon 
come up to a water taxi and say, ‘Take me 01 
to Old Man Beno.’ Back of this is a stor 
Many years ago there was a captain on one 
the cruisers who was very strict and the boy 
would come up and say, ‘Cap, what about 
little shore leave?’ The answer was, ‘There wi 
be no shore leave.’ ‘How about this or ho 
about that?’ The Captain would say, ‘The1 
will be no this or that.’ And so he earned fc 
himself the name of Old Beno. The Captai 
has long since passed on, but the name remair 
and is in constant use among the men.”’ 

Pastors will find many “Old Man Benos 
among the members of congregations, an 
when someone has an inspiration to do this ¢ 
that, they come forward and throw col 
water on the plan. The Pastor’s plan must i 
clude a way to put “Old Beno” to work, be 
cause he is the man or woman who stands 3 
the way of the success of any program. | 
might be a good plan to have a congregation: 
get-together, and tell the above story and tak 
a vote on what should be done with the “O] 
Man Benos” who holds things up. The write 
recalls one typical ‘(Old Man Beno” who ws: 
actually the President of the Church Counci 
Hach year when the matter of Church Benevy: 
lence would come up before the Board, I 
would promptly squelch any attempt to secur 
pledges from members for Benevolence, an 
then he would graciously offer to loan tt 
Church the amount at 6%. By the time tt 
writer came on the scene, Old Man Beno he 
loaned the Church enough for Benevolenc 
purposes so that he was drawing a fair sum 3 
quarterly interest. You as reader can multip: 
him many times out of your experience. Le 
us bring the Old Man Benos out into the ope: 
give them a friendly airing, and put them 1 
work for the Church and the ministers. 


Penny-A-Meal Banks 

Readers who have asked for informatic 
about these banks to use from now unt 
Christmas for the purpose of securing partic 
pation in the Christmas Fund may secure tt 
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name and address of the manufacturer upon 
request. The prices is $3.95 for the first 100 
banks, and one cent each for additional hun- 
dreds. Many pastors have found them most 
helpful in starting again the habit of “giving” 
on the part of many who have been unable to 
give for the past few years. 


e 
Golden Rule Week 

The idea of concentrating attention upon 
the “Do unto others .. .” rule given us by 
Jesus Christ deserves cooperation from young 
people’s organizations. You can secure some 
suggestions on making a program for the 
week, usually the second week in December, 
from the National Committee, 60 East 42nd 
Biss) Ns YG. 

Since this type of work comes properly 
within the scope of the Young People’s groups, 
it might be a good idea to let them work out 
their own plans, probably with a playlet or 
pageant as the climax. Young people will 
secure adequate help along this line from the 
public schools. The well-known plan of the 
Boy Scouts to ‘‘do a good turn each day” is an 
example of what may be undertaken. There 
are few young people who will not respond 
wholeheartedly to ideas of this kind, and the 
older people will soon acquire the desire to 
join in. 

e 
A Paper Church Gets Action 

“Making a paper Church structure”’ was the 
task turned over to the Sunday School of a 
Spokane, Washington, congregation, prepara- 
tory to a canvass for funds. Individual bricks 
were designed from 20-pound bond paper with 
aid of ruler, scissors, and paste. 

When the bricks were completed for the 
setting up of the “make-believe” Church, doors 
and windows were made from brown and col- 
ored papers. (Paper for the windows may be 
secured from the Parish Paper Company). 
Now all was ready for congregational co- 
operation, and a parish wide attendance was 
called for. Of course, the enthusiasm of the 
children had aroused the interest of all the 
members. The bricks, doors, and windows had 
been carefully numbered, and each had been 
tagged with the price needed for putting it in 
place. Several capable young men were sta- 
tioned beside the accumulation of paper build- 
ing materials, and when the auctioneer se- 
cured a pledge to meet the cost of each piece, 
that brick or door, or window was put in 
place. By common consent it was decided to 
carry on the plan over a period of months, and 
the partly finished ‘Paper Church Building” 
was left in full view of all who entered the 
church, until pledges had been secured to 
cover the needs for going ahead with the actual 


building plan. 
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How to “Join Church” 

The following statement is an answer to 
questions often asked by prospective members 
of Wilshire Church, as to the procedure fol- 
lowed in “joining the Church.” 

Prospects for church membership are divid- 
ed into three classes: 

1. Those who have never belonged to any 
church. The method of procedure is as fol- 
lows: The friend indicates his wish to unite 
with the church by giving his name and ad- 
dress te the pastor or assistant. He then plans 
to “meet the Session” of the church to be 
“Received and Welcomed.”’ 

At the meeting of Session, the pastor very 
briefly states for the candidate the belief of 
the Christian Church and in conclusion asks 
the prospective member the following ques- 
tions: 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ as Saviour? 

Do you accept Him as your Saviour? 

Do you promise to serve Him as God shall 
give you strength? 

The answer to these questions being “Yes,” 
the Session then votes to receive the candi- 
date into church membership. If the candidate 
has not been baptised this is done at the fol- 
lowing Communion Service. 

2. Reaffirmation of Faith. The candidate, 
in this case, is one who has been a member of 
a church, but is no longer active, or his letter 
of transfer has been lost. The method then is 
“Reaffirmation,’’ which simply means that the 
candidate presents himself at the meeting of 
Session and reaffirms that which he once 
affirmed, namely, that he does believe in Jesus 
Christ as Saviour, accepts Him as his personal 
Saviour, and promises, with God’s help, to 
serve Him. 

8. Those coming by transfer of certificate 
of membership from other churches. The name 
and address is given to the pastor or assistant. 
The letter is sent for by the pastor of Wilshire 
Church, explaining to the old pastor that the 
new friend now wishes to unite with Wilshire 
Church. Upon arrival of the letter, the candi- 
date meets with the Session merely for a 
welcome and greeting. There is no examina- 
tion as the questions were put to the candidate 
by the church which he originally joined. The 
Session simply votes to receive the candidate 
and expresses its word of welcome. We rec- 
ognize letters of transfer from all Evangelical 
Denominations. 

(1-2-8) After the reception by Session, the 
candidate presents himself at the Communion 
Service when new members are being re- 
ceived, and the procedure is as follows: In 
the case of those received by Profession of 
Faith and Reaffirmation of Faith, the candi- 
dates come forward and stand before the pas- 
tor as their names are called. The same ques- 
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tions, as above, are put to them publicly and 
they answer in the affirmative. Those coming 
by letter arise in their pews, as their names 
are called, and receive a word of greeting and 
welcome in public. The congregation then 
arises as a token of its approval of the new 
candidates and they become officially members 
of the church. 


I Would Like to Join the Church—But 
(An answer to Some of the Common Objections 
to “Joining the Church”) 


People occasionally say to the pastor, when 
asked to unite with the church, such things as 
follows: 

1. “I am not good enough.” Answer: Please 
remember that not one in church membership 
is perfect. Indeed, no one is, strictly speak- 
ing, “good enough.” The Christian Church is 
a fellowship where imperfect men and women 
are striving to be better. If you love Christ 
and accept Him as Saviour, you are “good 
enough” for His church. 


2. “I feel that I can worship God without 
belonging to the church.” Answer: That may 
be true. It is fortunate that everyone doesn’t 
think that way or there would be no Christian 
church. Our Saviour requests that we “assem- 
ble ourselves together.” In union there is in- 
fluence and strength. The church needs you. 
An orphan child, coming into a new home, 
would reap the benefits of the home, but cer- 
tainly it is due the child that he should be 
adopted and have legal relationship to his new 
parents and home. There is satisfaction in be- 
ing able to say “my church.’’ 

38. “I cannot afford to join the church; it 
costs too much.” Answer: This is not true. 
This church is maintained by voluntary offer- 
ings. People are expected to pledge to the 
church only AS THEY ARE ABLE. The man 
of large means largely supports the church. 
The man of small means makes modest con- 
tribution. The man of no means makes no 
pledge to the church. The church is not a club 
where membership is bought. The church is a 
fellowship where those who are able make up 
for the lack of others who are less able. Many 
a person can afford to give little in money, but 
gives greatly in service and inspiration. 

4, “I desire to keep my membership ‘back 
home’ for sentimental reasons.” Answer: Is 
that a truly good reason? Do you know that 
your “home church” is taxed a certain amount 
of money just for the privilege of carrying 
your name on the rolls? 

5. “I may be in Los Angeles only a few 
months or a year.” Answer: Even if your 
residence is for a few months bring your 
church letter. When you leave the letter can 
easily be taken with you to your new home. 
It is courting a sense of irresponsibility to be 
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without this vital church document even for 
brief time. 

This statement is designed to make clear t 
method and manner of uniting with the Chur 
for those to whom it may be something of 
mystery. Won’t you keep this for referen 
Its information may be of value to imquart 
friends.—J. L. Fendrich, Jr., Wilshire Notes. 


t 

December Schedule 

Dec. 1. Holy Communion. “The One Myste 
We Can All Understand.” 

December 5. Evening. Illustrated Lectu1 
“The Book Goes Forth.” (Turkey Dinner.) 

Dec. 8. Morning. Sermon, ‘‘Will Christm 
Ever Come?” 

Dec. 12. Evening. Chorus of 90 High Scho 
students. Conference Reports. 

Dec. 15. Morning Sermon, 
Mother of Jesus.” 

Dec. 19. Evening. Drama, “More Blessed.’ 

Dec. 22. Morning Sermon, “The Inn Th 
Missed Its Chance.” 

Dee. 25. Candle 
School. 

Dec. 26. Evening. ‘‘What Yesterday Mea 
to Me.” 

Dec. 29. Morning Sermon, “Looking Ba: 
on the Vanities of 1935.” 
—Gordon EH. Mattice, D. D., Rochester, N. Y. 


“Mary, t 


Light Service, Chur 


The “Seven Series” 
1. Seven Great Promises of God. 
2. Seven Great Teachings of Jesus. 
3. Seven Great Christian Experiences. 
4. Seven Great Promises of Our Own Live 
5. Seven Great Investments of the Chr 
tian. 
6. Seven Great Wrongs in the World. 
7. Seven Great Present-Day Christians. 
—F rom Rev. D. L. Jeffers, M. E. Church, Edi 
burg, Illinois. 
@ 


Instruction on the Every Member Canvass 
For years we have received outlines of i 
struction for carrying on the “Every Memb 
Canvass” all designed to aid the visitor 
making a success of the project. It remains f 
Dr. G. Keller Rubrecht, Lincoln, Nebrask 
to point out that the church members, up: 
whom the calls are made, are equally respon 
ble for the successful termination of this it 
portant undertaking. 
Dr. Rubrecht prints in his bulletin comple 
instructions to the membership as to their 1 
sponsibility in receiving the visitors and 
operating with them in every detail. This pl 
cedure erases from the minds of church me: 
bers the common notion that the visit from t 
canvassers is objectionable or to be avoide 
and in its stead it leaves a definite feeling 


iecember, 1935 


The EXPOSITOR and HOMILETIC REVIEW 


Page 683 


articipation on the part of all connected with 
he church. Try Dr. Rubrecht’s plan! 


tedication of Christian and American Flags 

A Christian Flag was presented to Dr. Paul 
Vagner, Pastor of First Presbyterian Church, 
lion, N. Y., by the organizations of the 
hurch, and an American Flag was presented 
y Mrs. William Spence in memory of her 
ather. The following responsive dedication 
ervice was held on Armistice Day. The at- 
ractively arranged program carried the fol- 
wing appreciation by Dr. Wagner: 

“It is with heartfelt gratitude that we, the 
ficers and members of this church, receive 
he American Flag—a beautiful gift—from 
{rs. William Spence in memory of her father. 
tis a gift that will not only stand as a me- 
10rial to a beloved father but an inspiration 
9 nobler and more peaceful citizenship of this 
reat Republic; and the Christian Flag from 
he organizations of the Church, as a memo- 
ial to the faithful members who in their zeal 
or Christ and His kingdom made this Church 
ossible. It will continue an inspiration to up- 
old these ideals and make them the guide for 
ur continuance of this Church in the Name of 
hhrist as an undimmed inheritance to pos- 
arity. God bless the givers of these Flags 
nd nobly enrich their lives.” 


The Service 
Presentation of American Flag. 

Dedication of American Flag. 

finister: With the greatest reverence and hal- 
lowed thought, 

eople: We dedicate this American Flag. 

lfinister: To remind us ever of the glory of 
true patriotism in the beauty of its 
glowing stars and stripes, 

eople: We dedicate this American Flag. 

linister: That we may be inspired to love 
freedom and liberty and justice for 
all who stand beneath her folds, 

eople: We dedicate this American Flag. 

inister: That this continued presence of the 
emblem of our national life may keep 
us true to the noble ideals of its 
colors that under God we may be a 
righteous nation and be blessed of 
Him, 

zople: We dedicate this American Flag. 

nthem: “The Day of Freedom”—Allen. 


Presentation of Christian Flag. 

Dedication of Christian Flag. 

inister: To the Glory of God, in honor to 
Christ, for the enrichment of His 
Church, 

ople: We dedicate this Christian Flag. 

inister: As a continuous reminder of the 
‘Christian religion whose leader can 
never know defeat, 


People: We dedicate this Christian Flag. 

Minister: That the vision of this emblem of our 
faith may ever be an inspiration to 
be more zealously true and steadfast 
in our allegiance and loyalty to the 
eternal Christ and His Kingdom, 

People: We dedicate this Christian Flag. 


Minister: That this beautiful symbol of the 
standards of our great Christian 
Army—the white field standing for 
purity and peace; the blue union 
standing for faith, trust, and sin- 
cerity; the red cross for sacrifice and 
courage—may ever affirm to us the 
assurance of the eternal truth, that 
by this sign only man can conquer, 

People: We dedicate this Christian Flag. 

Prayer of Dedication of Flags. 
Offertory. 

Hymn, No. 7% on back cover of hymnal. 
Sermon, “Waging War for Peace.” 
Hymn, No. 665. 

Benediction. 

Silent Prayer. 

Organ Postlude, “Scherzo,” Wesche. 


The Next Five Sundays 
Special Observances for the Next Five Sundays 


Christian Home Sunday 
Every Family—father, mother, and children 
—in one pew on this day. Parents, bring your 
children, or children, bring your parents. 
Topics: A. M. Christ im the Home; P. M. 
Revealing the Godhead. 


Harvest Home Sunday 

Being thankful to Almighty God for His 
blessings to us in the year just passed. Let us 
show our thankful spirit by each bringing 
some article of food, such as a can of some 
vegetable, potatoes or other article of food to 
be given by our organizations for distribution 
among the needy for Thanksgiving. 

Topics: A. M. Praise God from Whom All 
Blessings Flow; P. M. The Third Person in 
the Trinity. 


Universal Bible Sunday 

1935 marks four centuries of the use of the 
printed English Bible (translated by Mark 
Coverdale) a nation-wide observance of this 
significant anniversary will have its climax on 
this Sunday. 

Topics: A. M. The Book of Books; P. M. 
Tomorrow’s Investments. 


Square Deal Sunday 

A New Deal or a Square Deal which will de- 
cide the issue of Happiness which is at stake 
in this crisis. 

Topics: A. M. A Square Deal for God; P. M. 
The Influence of the Bethlehem Manger. 
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Citizenship Day 
Is there any relation between Christianity 
and the Community? Do Good Christians make 
good citizens? 
Topics: A. M. Good Citizens and Good Chris- 
tians; P. M. The Standard of Judas. 
—Paul Wagner, D. D., Ilion, N. Y. 


Wing Unit Heaters Go to Church 

Possibly no type of building is as hard to 
heat satisfactorily, economically, and uniform- 
ly as is a Church due to design and construc- 
tion. 

First of all, it must have the same com- 
fortable temperature under the balconies as 
in the main section or rotunda. 

Second, the seats near to the radiation or 
outlet of the heat must not be too hot nor 
must the seats far from the heaters be too 
cold—room must be uniformly heated. 

Third, the entire area must be heated quick- 
ly when wanted. 

Fourth, the installation cost must be within 
reason. 

A very excellent example of such an in- 
stallation was recently made in New York at 
the very beautifully designed French Church 
Du Saint-Esprit, Protestant Episcopal, in 
charge of Dr. J. A. F. Maynard, which had been 
heated with cast-iron radiators placed along 
the wall. 

This church is only a few years old. 
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No matter how long and how hard the k 
ers were forced before the services the cer 
of the Church never could be heated suffici 
ly to make it comfortable for the congre 
tion. It was a common experience for v 
shippers to walk out of the church on «¢ 
days, a condition that had to be rectified. 


Heating Engineers and Heating Special 
were called in with the result that two W 
Utility Heaters (size 22U) with vanes, ¢ 
stant speed motors, 1150 r.p.m., 110 ve 
were recommended. Due to the great | 
ciency of this particular design of heater it~ 
found that one would do the work. 


The heater was hung under the bale 
and discharged toward the center of 
church, using the slope of the underside of 
balcony as air confines. 


The purpose was to heat up as much as ] 
sible the seats and floor, running the heat 
at high speed for several hours before 
services and then cutting them off, lett 
the radiation carry through the services al 
with the body heat of the congregation. 


This method was found so efficient t 
on the coldest days one heater kept the en’ 
floor area warm and comfortable. 

This modern method of heating large ar 
is fast overcoming the difficulties forme 
met with the older method of heating. " 
equipment referred to was made and instal 
by the L. J. Wing Mfg. Co. 


Bigs 
CHOIR AND CONSOLE FOR DECEMBER 


PRELUDE 
Intermezzo Mascagni 
Prelude in C Minor__ pee BACH 
Toccata ee BF $i » _Widor 
Pastorale Hantastique= == Mansfield 
Pastorale in G____ eee Ee ACey: 
Fragment Lig Pdi ds _____Schubert 
Shepherd’s Morning Song_ Be re lien Davis 
Liebestraume ee 3 _Liszt 
Christmas Idyll____ = _~_Dunn 
Ine Bethlehem/si Towne Mueller 
OFFERTORY 
Andante Cantabile Ee Agate 
Two Angels Riots, ___-~_ Whiting 
Darkness and Light aa arker 
Communion in G__ pe Batiste 
The Good Shepherd________ Van de Water 
Chorale Von Himmel Hoch______ Bach 
Advent Hymn__ = tT ae Best 
AuShepherd’s Tale 22 eee ene Gillette 
Rig aid one ee ___Campra 
Te Deum Laudamus______ | Claussman 


ANTHEM 

The Great Day of the Lord________ Cha 
Te Deum = ae meee 
O, Beautiful Jesus tsa 5 Strai 
The Day of the Lord Cometh_______ Ne 
Repent Ye Se 
Hail to the Lord’s Annointed eras Andr: 
Hark! yiarks ive Soul === She 
Blessed, Blessed Is He__________ St. Sa 
Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Onegy_______ 

17th Cent 
Prepare sve thes Waves eee Har 

POSTLUDE 

Allegro in F as =. ee 
Gothic March rs oof. Salc 
Cornelius March______ Mendelss 
Postlude in D oi ae _____Nev 
Te Deum Laudamus_____ Claussr 
March/of) the Magia. =. neue Dul 
Postlude in.C Major____. = =.=" Fc 
Fie) WEIL Bach-Gou 
Fanfare ..\:.235 shot oe eee ee Dul 
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"N TRANGELY enough, these reputed words 

of Jesus are not found in any of the four 

Gospels. Probably many of His words 
ere never recorded. John, in the closing verse 
f his gospel, says, that there were many other 
hings which Jesus did which, if they should 
e written, the world itself would not contain 
ne books. Doubtless, then, this is one of the 
nrecorded sayings of Jesus which Paul quotes. 
‘he evidence of its genuineness is that Paul 
xhorts the Ephesian Christians “to remember 
1e words of the Lord Jesus.” That shows they 
rere familiar, that they had been quoted and 
anded down from disciple to disciple. 


And what a beautiful saying it is. How faith- 
ully it portrays the spirit and teaching of Him 
tho is the world’s first Christmas gift. We are 
nspeakably grateful to Paul that he has pre- 
arved for us this great saying of his Master. 


And yet it is not easy to accept that teach- 
iz even today. Like those other Beatitudes of 
hrist recorded in the fifth chapter of 
[fatthew it is entirely contrary to the world’s 
ynception of blessedness. ‘‘It is more blessed 
) give than to receive.” Are men generally 
ny more ready to believe that today than they 
ere nineteen centuries ago? Our modern 
vilization has been characterized as acquisi- 
ve. Its passion is accumulation. The suc- 
ssful man is not he who gives the most but 
2 who gets the most. The attitude of the 
orld is well illustrated in that story of the 
ch and miserly farmer who went to hear 
yhn Wesley preach. The first head of Wes- 
y’s sermon was, “Get all you can.” The old 
vmer smiled with satisfaction. The second 
ad of his sermon was, ‘Save all you can.” 
nd the old miser was so pleased that he 
most cried out, “Amen.” But the third head 
’ Wesley’s sermon was, “Give all you ean.” 
nd the farmer’s face fell and he said, ‘What 
pity, he has spoiled a good sermon.” So to- 
yy selfishness still ignores this saying of 
sus. Greed hears it and grasps its money 
ws the tighter. But the truth of Christ’s 
rds is nevertheless becoming more and more 
parent in the constitution of human society, 
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Byes 
A CHRISTMAS BEATITUDE 


Text: “Remember the words of the Lord Jesus, 
how He said, it is more blessed to give than 


to receive.”—Acts 20:35. | 


and in the life of individuals. There is a 
blessedness in giving that can be gained in no 
other way. Christmas is a mighty demonstra- 
tion of that truth. Into the world at this time 
there seems to steal a sweet celestial note of 
joy and happiness. Something of Heaven comes 
down to earth, and faces that were sad grow 
bright, hearts that were burdened become 
light. Into our hearts there comes a spirit of 
youth and gladness that captures the most in- 
different and for a season chains up the black 
dogs of fear and hatred. 

Why this transformation? It is because for 
one day in the year the world is ruled by a 
sentiment of unselfishness. Men who have 
thought of their own interests throughout the 
whole year begin to think of others. Hearts 
that have been cold and preoccupied are 
smitten with an eagerness to bring joy to little 
children and remembrance to the lonely and 
comfort to the poor. The Child of Bethlehem 
extends his sceptre over a subservient world. 
From Him who is the gift of gifts men catch 
the contagion, and as they give they are 
blessed, as they impart they find the long for- 
gotten secret of His joy. 

There is a significant contrast in this sen- 


tence. Let us put the emphasis where it be- 
longs. “It is MORE blessed to give than to 
receive.” These words contrast one kind of 


blessedness with another. 

There is a blessing in receiving. Life would 
be a poor thing for you and me if our capacity 
of reception were destroyed, if we had no eyes 
to see the beauty of the world, no ears to hear 
sweet strains of music, no minds to receive the 
impress and inspiration of great thoughts, no 
hearts to respond to the ministries of love and 
friendship. I can think of no more wretched 
fate than to go through life encased in an 
armor of unresponsiveness and unappreciative- 
ness, to take everything for granted, to accept 
every blessing without response. The happiest 
people are not the people who have the most, 
but who appreciate the most. It is blessed to 
receive, not only to have food, but to have the 
appetite for food, not only to have the beauty 
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of yonder landscape with its mountain and 
river, but the power to see its beauty. Not only 
to have the Grace of God for a sinning world, 
but to take that grace into your heart until it 
purifies your soul and glorifies your character. 


“It is blessed to receive—but 
It is more blessed to give.” 


The contrast here is not between what is 
worthless and what is valuable, it is not be- 
tween what is evil and what is good, it is a 
contrast between a lesser blessing and a 
greater. Life, says Jesus, may be full of re- 
ceptiveness, life may be exquisitely sensitive to 
all beauty and truth, life may open its doors 
wide to receive every treasure of knowledge, 
every ministry of love, every bounty of wealth, 
every thrill of pleasure, but however much it 
may receive, says Jesus, life will never rise to 
the heights of felicity, never hear the echoes 
of celestial music, never share the joy of Jesus, 
until it finds that the diviner, higher blessed- 
ness which is giving. 


THE CONTRAST WHICH CHRIST 
DRAWS HERE IS A CONTRAST BE- 
TWEEN A BLESSING WHICH IS LIMITED 
AND A BLESSING WHICH IS UNLIMITED. 
It is blessed to receive but the plain fact is 
that our capacity of receiving is limited. A 
man cannot eat more than one meal at a time 
without incurring the penalty of internal suf- 
fering. A man might have a dozen beds in his 
house, equally soft and sumptuous, but if he 
tried to sleep in them all in one night his rest 
would be a nightmare. A man can only en- 
dure a certain amount of nervous excitement, 
after that comes weariness, boredom, satiety. 
In fact, after our normal needs have been 
satisfied all the rest tends to become a super- 
fluity which adds to life’s complexities and 
anxieties and so diminishes its happiness. I 
once knew a woman who had a pearl neck- 
lace reputed to be worth twenty thousand dol- 
lars. Every time she wore it she was haunted 
by the fear that the string might break or the 
pearls be stolen. It was a great relief to her 
when she put her pearls in a safe deposit vault 
and wore an imitation necklace instead. We 
can multiply our possessions but we cannot 
multiply our enjoyment beyond a certain 
point. There are children in the tenements 
this coming Christmas who will get as much 
pleasure out of a ten-cent doll or a tin fire 
engine as some rich man’s child would get out 
of a room full of costly toys. Why? Because 
our capacity for the enjoyment of life’s gifts 
and possessions is limited. 


But there are no boundaries to the joys, 
the satisfactions that come to us from giving, 
for they spring not from the limitations of our 
bodies but from the infinitude of our souls. A 
man grows as he gives. Every generous deed 
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increases his spiritual stature. Every 0 
pouring of love builds another story in 
house of happiness. A poor woman gave th 
mites, which is equivalent to three cents, | 
her gift has never stopped growing. 
Launfal shared his crust, but when he fed» 
beggar he also fed the king. When he stoo} 
to quench the thirst of the helpless his pew 
cup changed into the golden goblet of the H 
Grail filled with the precious wine of Chri: 
sacrifice, and on his ear fell the music of th 
words, “Who gives of himself with his cr 
feeds three, himself, his hungry neighbor, < 
Me.” 


It seems to me that all the happiest peop! 
have known are those who by profession 
desire are engaged in the performance of 
unstinted, unselfish service. We wonder 
such people as they run to and fro on th 
errands of love, as they answer incessant ca 
as they give themselves without recompense 
reward. We say, surely they will become 
hausted, soon they will have no more to gi 
but no, the more they give the more they se 
to have to give. The greater the demand t 
is made upon them the more exhaustless se 
their resources to fill the demand. 


An English physician, Arthur Pearson, w 
blind on the eve of the World’s War. One « 
Dr. Pearson was asked to go to a hospital 
comfort a young soldier whose sight had bs 
permanently destroyed. Out of his own 
perience he was able to assuage the yot 
man’s terror and despair. That experie 
opened up a new life work for Arthur Pears 
He organized a special hospital for blind 
diers and developed a program for their 
habilitation. When the war ended he } 
seventeen hundred blind veterans under 
care. When he died in 1921 all England r 
to do him honor. Blindness limited his capac 
for receiving, but it couldn’t limit his capac 
for giving. 


“It is more blessed to give than to recei' 
because giving is an unlimited privilege. 


AND THE CONTRAST WHICH CHRI 
DRAWS HERE IS BETWEEN A BLESSI 
WHICH IS TEMPORARY AND A BLESSI 
THAT IS PERMANENT. We have a worc 
our business vocabulary which has becc 
very familiar to most of us. It is depreciati 
Every corporation report contains an item 
depreciation, every income tax return ma 
provision for depreciation. It is said that 
value of your automobile depreciates twer 
five per cent when you drive it out of the d 
of the dealer. And this word depreciatior 
the confession of a practical matter-of-f 
business world that all physical and eart 
possessions tend to dwindle and deterior: 
Silver tarnishes, iron rusts, silk milde 
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iches take wings to themselves and fly away. 
low many people there are who thought they 
vere rich a few years ago now wish they had 
pent their money while they had it. What 
ood times we could have had with the money 
ye put into so-called safe investments? In the 
reat museum at Cairo there is a room set 
part to contain the treasures discovered in 
he tomb of one of Egypt’s ancient kings. It 
Imost strikes one dumb with amazement to 
ee the things of cost and beauty gathered 
here. It is estimated that the contents of this 
oom are worth four millions of dollars. There 
3 case after case of jeweled ornaments. 
‘here are gorgeous robes encrusted with gold, 
xquisite lamps carved out of alabaster and 
apis-lazuli, sumptuous furnishings either plat- 
d or inlaid with gold. In the midst of all this 
reasure lies the mummy of the king, swathed 
n countless linen wrappings, his body encased 
n a moulded sheet of gold an eighth of an 
ach thick. All these gorgeous things were 
laced in the king’s tomb that he might carry 
hem with him into the shadowy world beyond, 
ut wherever he may be today King Tut did 
ot take his treasures with him. Two thousand 
ears afterwards they are still there in a 
juseum under the gaze of the idle and plebean 
rowd. What a commentary is that room in the 
1useum on the short and uncertain tenure of 
ll those earthly treasures for which men strive 
nd sell their souls. They slip from our grasp 
ke bursting bubbles, we have them today and 
morrow they are gone. We are surrounded 
y a beauty which deteriorates and a grandeur 
hich disappears. 

But, strangely enough, there is some magical 
rocess that insures that whatever we give, 
hatever goes out of our lives in unselfish 


The EXPOSITOR and HOMILETIC REVIEW 


Page 687 


benefaction straightway is transmuted into 
permanent eternal values. Imperial Caesar 
sits upon his throne receiving the tribute of 
the world while Christ dies. Caesar receives. 
Christ gives. Caesar is a reservoir into whose 
insatiable depths is poured the treasure of the 
whole world. Christ is a fountain from whom 
gushes the water of life to refresh the thirsty 
souls of men. But today Caesar is but a name 
on the page of history, his empire is obliterated 
and the greatest of English poets says of him, 
“Imperial Caesar dead and turned to clay may 
stop a hole to keep the winds away.”’ But 
Christ, who gave Himself, lives on in the hearts 
of men and His kingdom is an enduring king- 
dom. The coral animal constructing his little 
cell beneath the waters of the ocean dies, but 
in dying leaves behind him something so en- 
during that a thousand years afterwards men 
build their homes upon the islands which have 
been constructed by his death. So we give, 
and something immutable, unchangeable is 
built into our lives. The gold we gave vanishes, 
but in its place there is love that faileth not. 
We sacrifice for His sake, but out of our sacri- 
fice there comes to us that blessed comrade- 
ship with Him who bore His cross for men. 
We serve, and out of our service there dawns 
the star of faith that lives through tears and 
pain and loss until it finds itself in the joy of 
His presence. ‘‘There is that which scattereth 
and yet increaseth.” “Give and it shall be 
given to you.” That is the teaching of this 
Christmas Beatitude. Our capacity to receive 
is limited, our capacity to give is unlimited. 
The gifts we receive are temporary, the gifts 
that we give are eternal. “It is more blessed to 
give than to receive.”’ 
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DUR DIVINE ALLY 


GEORGE J. RUSSELL, D. D. 


the most intense cravings of man. His 

quest for it furnishes us with a romantic 
nd thrilling story of achievement. In his quest 
7 power, man has enlisted nature’s forces as 
is allies. Such agencies as water, steam, and 
ectricity, have been harnessed to do his bid- 
ing. He has created machines to work for 
im and to increase his efficiency an hundred 
id. Alone, man is comparatively insignifi- 
int, but when he calls these allies to his aid, 
is power is increased enormously. He has 
iecessfully overcome great forces, but to 
hers he has been compelled to bow in defeat. 


Pit. lust for power has always been one of 


{] Text: “Our God is able.” Daniel 3] 


In our school days we were often confronted 
with problems that we were forced to admit 
were too much for us, and we had to exclaim, 
“T give it up!’’ Many people have found life 
too difficult for them. The inherent weak- 
nesses with which they have had to contend, 
the impulses they have had to restrain, and 
the passions by which they were enslaved have 
made them feel that the struggle was too great 
for them. 

Our text deals with an incident in the life of 
three men of old, faithful servants of God, 
who were in dire extremity. They were facing 
torture and death. View the calm and confi- 


Pages 688 


dent trust with which they faced impending 
danger. “Our God is able to deliver us and He 
will deliver us.” 


I. What God Is Able to Do for Us 

Paul exclaimed, ‘“‘He is able to do—.”” Then 
he paused, and feeling that this did not per- 
fectly express the power he wished to portray, 
he went on, “exceedingly abundantly;” but 
this, too, was insufficient, and he proceeded, 
“Above all that we can ask.” This also seemed 
to be inadequate, and he adds, “‘Above all that 
we can ask or even think.”’ If we add to God’s 
ability to help us, His willingness and desire 
to do so, we indeed have a thought of stagger- 
ing magnitude. 

We generally recognize the fact of God’s 
omnipotence. We express our belief in that 
fact every time we say the words of the Apos- 
tle’s Creed, “I believe in God the Father, 
Almighty.”’ It is not necessary to emphasize 
the fact itself, as much as it is necessary to 
emphasize the fact that His power and re- 
sources are at our disposal. Man might have 
enjoyed unlimited blessings had he utilized the 
resources at his disposal. There have been men 
like the people who lived beside the waterfall, 
complaining about the noise it made, when the 
power represented in that stream might have 
been used to furnish life and power for them- 
selves and others. 

God is asking us continually, “What wilt 
thou that I shall do unto thee?’”’ He asks us 
to prove Him and He will open the windows of 
Heaven and bestow a blessing beyond our 
power of conception. 

Life for each of us would be vastly different 
if we lived in the conscious realization of that 
fact that our God is indeed able. We could ex- 
claim, with Paul, “I can do all things through 
Christ, which strengtheneth me.” 


II. What God Is Able to Do with Us 

If you place your life unreservedly in His 
hand, there is no limit to what He is able to 
do with it. The best we can do or plan or hope 
for our lives is insignificant compared to what 
He can and will do with them. We have in- 
numerable examples of this fact in the lives of 
God’s servants in every age. There was Joseph. 
God had a plan for Joseph. Moses had a plan 
for his life, but how commonplace his plan 
was, compared to what God had in store for 
him. David, Peter, and Paul, faithful servants 
of God, served their fellowmen and manifested 
the extent to which God can use human life as 
His instrument. 

It has been truly said, “In every individual 
there are three persons; what I am, the person 
I think I am, and the person I may become.” 
The last can be realized only when latent 
powers are used, and God’s power works 
through us, the transforming power of the 
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greatest love man can experience, the | 
that passeth knowledge. 

Every life, however barren and wasted, 1 
be reclaimed through God’s almighty po 
working in it. It is incredible that a r 
should starve when an abundance of foot 
before him. Why is it, then, that people 
dying of heart and soul hunger when God, 
of His infinite resources, has an abundant s 
ply for their needs? God is ready to refr 
our lives with rivers of blessings and also m 
them the channels of untold inspiration : 
blessing to others. 

What God can do with us is proportionate 
the extent we yield ourselves to Him. We h 
a forceful illustration of this in the life 
Abraham Lincoln, for seldom has a man b 
used of God to the extent that Lincoln ° 
used. But Abraham Lincoln yielded his 
entirely to God to be used by Him as 
chose. God accomplished marvelous thi 
through Abraham Lincoln because Abrak 
Lincoln put his life unreservedly into Gc 
hands. 


The knowledge that God with His infinite 
sources is behind our poor, weak, hur 
efforts well nigh overwhelms us with its 
mensity. He is not only able but is willing 
do for us far more than we can ask or thi 
Faith is the key which unlocks the door wt 
leads to the enjoyment of His power and 
sources. All things are possible to those \ 
believe. It is only as we give him the con 
of our lives that He can manifest His | 
power in them. 

Some years ago an interesting incident 
curred in the mountains of Tennessee, wk 
there lived a little boy who was a devc 
player of the violin. The United States Se 
tor from that state stopped at the boy’s ho 
He heard the boy trying to play upon 
crude violin with one of the strings miss: 
In the boy’s absence he took the poor li 
violin, replaced a missing string, and begat 
play upon it, after tuning it carefully. W 
the boy returned, he was amazed to hear 
music which was coming from the cabin 
said, “‘Oh, sir, please get me a violin like t 
If I had one like it, maybe I might play s 
day like you have done.” The Senator s 
“My boy, it was your violin I used.” Under 
touch of a master hand the cheap and er 
violin gave forth a melody the boy ne 
dreamed it could possess. 

So with human life. Under the touch of 
Master Hand a beauty and melody is 
vealed which otherwise might ever have 
mained undiscovered. What may our 1 
become if we act upon the knowledge 
belief that God is able! Then, and only tl 
will we know what He can and will do fo: 
and with us. 
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[HE GOSPEL IN A CONFUSED WORLD 


> DANIEL E. KERR 


mentous changes. They are constantly 

under way. We are reminded that one 
lundred and fifty or two hundred years ago 
Shristian leaders were preaching a ‘disturbing 
fospel in a stagnant world.” There was dull- 
less and illiteracy in many places. In foreign 
ands missionaries welcomed every disturbance 
is evidence of the beginning of the conquest 
wf Christ. In the United States there were 
yeacon lights seeking to arouse the people to 
he wrong of slavery, and all over the world 
here were John the Baptists calling men to 
awake, for the Kingdom of Heaven was at 
land. 


- Our fathers achieved their aim far better 
han they knew, for today the world IS awake 
—it is terribly awake. It is filled with cur- 
“ents, cross-currents, and counter-currents, 
0 that multitudes do not know which way to 
urn. China is a whirlpool of new movements, 
which have come, we. are told, largely as a 
result of this Gospel—stirring of men to 
ligher things. India is controlled by a frail 
ittle man who follows Christ so closely that 
1e refused to be called Christian for fear he 
9e thought to imitate the hypocrisy of the 
Westerners. New ideas are rampant in the 
Jnited States, having as their avowed aim the 
welfare of the many with less concern for the 
‘ew, exalting men, women, and children above 
yhysical things. Their seeds are plucked from 
he teaching of Christ, ““How much then is a 
nan better than a sheep!’’ We have yet to see 
he harvest. 


In the midst of all this world hubbub, it is 
he function of the Gospel of Jesus Christ to 
ye a steadying, directing influence in a con- 
‘used world. The problem is not now to awake, 
ut to control the direction. ‘“‘Our fathers had 
© arouse men to a sense of their need; it is 
urs to tell an aroused people what to do.” 

Paul first urged Timothy (2 Tim. 1:6) to 
‘stir up the gift of God that is in thee,” and 
hen before he goes ahead and points out all 
he coming world troubles, he admonishes the 
roung man to remember “Nevertheless, the 
‘foundation of God standeth sure (steady).” 
Jonfusion, disturbance, uncertainty, but in the 
nidst of it all the Gospel of Christ is a steady- 
ng influence. 

If Timothy needed the reminder then, how 
much more do we need it now! We face in- 
ellectual confusion of every kind. The popu- 
arity of a great variety of isms and itis’s is 


ie pages of history are filled with mo- 


fe Tim. 2:19. 


“Nevertheless the foundation of 
God standeth sure.” 


testimony to the fact that people are groping, 
trying to find their way to the truth. Stand- 
ards of education are changing so that it is 
almost impossible to keep up with them. In 
the realm of chemistry the writer’s college pro- 
fessor fifteen years ago spoke of the prevail- 
ing uncertainty. He confessed that he would 
almost have to teach the molecular theory on 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday, and the 
atomic theory on Tuesday, Thursday and Sat- 
urday. We understand that today they are 
both discarded, and the teaching is based on 
the electron theory, maintaining that all mate- 
rial things are a manifestation of electrical 
activity. 

A few years ago the physical scientists be- 
lieved that the world was made of minute 
particles of matter, absolutely indestructible. 
All the forms of human life were developed 
through interaction of these particles. Hence 
it was felt that a universe had been discovered 
that had no room nor any need for God. In 
the present day the movement is in the oppo- 
site direction, away from this theory. Profes- 
sors are teaching that the world is composed 
of units of energy. Sir James Jeans, the physi- 
cist and astronomer, testifies that ‘‘The uni- 
verse begins to look more like a great thought, 
than a great machine,” telling us that there 
must be a great being behind it all, thinking 
great thoughts and giving them reality. 


The result is that everywhere we look there 
is confusion and disturbance. “If the trumpet 
give an uncertain sound” (I Cor. 14:8) in the 
time of Paul, it is now wavering all over the 
scale. People do not know what to think. They 
may read one book that expresses one opinion, 
and then another expressing the opposite. 


When you come to the origin of man, no two 
writers agree. One teaches one kind of evolu- 
tion, and one, another. There are as many 
different ideas as there are teachers. We need 
to remember that the Theory of Evolution is 
still a theory, an hypothesis, and not estab- 
lished as an adequate explanation for the 
origin of man. 


We hear it said that we live in an age of 
unbelief, with scepticism the watchword of the 
hour. The trouble is not unbelief, but rather 
confusion, for how can people find certainty 
when they listen to so many conflicting voices, 
when in education what is proved yesterday 
is disproved today, and what is accepted today 
is upset tomorrow! 

We can rejoice that the Christian Gospel is 
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set down in the midst of the world’s intellec- 
tual uncertainty. It is a firm rock amid the 
storm. There is no uncertainty about the 
Christian conception of God, the Heavenly 
Father. We believe in One who is the same 
yesterday, today, and forever. We worship the 
same Being before whom our fathers, grand- 
fathers and great grandfathers bowed, One “‘in 
whom is no variableness, neither shadow of 
turning.” 

Someone has explained the amazing advance 
of early Christianity against such tremendous 
obstacles by saying that the early Christians 
out-lived, out-thought and out-died their con- 
temporaries. They thought out for themselves 
a whole philosophy of life based on the teach- 
ing and work of Jesus Christ. It bore the 
strain of adversity and prosperity better than 
any other. What a satisfaction in the midst of 
intellectual confusion to say with Paul, “I 
know him whom I have believed, and am per- 
suaded that he is able to keep that which I 
have committed unto him against that day.” 

This steadying gospel is set down, also, in 
the midst of the moral confusion of the world. 
Was ever confusion worse! We still grapple 
with the question of what is right for me to 
do, and what is wrong for me to do. Answers 
are found in all extremes from the position of 
Walter Lippman in his ‘‘Preface to Morals” 
that there is no such thing after all as right or 
wrong, only custom based on habit, to the 
command of the writer’s grandfather, “Don’t 
whistle on the Sabbath—it is wrong.” 

With all too many people the only principle 
in their code of morals is self-gratification. 
The idea that a course of procedure is right or 
wrong never enters their heads. They are not 
immoral, just un-moral. Some time ago an 
Episcopal bishop reminded us that “Our great 
problem is the number of intelligent people 
who are morally unemployed.” He asserted 
that the great mass of “good” people had grown 
so soft that they were unwilling to do any- 
thing that involved sacrifice or inconvenience, 
even though they might be of great service to 
the community and social order. In many 
ways we were brought up in a generation—and 
the writer is part of it—that is composed 
largely of those who put self-gratification 
first in the moral code, and is either too soft 
or lazy to give serious consideration to any- 
thing else. 

The same day last May that President 
Roosevelt spoke to the American people Musso- 
lini spoke to the Italian people. Will Rogers 
compared the speeches. One told his hearers 
that they were on the road to prosperity. The 
other said, “You have many lean years ahead. 
You must sacrifice and bear it.” It indicates 
the difference of the two peoples, for we are 
usually told what we like to hear. It reflects 
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the moral laziness of the American people, : 
inordinate desire for ease. Let a leader in 
United States call for preparation for h 
times, and we will rise up and destroy h 
We want prosperity! We do not condition it 
is the “magnificent obsession” of the pres 
day. 

Somehow our moral code needs to be tu 
up to include something else beside ease, c« 
fort and self-satisfaction. Those who h 
been accustomed to the external authority 
the church and state, are lost in confus 
when their guides break down. They need 
develop a corresponding internal authority 
keep them on the right path. Confusion! w 
better word describes the present moral ec 
dition. 

In the midst of this confusion we have 
steadying influence of the Gospel of Chr 
It takes the Ten Commandments and wr! 
them in two brief statements on the fle 
tables of the heart. They are not made to k 
us from having a good time, but to keep 
from having a bad time. We need to plug. 
ears to those to whom Paul refers in I T 
1:7 who “‘understanding neither what they s 
nor whereof they affirm,” seek an excuse 
our moral flabbiness. We need to hear 
unto Him who sets before us the Golden Ri 
who Himself “‘went about doing good.” ° 
lawyer who asked Him, ‘‘Master, what mu; 
do to inherit eternal life?”’ heard the cc 
“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with 
thy heart, with all thy soul, and with all 
strength, and with all thy mind; and 
neighbor as thyself.” To us also He ss 
“This do and thou shalt live.’’ 

We have sown the wind in omitting mc 
and religious training from our educatio 
system, and we reap the whirlwind of m« 
decay and corruption. You cannot leave m«¢ 
training out of the educational system w 
out undermining the character of citizens 
We believe in the separation of church : 
state, but not in the separation of educat 
from religion and morals. Today the steady 
influence in our moral confusion is the Gos 
of Jesus Christ with its high ethics and sta 
ards of life, and its fine moral precepts. I 
the only steadying influence that we have 1 
“The foundation of God standeth sure.” 


And this steadying gospel is likewise en 
ing the spiritual confusion of our life. We 
teachers in the long ago who said that 
seat of the spirit was in the liver. Then : 
later date they affirmed that the seat of 
spirit was in the heart of flesh in the tho: 
Others said that the seat of the spirit wa: 
the brain. Then came the mechanistic psye 
ogist who looked at the brain and found 
place for the soul, more than that, no sou 
all. The first impulse that motivates the 
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tric nerve of a jelly fish is just the same in 
kind as the delicate vibrations in the brain of 
a human being. 

In response the idea is prevalent that we are 
just machinery, a finely constructed bit of 
mechanism, but only a mechanism. We came 
into being of ourselves, with a strange origin, 
and a life stranger than our origin. Some day 
we will run down like a clock, and the worn 
out machinery will be cast aside and forgot- 
ten. This belief in regard to our being has led 
to the idea that since we are purely body, 
no more, only a mind seated in a physical 
brain, perhaps one of many electrical phe- 
nomena, who knows, therefore the chief end of 
man is “‘to eat, drink, and be merry, for tomor- 
row the clock will run down.” The old Epi- 
curean philosophy is given new foundation, 
and life is a snare and a delusion, with no pur- 
pose, no aim, no destiny worthy of the name. 
Nothing is left but physical and intellectual 
enjoyment. If the moral implications are con- 
fusing, the spiritual implications are devas- 
tating. 

Into the midst of this the Gospel of Christ 
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comes like a refreshing evening breeze, and we 
breathe in its saving strength. God Himself is 
a spirit, and we share His existence. He 
breathed into us the breath of life and we be- 
came living souls. As we sit in our homes, as 
we walk the streets, as we go about our work, 
we share the nobility of divinity. We are 
destined for a high estate here and hereafter. 
As a result we know that ‘Man doth not live by 
bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth 
out of the mouth of God,’ the Great Spirit 
that gave him being. “The Spirit of man is 
the candle of the Lord,” and the Almighty 
reaches out and touches us with divinity, that 
we may be like Him who became real to us in 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Confusion, disturbance, uncertainty, chaos, 
it is seen on every side. In the midst of this 
disturbed and confused world the steadying 
Gospel of Jesus Christ is seeking to give aim, 
purpose, and direction to our life. ‘‘Neverthe- 
less the foundation of God standeth sure.” We 
can thank God that we have this steadying in- 
fluence in the midst of our world. What would 
we do without it! 


apes 
DISTINCTIVE NOTES OF CHRISTMAS JOY 


@ CLAUDE R. SHAVER 


Believers in Christianity, at Christmas time, 
are likely to fall in with the popular and secu- 
lar conceptions of happiness and merriment: 
when, in reality, there are some peculiar and 
unique notes of gladness which should not be 
overlooked. What was it, in the experience of 
Wise Men and Shepherds, in Mary and Eliza- 
beth, that prompted rapture and praise. 


I. New consciousness as to the nearness of 
God, and as to the reality of His plans, thrilled 
souls, reviving promises of Isaiah, and pros- 
pects of nobler living. Suppose we tear out 
the New Testament record from the Bible. 
Consider the hopeless void that remains. Our 
appreciation of Christmas will then rise above 
the commercialized ‘‘amusement”’ stage, and 
above the merely secular and traditional in 
our observances. 


II. New dignity to life comes from the new 
emphasis which Jesus gave to soul possibilities 
as “children of God.” This dignity comes with 
association in winning others—‘‘Not servants 
but friends,” said Jesus to disciples (John 
15:14-16). “Workers together with God (II 
Cor. 6:1). The New Year may have a new 


meaning; providing— 


Matt. 2:10. “And when they saw the star they 


rejoiced.” (See also Luke 2:20.) 


III. We enter some new channel of help- 
fulness. Wise men found joy in “giving,” 
under very unusual circumstances (for them). 
Which practice, in unusual places, is no longer 
a novelty: but is the popular habit. Giving to 
those in need makes Christmas in every land 
a unique and distinctive festival. 


Where Christmas Began 
John 8:16. “For God so loved the world, that he 
gave,” ete. 

There is much interest and curiosity in 
locating the historical beginning of Christ- 
mas; but there may be even more impressive 
thoughts in going behind the historical to the 
spiritual, where, after all, we must find our 
real satisfactions in this gladsome occasion. 

I. In the heart of the Father, the very Cen- 
ter of the Universe, we find both the motive 
and objective, for this wonderful program. 
The plan herein conceived touches both moral 
and metaphysical realms of human experience, 
binding earth to heaven; not with a mere 
physical force, like gravitation. These realms 
lie beyond the power of the material and 
secular. 
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II. Love (which is not mere sentiment or 
emotion) arises not in human hearts, but in the 
Creative Personality of Infinity. Love in this 
sense is an appreciation of human worth in 
soul possibilities; and in cooperative thinking 
with the Father. Salvation and eternal life are 
not altogether for the future “but here and 
now.” “On earth some taste is given, of the 
joys that wait us beyond the gates of heaven.” 
(Old hymn.) 
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III. Love must be measured in sacrificial e: 
pression—‘So loved that he gave his only b 
gotten son” was not understood fully at Bet! 
lehem, not until Calvary and later did tk 
world appreciate sacrificial service thus il 
spired. 

For the love of God is broader than the measu1 
of man’s mind; 

And the heart of the eternal is most wonde: 
fully kind. 


Age 


itob-U S$ FRAT Ook 


WILLIAM J. HART, D. D. 


“Now, We'll Sing!” 
Eph. 5:19. “Sing and offer praise in your 
hearts to the Lord.” (Weymouth.) 

I can remember the new world that dawned 
upon a certain schoolroom I knew years ago, 
whose pupils had the misfortune to be in charge 
of one who saw only the dark side of things and 
felt only the worry, when twice a week at 
three o’clock the door opened, a bright smiling 
face glanced over the room, and a most cheerful 
voice said, “Now, we'll sing!” 

How those children sang! And they left the 
room those nights as if they hated to go—as if 
they would have gladly postponed the ringing 
of the bell. 

The work was departmental in that build- 
ing, and she had the music. She put music into 
their lives, their very souls, their entire world. 
After a while a great city took her, and hun- 
dreds of children there watch the door with 
that same look of anticipation and joy on days 
when the program says, “Music.” 

It’s a great thing to be able to pour sunshine 
into life that way—and any one can—if he 
will.‘“Just Over the Hill” by Margaret Slat- 
tery (The Pilgrim Press). 


Message of Christmas 


Luke 2:31. “Which thou hast prepared before 
the face of all people.” 

Someone has said: “The message of Easter 
is, ‘Think of heaven;’ the message of the Fourth 
of July is, ‘Think of our nation;’ the message of 
Thanksgiving is, ‘Think of your blessings;’ the 
message of New Year’s Day is, ‘Think on the 
passing time;’ but the message of Christmas 
says, ‘Think of others.’ ”’ 


God’s Time 
Gal. 4:4. “But when the fullness of time wo 
come, God sent forth his Son.” 

The history of the world has been made b 
its great men. How did it happen that the 
came just when they did? One has only 1 
think of Luther or Wesley for the question t 
arise. They appeared, as it seems, just in th 
nick of time to save the world of their day 
But how came it that they appeared just at the 
moment? The same question arises in connet 
tion with Jesus. How did it happen that H 
came just when He did? St. Paul gives th 
answer. He tells us that Jesus came when th 
time was ripe. Events had conspired togethe 
to make an opening for Him. The time cam 
when God found His opportunity to send Hin 
“When the fullness of the time was come, Go 
sent forth His Son.”—Dr. James Reid in Th 
British Weekly. 

@ 
Sweet Surprise 
Luke 2:13. “And suddenly there was with th 
angel a multitude of the heavenly hos 
praising God.” 
Out of the midnight sky a great dawn broke 
And a voice singing flooded us with song. 
In David’s city was he born, it sang, 
A Saviour, Christ the Lord. Then while I sat 
Shivering with the thrill of that great ery, 
A mighty choir a thousandfold more sweet 
Suddenly sang, Glory to God, and Peace— 
Peace on the earth; my heart almost unnerved 
By that swift loveliness, would hardly beat. 
Speechless we waited till the accustomed night 
Gave us no promise more of sweet surprise; 
Then scrambling to our feet, without a word 
We started through the fields to find the Chil 
—John Erskine (Quoted in the New Centur 
Leader). 
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Facing the Picture at Christmas 
Matt. 2:1. “Now when Jesus was born in Beth- 
lehem.” 


One Christmas-tide I was at a meeting where 
stereopticon slides had been used for the mis- 
sion study. At the conclusion of the talk a 
picture of Christ was thrown on the screen. In 
_ the semi-darkness, facing that beautiful pic- 
_ ture, we thrilled to hear a sweet voice singing 
a lovely old Christmas carol. Then a reader 
brought an adaptation of the Christmas story 
from Ben Hur. Prayer was offered before the 
lights were turned on. It was a simple, impres- 
sive service and we went away with glowing 
hearts.—Ruth E. Wheaton in “Think of These 
Things,” in The Christian Advocate. 


“Make Room for Jesus”’ 
Luke 2:7. “Because there was no room for 
them in the inn.” 


The last Christmas article from the pen of 
General Bramwell Booth appeared in The War 
Cry of December 24th, 1927, when he was sev- 
enty-two. His daughter in the life of her 
father quotes this paragraph. 

“Jesus was born in the stable because no 
room could be found for Him in the inn to 
which it belonged. Changed as many things 
are since that day, something of the same 
nature still goes on. The details are not ex- 
actly similar, of course, but the governing prin- 
ciples are practically the same, and the result, 
beyond question, is identical—Jesus Christ is 
still pushed out—or left out—or crowded out 
of the lives of men. My friend, make room, at 
any cost, in spite of any loss, make room for 
Jesus.” 

2 


Taking Children into the Family on Christmas 
Day 

Matt. 25:40. “Inasmuch as ye have done it unto 
one of the least of these... ye have done 
it unto me.” 

An idea which caught the imagination of the 
public at once found expression during the 
last Christmas season in Utica, New York. | A 
public-spirited citizens, while fully realizing 
the value of providing baskets for family din- 
ners, and also the happiness brought to many 
by the Christmas dinners provided in various 
ways by different organizations, conceived that 
something different might be done for the 
children. He wondered if it would not be pos- 
sible to provide a real touch of home life for 
the boys and girls for one meal—perhaps for 
one full day. 

Hence he made an announcement through 
the city newspapers that he would be glad to 
receive the names of families who would like 
to have an unfortunate child (or more than 
one, if desired) as dinner guests on Christmas 
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Day. School teachers, school officers, neigh- 
bors, or any interested persons, on the other 
hand, were asked to furnish names of children 
who needed such provision made for them. 


Immediately the telephone calls came from 
all over the city expressing a desire to have a 
child, or perhaps more, either for dinner, or 
for the entire day. Not only so, but others 
volunteered to convey such boys and girls in 
their automobiles, and this added to the safety 
and comfort of the children. 


One man called and said that his wife, his 
daughter and his mother-in-law all celebrated 
their birthday at Christmas, and they would 
like to entertain ten children as dinner guests 
in their family. In fact, so great was the de- 
sire to have children for a day, that there were 
not enough children found to meet the de- 
mand. 


It was a new venture in philanthropy, at 
least in Utica, but it created such enthusiasm 
throughout the city that it will unquestionably 
be continued. Those entertained and their 
hosts were alike happy, and thus Christmas 
cheer came to many hearts and homes as the 
result. 

@ 
A Terrible Ordeal 
John 1:9. “That was the true light, which 
lighteth every man that cometh into the 
world.” 

They were in deadly peril, and they knew it! 
Two salmon fishers were out in the middle of 
the Severn. There was only one path to safety 
between quicksands and deep water. The tide 
was rising fast, and the guiding lights on the 
shore were hidden by fog. To stay, was certain 
death—to move, was to risk a plunge into deep 
water with its treacherous undercurrent. How 
could they find the way to safety and home? For 
an instant the fog lifted! A moment’s glimpse 
of the lights and the practiced eye of the fisher- 
men knew the path. Shouting to his companion, 
he started for the shore, and with the tide ris- 
ing breast-high they reached the bank and fell 
down, exhausted but safe. There is but one way 
to safety, and one Light that can guide to life 
eternal. Jesus said: “I am the Way, the Truth, 
and the Life.”—The Christian Herald, London. 


Gold and Frankincense and Myrrh 

Matt. 2:11. “And when they had opened their 
treasures, they presented unto him gifts; 
gold, and frankincense, and myrrh.” 


I cannot bring Thee gold, 
Most Holy One, 
Except to offer back to Thee 
The gold of sun, 
And ripened wheat, and daffodils, 
And all the golden joy that love distils. 
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No frankincense I bring, 
O Lord, to Thee, 
Except what is Thine own. 
Ineffably 
My adoration shall express 
The incense of my spirit’s eagerness. 


And if I bring Thee myrrh, 
This Christmas Day, 
Thou wilt transmute the bitterness 
In some strange way. 
So shall I know my offering 
Is worthy of acceptance to my King. 
—By Mary Hallet. 
e@ 
A Thrill from Giving 
Matt. 2:11. “Presented... gifts.” 
Acts. 20:35. “Jesus... said, It is more blessed 
to give than to receive.” 

A student, in sending a gift to The New York 
Times for the Hundred Neediest Cases during 
the time of depression, said: 

“T may be having a hard time getting 
through Cornell University, but I am perfectly 
willing to contribute a small part of my allow- 
ance to a noble cause. To know that one’s con- 
tribution will make this world just a little more 
friendly to some unfortunate individual gives 
me a thrill which cannot be described.” 

® 


Cut Down His Meals to Give 
IT Cor. 9:7. “God loveth a cheerful giver.” 

Said a contributor to the Christmas Fund of 
the New York Times: 

“The Hundred Neediest Cases have shown me 
how much better off I am, even though I have 
been out of work for the past ten months... . 
I am saving this dollar out of my meals while 
I am still out of work.” 

®@ 
Lavender Sent by English Girls 
Yorkers 
Matt. 2:11. “Gifts.” 

At a Christmas dinner given to almost two 
hundred elderly persons by the Advertising 
Club of New York City, each guest received a 
bag of English lavender. This lavender was 
sent by three English girls, Esther, Colleen 
and Pauline Berry, of Ilford, Essex, England. 
They heard “Uncle Bob” Sherwood broadcast, 
and had written him. He replied, and told the 
girls of the party which was being planned, 
and the girls sent back the lavender together 
with a wish for those at the party of a “Merry 
Christmas and a Nice New Yeav.” 

® 
America’s Christmas Tree 
Isa. 61:3. “The planting of the Lord, that he 
might be glorified.” 

Millions of Christmas trees are found in 
homes and public places in the United States 
during Christmastide. Thousands of cities 


for New 
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and villages have the brightly decorated cor 
munity Christmas tree, but there is one whic 
has been designated the “nation’s Christma 
tree.” This is a giant redwood tree whic 
stood “tall and strong when the three wise me 
hastened to Bethlehem.” In fact, it has bee 
estimated to be five thousand years old. 

This distinctive tree stands in the Generé 
Grant National Park in California, and is 
cated just in the center of the Park. It stand 
264 feet tall, and is 6,700 feet above sea level. 

Here hundreds of people assemble from th 
San Joaquin Valley on Christmas and sin 
carols. 

Many visitors’ to California during th 
Christmas season find added pleasure by join 
ing with residents in this unique celebration. 


What Made Eleanor’s Christmas Lovely 
Acts 20:35. “It is more blessed to give than t 
receive.” 

The following letter was sent to the Ne 
York Times at the Christmas season by | 
father: “This is Eleanor’s ninth Christma: 
and she thinks it has been the loveliest of al 
One reason, I suspect, is because she has de 
cided to use some of her savings to help mak 
a little girl happier. Please use her small gif 
for one of the cases in which a child of he 
age will be helped.” 

e 
In Memory of Father 
Prov. 10:7. “The memory of the just is blessed. 

Making a contribution to the fund for th 
needy at Christmastide, in New York City, th 
giver wrote: “I am giving it in memory o 
my father, who died during the year and whos 
interest in children and young people neve 
failed to the last day of his 83 years. Pleas 
apply the money to some child’s needs.” 

e 
Sacred Money 
Prov.17:8. “A gift is as a precious stone.” 

The following brief note accompanied a gif 
to the Christmas fund for the needy organize 
by the New York Times: 

“In Memory of Jack Amir—This little bo 
has been saving these pennies ($9.21) in th 
enclosed box, and he has just passed away 
December 19. His father is giving it in hi 
memory.” 

e 
Bethlehem’s Best 
Luke 2:8. “There were ... shepherds abidin, 
in the field, keeping watch over their floc: 
by night.” 

Often I have been to Bethlehem, tasting th 
full flavor of every aspect of that holy place 
Best of all, I like the field of the shepherds 
There are no shrines there, no encrustation 0 
ecclesiasticism, no maring of the simplicity o 
the out-of-doors by man’s hands. 
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Never should a Christmas Day come round 
without our remembering that it was to simple 
workingmen, busy about their monotonous 
open-air duties, that the Good News first came. 
Sometimes God speaks through cloistered 
saints; but mostly it is out-of-doors men who 
are given His message.—W. T. Ellis. 


e 
The Birth of a Prince 
Tsa. 9:6. “For unto us a child is born ... and his 
name shall be... The Prince of Peace.” 


Towards the end of Napoleon’s reign all 


_ France was moved at the birth of a child. The 


Emperor, and all his subjects, earnestly desired 
a son to succeed him on the throne. It was pre- 
viously arranged that, if the infant were a 
princess, twenty-one guns should be fired, but 
if a prince, a hundred. At the first report all 
Paris was astir. When the twenty-first gun had 
gone off, the anxiety became almost unendur- 
able. The gunner delayed an instant, and a 
hundred thousand people held their breath, 
but when the twenty-second—double charged— 
was let off, the whole nation rejoiced. Never 
were hopes more vain. Not long after, the 
Emperor was a captive on a desolate rock, and 
the child was carried to an early tomb. But the 
Child whose birth we commemorate this Christ- 
mas-time lives to bless the world, and will 
reign for ever.—The Christian Herald, London. 


“Now Turn to the King of Kings.” 
Rev. 19:12. “And on his head were many 
crowns.” 

At the Centennary Thanksgiving of the 
Bible Society in the Royal Albert Hall (No- 
vember, 1905), messages of congratulation 
were read from the various Protestant rulers 
of the world. After this was done, the presid- 
ing officer, the Marquis of Northampton, said: 
“Now that we have read these addresses from 
earthly rulers, let us turn our minds to the 
King of Kings. We will sing, ‘Crown Him with 
many crowns.’” It was an appropriate recogni- 
tion of Him who is above all earthly rulers and 
powers. 

@ 
What the Invitation Included 
Luke 17:22. “Ye shall desire to see one of the 
days of the Son of Man.” 

Speaking of memorable days in his life, days 
which he would like to re-live, Dr. Bruce 
Wright tells of a day he once spent with the 
late Bishop Charles Henry Brent in the Philip- 
pine Islands. Said he in Chancel Windows: 

“The ‘Manse,’ my home as pastor of the 
American Union Church of Manila, was only 
three blocks from Bishop Brent’s home. I saw 
him on many days, but one in particular I re- 


‘member. He invited me for lunch and asked me 


to come early. We sat on the wide porch of his 
residence and visited. His subjects of conver- 


The EXPOSITOR and HOMILETIC REVIEW 


Page 695 


sation were always worthwhile, never trivial. 
Fifteen minutes before lunch we went into his 
house-chapel, a perfectly appointed room of 
worship directly off the central hall. The 
chapel would seat perhaps two dozen. Guests 
invited to his home for midday lunch knew 
always that the invitation included the mo- 
ments of prayer and worship in the little 
chapel. So there we knelt, only four of us that 
day, while Bishop Brent prayed. It was in the 
early days of the World War and his prayers 
especially held that in mind. The Prayers were 
for peace, justice, righteousness. It was a 
memorable day, and I would like to see an- 
other day in the life of Bishop Brent.” 

Most of us cherish the memory of days we 
would like to re-live. 

e 


Laundress Guest of Leading Citizens 

Prov. 31:27. “She looketh well to the ways of 
her household, and eateth not the bread of 
idleness.” 

A beautiful story of deep human interest was 
prominently displayed in The New York Times 
early in 1935. It came from Falls City, Nebras- 
ka, and ran thus: 

“An unusual party was given here when 
most of the town’s foremost citizens entertained 
their washerwoman as the guest of honor. 

“The party itself was less interesting than 
the occasion for it. There was the ceremony of 
burning the mortgage on the guest’s home. At 
the age of sixty-eight she has just completed 
paying for a $7,000 house out of her earnings 
as laundress and maid-of-all-work in Falls 
City homes. 

“In addition to this feat she has raised a 
family of six children during her thirty years 
of service in the homes of the town’s elite. 

“Mrs. Irene Collier, the heroine of the eve- 
ing, has come to be looked upon by them more as 
a friend than a servant. She is unanimously 
awarded the local palm for outstanding in- 
dividual achievement.” 

This incident is a forceful illustration of a 
woman who lived her daily life in a quietly 
heroic manner. 

@ 


Safety and Companionship of Happy Children 
Zech. 8:5. “Boys and girls playing.” 

Describing some things which happened dur- 
ing the Christmas season of 1934 in the Wana- 
maker store in New York City, this pleasant 
incident was given: 

“A group of orphan children came in—60 
of them—joined with one another by a light 
rope attached to the arms (like Alpine 
climbers) so they wouldn’t get lost. They cir- 
cled round the great Christmas tree in the 
Rotunda, walking up and down the center stair- 
way, crossed Ninth Street (and oh, boy how 
they did stop traffic!), up to the Auditorium 
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walking through the airship to visit Santa 

Claus, pilot—a chain of happy children bound 

together for both safety and companionship.” 
t 


Christmas Day on the Battlefield 
Luke 2:14. “And on earth peace among men in 
whom he is well pleased.” 

Captain Bruce Bairnsfeather, a veteran of 
the World War, telling of his experience in 
Flanders on Christmas Eve and morning, says, 
“As the dawn came I was able to see the situa- 
tion. Our soldiers were everywhere in dis- 
order. Some were standing on the parapet, a 
position which at a normal time would have 
meant sudden death. Others were straggling 
out into ‘No Man’s Land,’ past our barbed 
wire, laughing and talking. Looking toward 
the German lines I saw precisely the same 
scene. Numbers of German soldiers were 
swarming out of their trenches toward us. The 
soldiers of both armies were approaching one 
another across ‘No Man’s Land’ with smiling 
curiosity in just the way a crowd surges over a 
football field after a match. Something had 
leaped across the intervening space, like the 
leap of electricity between two over-charged 
spheres. The Spirit of Christmas had been 
too much for war. We were soldiers who had 
fought, and had got to continue fighting. To 
stop suddenly and be friendly seemed a prepos- 
terous thing. But there was a greater force 
than armies at the front that night.” 

—The Sunday School Times. 
e 


One Hour of a Busy Day 
Acts 10:38. “Went about doing good.” 

To have attained fourscore years so beauti- 
ful that they may be worn as a crown, is an 
achievement to be coveted. But to be still 
busy about the Master’s work with the eighty- 
first birthday on the way is an even greater 
thing. Here is a fragment from a letter writ- 
ten recently by such a daughter of the King: 

One item in a very busy day yesterday was 
a call from a dear friend who is in close touch 
with young people in our high school. She 
brought with her a young girl in the hope that 
I might help solve the problems of a hasty 
temper and inability to make and retain 
friendships. 

The father of this girl died when she was 
a small child and he asked the family with 
whom she lives to adopt her after he was 
gone. Her mother is now in the woman’s re- 
formatory, sent there as a vagrant. Elsie, so 
my friend tells me, is very anxious to be a 
more worthy woman than her mother is. 

When they came I met them as graciously 
as I could, and as we sipped a cup of tea and 
nibbled dainty cookies, served on my pretty 
rose-colored dishes, we talked things over and 
closed with a little talk with God that He 
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would make our hearts very sensitive to tl 

approval of the Spirit; that we might be guid 

by Him in all of our problems; and then le 

the results of our fellowship in His hands. 
—The Christian Advocate. 

e 

“All Aboard!” 

Matt. 25:10. “And the door was shut.” 

One evening in a railroad depot we we: 
watching a line of people passing through tl 
station to a train. All at once the gatemé 
shouted “All aboard” and a few seconds lat 
the gate closed. About a minute after a mz 
came running through the station and out ~ 
the gate. He grasped it and pushed it : 
hard as he could. But it was shut and tl 
train had gone. It was too late. 

Every opportunity that comes to us is lil 
a gate. There is only a short time in whic 
we can enter and then the gate closes ar 
we are outside. A man told me once how | 
nearly became rich. He was offered an oppo 
tunity to invest some money. He decided thi 
he would think it over a week or so. He mac 
up his mind to take the offer. But when | 
went to announce his decision it was too lat 
The gate was shut. 

Stuart Nye Hutchinson, D. D., in “The Vow 
Within Us,” Revell Co. 

t 
My Diary 
Job. 19:23. “My words were ... written.” 
Beautiful moments I write on my page— 

Colors of sunset that flame in the west, 
Singing of birds in the mating of spring, 

Peace of the churchyard where weary fol 

rest; 
Rainbows of spray where the sea meets tl 
cliff, 

Dancing of waters in mystic moonlight, 
Hush of my soul as I walk ’neath the stars, 

Fragrance of bowers that steals through tt 


night; 
Clasping of hands that with friendship a1 
warm, 
Looks that go straight into eyes that a1 
deep, 


Pressure of lips upon lips that I love, 
Treasured last thoughts ere surrender | 
sleep; 
Prayers for my loved ones that they may | 
safe, 
Prayers for my own self that I may be true 
Grant me more moments, O God, to write dow! 
Moments of beauty in which to find You. 


—Agnes S. J. Powers, in The Boston Tras 
script. 
@ 


Forgetting Those Things Which Are Behind 
Phil. 3:13. “Forgetting what lies behind me an 


straining to what lies before me.” : 
fatt). f fas 
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Backwards this tangled skein 

I would pursue: in vain 

from the bewildering mesh 

snatch chance-pulled knot and vagrant circling 
thread: 

as though the unaided flesh 

which, unillumined, fell, 

whilst holding well 

those precious strands thus in confusion 

caught, 

‘would e’er retread 

long erring steps; be brought 

back to the point where life’s fine weaving 
grew 

to intricate beauty as swift shuttles flew. 


But at my fumbling touch 

when my thread broke 

and I in anguish cried, 

Love spoke: 

“O grieve not overmuch 

for truth not long will be denied. 

The weft you held was more than you could 
hold 

parted from truth; and this frayed edge is such 

as truth can spare. 

But have you will to weave? 

Behold 

I, Love, am near. 

Be bold, 

and from my hands new threads of life receive.” 


—E. Lindsay in The British Weekly. 
Oxford. 


ory 
CHURCH AND SOCIETY 


® J. J. PHELAN 
Sincere Christmas 


Luke 6:46. “Why call ye me, ‘Lord! Lord!’?” 


The world says, “A Merry Christmas!” and 
we soon forget it. The Christian sings it and its 
echo rings throughout the year. And why? 
1. Because the “Merry Christmas” greeting of 
the religion of Christ is far more genuine and 
sincere than that of a mere nominal Christen- 
dom, or even a popularized Christianity. 25 1t 
is not motivated by the spirit of gain or greed. 
8. It is more than a sentimental or perfunctory 
gesture. 4. It is prompted by an ethical rather 
than an artificial morality. 5. It is free from 
pious formulas, and the jingle of the cash at the 
pay window. 6. It is untainted by cant and 
hypocrisy. 7. It does not give in order to re- 
ceive. 8. “Merry Christmas” is a Christian 8, 
not a pagan’s greeting anyway. 9, It is moti- 
vated by Christian love to all mankind. 10. A 
Christian’s “Merry Christmas” is never a 


catchy business slogan. 
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Legacy of Christmas 


Luke 2:10. “Do not be frightened, I bring you 
good news.” 


Non compos mentis—a very free modern 
translation is simply “one who is off balance” 
—“gone haywire’ or “berserk”—“without 
mental composure”’-—“one disposed to jitters or 
nerves.” Under “dementia praecox,” the physi- 
cian has classified many a patient. The great 
malady for which Christ, the Physician, was 
continually prescribing was FEAR (Greek 
phobia). In the New Testament there are over 
160 uses of the word. “Why are ye so fear- 
ful?” “And they cried out for fear,” “and fear 
fell upon all,” “Fear not, little flock,” “There is 
no fear in love.” Was it Edward Everett Hale 
who once said, “most people carry three kinds 
of trouble—all they ever had, all they have 
now, and all they ever expect to have?” 
Christ’s “good news” banishes fear. 


@ . 
Sociability of Christmas 


I Cor. 16:7. “I hope to spend some time with 
you.” 


“If after the Kirk Ye Bide a Wee, 

There’s someone would like to speak with Ye. 
If after the Kirk Ye Rise and Flee, 

We'll all seem ‘Cold’ and ‘Stiff’ to Ye.” 

Does your church register 82 degrees of an 
unsocial atmosphere? Of course, we say, “No,” 
we surely don’t want to compete sociably with 
the temperature of an Arctic Refrigerator. 
We may fear that so excellent a virtue can be 
“overdone,” but most of us will very gladly 
accept an open hand, and a pleasant smile and 
word of cheer. God made us that way! And 
we savor neither of patronage nor salesman- 
ship—when we greet you. We know of some 
souls who really “get religion” at funerals— 
they seem to be present at all of them, but even 
they are in a minority. If you haven’t begun, 
start now and be sociable, this Christmas. 
Church is both a religious and sociable insti- 
tution. 

e 


Consistent Christians 
Acts 8:87. “I believe...” 

It is one thing to pass resolutions highly ex- 
toiling Christianity as a generating force in 
civilization, and to recommend its creeds and 
principles for the other fellow. But to appro- 
priate its soul-saving power in godly living, 
and be aligned with others similarly minded is 
quite another. Behold the “last words” of many 
public, yet unconverted men! Are they not 
often replete with generous effusions of the 
merits of Christianity? To be sure, but of 
what value to be a neglected wife and family 
—are the rhapsodies of a dying man with his 
long-delayed expressions of “undying love?” 
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Christianity likewise, has little use for wilted 
flowers. Give Christ your heart in the bloom 
of life, and pray be consistent. 
e 
Religio-Social Catechism 
Matt. 22:37-39:40. “Love God... love neigh- 
bor as yourself.” 

What I am, I owe largely to organized social 
groups, social institution and social environ- 
ment. The Social Order determined me before 
I was born, and has influenced me greatly 
since I arrived. It is still affecting my destiny 
—for good or ill. 

I owe my religion to my God and the church; 
my voting franchise and citizenship obligations 
to an organized political state; my duty as hus- 
band and parent to the organized family; my 
education to an accredited school and college; 
my friends and social acquaintances to social 
groups and social contacts. 

I cannot dodge Society, if I would, and I 
would not, if I could: I must therefore help to 
create an Ideal Society in which all others may 
have an equal or better. chance. May self- 
realization, self-advancement, self-respect and 
self-improvement be attained by all. Gladly, 
I pledge my undying devotion. So help me God 
and keep me steadfast. 


@ 
“Pep” Religion 
I Cor. 13:5. “Love doth not put on airs.” 

Why pine for the good old “pep” days? We 
still have “pep” talks and talkers, “pep” eco- 
nomics, “pep” philosophy, “pep” education and 
even ‘“‘pep’”’ religion. A new minister calls. 
With a dramatic gesture, shesaid,““No,we don’t 
attend church, you see, we are considerate of 
the family below us—who sleep late. Charlie 
fairly dotes on church singing, so I turn the 
button on high, and believe me, I give him 
plenty of it.” The minister was about to re- 
mark, “I see, and as a faithful wife, I suppose 
you feel it your duty to entertain him.” But 
he muffed his only chance. Quickly, and with 
nearly moist eyes, she resumed, “Poor Charlie 
works so hard, and Saturday is his only night 
out for the show anyway. Yes, we’ll come over 
some time. Charlie likes Billy Sunday religion 
—it has so much ‘pep’ in it.”” But suppose when 
they come over, we are just out of “pep.”” And 
they wonder why ministers are so bald. 


) 
Anti-Bellum Christmas 
Luke 2:14. “Peace to the men he favors.” 

With swelling chest and flashing eye, they 
thundered, “a last war to end war!” Who? 
O, the weisenheimers, race-superiority clan, 
money-lenders, war correspondents, chauvin- 
ists and sundry other cocksure folks. Since 
then, however, forty and more nationalities 
have sought each other’s neck, and surely not 
in a lover’s embrace. It won’t be easy to put 
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one over the church and spirit of Christ agail 
Or are you another Machiavellian justifying 
Japan in her seizure of Manchuria? But thin 
of an Italian dictator “civilizing’” Ethiopian 
with American gun cotton? The Birth of Chris 
was not ushered in with a grand parade c 
soldiery, nor with boom of cannon. Peter, Jame 
and John were not “up” in military strateg 
and cunning. They never followed the Bible o 
Flag with a Battleship. As peacemakers, the 
practiced the spirit of Christmas. 


Why Are You Religious? 
Ps. 103:4. “Who redeemeth thy life from de 
struction.” 


There are different reasons for different per 
sons. Just a few: 


1. Man is ina jam. He needs help and want 
to get out and carry on. 2. Man wants mor 
freedom. Life is too much like a prison. H 
wants air, light, expansion and progress. @ 
Man is in pain and trouble. He seeks for a re 
ligious liniment to soothe his tired and ofte 
defeated spirit. 4. Man is poor and needy. H 
lacks possessions. He hears that people “ge 
religion” or “get salvation.” He is happy i 
making religion a definite static thing witl 
little or no change. 5. Man has an aestheti 
nature. What is more appealing to such tha 
religion as ritual, sentiment and sacrament 
6. Man is more emotional than rational. B: 
which we mean, that he would rather feel righ 
than think right. Of course, there are man: 
religions already thought out for him. 7. Som 
men (not so many here) must have a religioi 
of daily new experience grappling with th 
elements of mystery, surprise and adventure 
In all these wants and needs—God has been rea 
to see Christians have a Christ who fills th 
void. 
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THE BIBLE, AN AMERICAN TRANSLATION 
J. M. Powis Smith, editor of the O. T. Edgar J. Good- 
speed, Translator of the N. T. University of Chicago 


Press, Chicago, Ill. The complete American transla- 
tion, popular edition. Hitherto, $3.50, now $2.00. 


Fifteen books of the O. T., translated by J. M. Powis 
Smith; ten by Theophile J. Meek; nine, by Leroy Water- 
man; and five, by Alex. R. Gordon. All of these trans- 
lators are noted Hebrew scholars. The translator of 
the N. T. is Edgar J. Goodspeed, the distinguished 
Greek scholar. Since the R. V. was first published, 
much light, from history, archaeology, and language, 
has fallen upon the Bible, especially in recent years. 
Our changing English speech has also necessitated this 
new translation. It maintains the best traditions of 
elevated and noble diction, suited to its sublime teach- 
ing, as used in the former standard translations. This 
translation not only gives an exact rendering but puts 
it into a literary style, full of charm and beauty. This 
edition makes the Bible speak its messages clearer, 
more direct, and more pointed than even in the great 
translations by the A. V. and R. V. 


THE SCHOFIELD REFERENCE BIBLE, AUTHORIZED 
EDITION 


It has a new system of connected topical references; re- 
vised marginal renderings; explanations of seeming 
discrepancies; the greater covenants analyzed; proph- 
ecies harmonized; a panoramic view of the Bible; and 
chronologies and maps. The helps are on the pages 
where needed. Oxford University Press. New and 
improved edition (1917). $1.95. 


This edition of the Bible has been a favorite with 
eonservative Christians from its first publication in 
1909. Its contributors are both eminent and spiritual 
men. It is exceedingly important that spiritual things 
shall be explained by spiritually-minded scholars. This 
edition of the Bible will continue to be preferred, no 
doubt, by a multitude of Bible students. 


THE TRANSLATED BIBLE, 1534-1934, COMMEMO- 
RATING THE FOUR HUNDREDTH ANNIVERSARY 
OF THE TRANSLATION OF THE BIBLE BY MAR- 
TIN LUTHER 


Ralph H. Long, D. D., Executive Director of the Na- 
tional Lutheran Council, New York, N. Y. The United 
Lutheran Publication House, Philadelphia, Pa. 222 
pp. Price not stated. 


“The fundamental doctrine upon which Luther took 
his stand, that the Word of God is the final authority 
in all matters of faith and life, imposed the necessity 
upon him to render it into the vernacular of his people.” 
This is the viewpoint of Lutherans today, as in all other 
Protestant communions. In addition to other German 
versions before and since 1534, this book gives an ac- 
count of important Bible versions by Lutheran writers 
in Danish, Swedish, Icelandic, Norwegian, Finnish, 
Slavic Languages, and English. The entire book is im- 
portant, interesting and fascinating. Other topics pre- 
sented in this volume are: Life of Luther, Luther and 
the Bible, The Original Text, Bible Criticism, The Early 
Versions, The Printing Press, German Versions Before 
1534, The Bible and Missions, Bible Societies, and The 
Bible ina Thousand Tongues. It is a compendium of in- 
formation on the topics named. It contains just the 
facts that ministers need for preparing sermons on the 


Bible. The book is a credit to Lutheran scholarship— 
and that is high praise. 


OUR BIBLE—WHAT’S IN IT? 
Beye W. Kelly. W. A. Wilde Co., Boston. 142 pp. 
This book gives a synopsis of the sixty-six books of 


the Bible in their regular order, with a series of ques- 
tions to bring out the important Passages, characters, 


events, etc., that appear in the text. The answers are! 
in the back of the book. The summary of each book is | 
concise and correct. Important questions of the con- 
tents of the book follow. A useful book, especially for 
children in the home, and as a supplement to Sunday 
school teaching. 


THE LIVING BIBLE, CHAPTER BY CHAPTER. A DE- 
VOTIONAL COMMENTARY ON EACH OF THE 
1179 CHAPTERS IN THE BIBLE 


By Amos R. Wells, Litt. D. W. A. Wilde Co., Boston. 

343 pp. $1.00. 

This book had serial publication, week by week, 
through more than three years. During that time the 
author received nearly two thousand letters from read- 
ers of the articles from every State of the Union (except 
Nevada), every Province of Canada, and from seventeen 
other foreign countries. The Living Bible has therefore 
had a wide test. It has brought light and spiritual 
strength to a multitude. In book form it will widen both 
its circulation and its usefulness. Amos R. Wells was a 
genius in writing devotional and practical comments on 
the Bible. 


GREAT CHAPTERS OF THE BIBLE, EXPLAINED 
AND ANALYZED 


By G. Campbell Morgan, D. D. Revell. 379 pp. $2.50. 


Another great book by a prince of exegetes and ex- 
positors. The selection of the fifty-nine chapters in this 
book was made by votes of members of the West- 
minster Friday night Bible School, on the basis of their 
appeal to the human heart. “Their greatness,’ Dr. 
Morgan says, “is created by human necessity, rather 
than their inherent quality.”” The interpretation em- 
bodies Dr. Morgan’s experience of many years of Bible 
teaching; and of his insight into their deepest mean- 
ing, and of their fulfillment. This book will search both 
the minds and hearts of its readers, by the lamp of 
Holy Scripture. It will show them the path to duty, love, 
and fellowship with God. This is one of the best, if not 
the best, of Dr. Morgan’s expository works. It is a 
superb piece of interpretation. 


LUKE, THE EVANGELIST, A STUDY OF HIS PUR- 
POSE 


By Wilfrid L. Hannam. The Abingdon Press. 238 pp. 


The author is a distinguished British Methodist min- 
ister. He has held important pastorates in his denomina- 
tion. He is a graduate in Divinity of the University of 
London. This book has won high praise from the Dean 
of St. Paul’s Cathedral, London, and by other noted 
men. The author takes a new outlook on Luke’s Gospel. 
He asks his readers to study Luke’s Gospel as if it did 
not belong to the Synoptists. He reminds us that Luke 
is alone in starting his work with an explanation of his 
purpose: See Luke 1:1-4. “We are intended to see,” 
says Hannam, “a man who collects all his materials 
first, and then selects, accepts, includes and rejects, ac- 
cording to the work of his own sensitive and artistic 
mind.” “I am content,” he adds, “to attend solely to 
what Luke has to say.’”’ This attitude of Hannam yields 
fresh outlooks on the story of Jesus. He does not at- 
tempt the work of a commentary, or that of a formal 
biography of Jesus. He gives a series of pictures of 
Jesus teaching, healing, or inspiring the people. The 
backgrounds of these pictures reveal vividly the con- 
temporaneous scene. Hannam’s expositions of Luke’s 
Gospel have freshness and charm. His book has un- 
usual insight into ‘the mind of the Master,” and of His 
personality. Some of the striking chapter headings are: 
Luke, Theophilus, and Stephen Langton; “And the devil 
said unto him, ‘if... ’;’? Manners for Missionaries ; 
One Out of the Multitude; The Right Kind of Impu- 
dence; and “‘They Blindfolded Him.” 
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THE CHURCH AGAINST 
THE WORLD 


° By H. Richard Niebuhr, Wil- 

helm Pauck, and Francis P. Miller 
The Religious Book Club Selection for 

October 

Three brilliant theologians of the 
younger generation, speaking as 
members of a threatened church, ask 
what Protestantism must do to be 
saved. They declare that the church 
has lost its independence; it bows to 
the economic order, to the spirit of 
nationalism, to humanism. Neither 
fundamentalists nor Barthians, the 
authors call upon the church to pro- 
claim its inherent independence of 
state and world, and its dependence 


on God. $2.00 
TEN-MINUTE SERMONS 


® By Lewis H. Chrisman 
Seventy-seven sermons, each an ex- 
ample of the homiletic art at its best: 
a miniature, to be sure, but full of 
color and light, and with definite 
artistic structure. For their wisdom 
and encouragement they will be 
treasured by everyone. $2.00 


REALISTIC PACIFISM 

® By Leyton Richards 
A personal, practical program for the 
abolition of war. Today’s events in 
Europe make the author’s timely 
thesis almost prophetic! Every page 
is translatable into fruitful action 


today. $2.00 


FRONTIERS OF 
CHRISTIAN THINKING 


© By Frederick C. Grant 
May the relative impotence of the 
churches today be due to willingness 
to escape problems instead of solv- 
ing them? [he president of Western- 
Seabury Theological seminary here 
urges a concerted attack on the in- 
escapable problems that beset the 
church today. $2.00 


Willett, Clark & Company 
New York Chicago 


KAGAWA 


SONGS 


FROM THE 


SLUMS 


Songs From the Slums to those who know Kagawa will 
be like the opening of a diary written during the years he lived 
in Shinkawa slums. His word-pictures bring vividly to light the 
human misery, almost incredible, to “ordinary folk upon the 
hill to whom the slums are vague.” But the atmosphere of 
realism is like a photographer's plate unretouched . . . This 
new book reveals as perhaps no other record of his work the 
secrets of Kagawa’s greatness and selflessness which have lifted 
this frail man’s life out of the ordinary and placed it in the 
realm of Christlike living. Every poem in the book shows how 
he identified himself with the people he serves. 

First translation. Beautifully bound and illustrated. A pur- 
boseful gift for anyone. $1 


Highly Praised... 
A BOOK OF CHAPEL TALKS 


By Dean Elbert Russell. Sixty-two talks to Duke University 
students in which “There is no mistaking that the author is 
impressing genuine Christian truth. We have seen no more 
interesting, satisfactory ‘talks’ than these."— Southwestern 
Advocate. $ ] 


SERMONS ON OLD TESTAMENT 


HEROES By Clarence E. Macartney. “‘A fine book! An 
exposition of characters in the most illuminating method that 
could be used to do them justice and to bring out their heroic 
faith as well as their weakness, cowardice, and sin; for this is 
how the Bible portrays its heroes.°— Southern Churchman. 


$1.50 
THE ORIGIN OF RELIGION 


By Samuel M. Zwemer. “One of the most fascinating studies 
which has appeared for some time, written in the firm faith 
that God is the creator of the universe and that he made man 
in his own image. Convincing and scholarly, clear and interest- 
ing — facts never more needed than today. ‘— Church Manage- 


ment. 


Gift Suggestions : 


A Book of Prayers for Young People. By R. K. 
Morton. 120 purposeful prayers for use by youth. 75 cents 


A Book of Daily Devotion. By Clark & Cram. 400 pages 
for the days ordinary and special of the year. For each a full- 
length Scripture selection, an inspirational poem, a reverent 


prayer. : $ 1.50 


What Men Are Asking. By Henry Sloane Coffin. No 
better book could be put in the hands of an inquiring or dis- 
illusioned adult. $2 


Ways of Praying. By Muriel Lester. Hints by this out- 


standing British leader on the cultivation of the spiritual life. 
Gift edition, boxed. 35 cents 
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New HARPER Books 


Harry Emerson 


Fosdick’s 


inspiring new book of twenty- 
five sermons has been hailed by 
lay and clerical press alike. 


THE POWER TO 
SEE IT THROUGH 


“Filled with vigorous appeals to the 
intellect and the conscience.”— United 
Presbyterian. ‘Here is eloquence and 
feeling and conviction.”— New York 
Times. 256 pages. $1.50 


FINDING GOD 
IN A NEW WORLD 


By William Adams Brown. The 
thirty -ninth book in Harpers Monthly 
Pulpit by one of the leaders of Ameri- 
can Protestantism today. $1.00 


THE SERMON 
ON THE MOUNT 


By Emmett Fox. This practical 
manual of spiritual development is an 
interpretation of the teachings of Jesus 
contained in the most famous sermon 


of all time. $1.50 


| DISCOVER THE ORIENT 


By Fletcher S. Brockman. The 
autobiography of a mind that for 
twenty-five years has sought to inter- 
pret religion in the Far East. $1.50 


DORAN’S 
MINISTERS 
MANUAL 


FOR 1936 


Eleventh Annual Issue, Compiled 
and Edited by 


G. B. F. HALLOCK 


For the busy preacher it is an inex- 
haustible source book of homiletical 
material, distinct from any former 
issue. Among the new features are 
The. Junior Pulpit, Lenten Services, 


Lenten Evangelism and Plan Your 
Preaching. ; $2.00 


I ———— 


HARPER & BROTHERS 
Publishers ’ New York 


The EXPOSITOR and HOMILETIC REVIEW 


December, 1935 


THE CHURCH AGAINST THE WORLD 


. Richard Neibuhr, Associate Professor of Christianp 
AA ee at Yale Divinity School; Wilhelm Pauck, Pro-- 
fessor of Church History, Chicago Theological Semi-- 
nary; and Francis P. Miller, Chairman of the World: 
Student Christian Federation. Willett, Clark & Com-- 
pany, Chicago. 156 pp. $2.00. : 
Here is a challenging book. It will startle the radi-- 
cal social-action group, especially as it comes from two) 
prominent teachers and a well-known leader of younger 
men. They call upon the church to declare its inherent! 
independence of the State and of the world, and its de-- 
pendence upon God. “The ‘social gospel,’ as the primary | 
concern of the church, comes in for a drastic criticism. . 
The task of the church is nothing less than to proclaim: 
a gospel which is timeless and universally true for all! 
men in all ages and places. If the church contents itself | 
with any lesser task it is doomed as the instrument of 
God—even though it survive as a human institution.” 
These are some of the positions the authors maintain... 
They declare that in spite of the church’s efforts to end | 
war and its schemes for peace; its programs for social | 
justice; and its teaching of brotherhood; individual, 
social, and international moral and spiritual growth is 
not markedly increasing. The present church crisis is 
due not so much to the church in the world but to the 
world in the church. “It (the church) has identified 
itself too intimately with capitalism, with the philosophy 
of individualism, and with the imperialism of the West.” 
“From the point of view of the church, moreover, the 
threat against it is being made not by a changing world 
but by an unchanging God.” ‘How to be in the world 
and yet not of the world as always been the problem of 
the church.” “It is a revolutionary community in a pre- 
revolutionary society.” The present reviewer has chosen 
to quote some of the authors directly from their book 
itself, because its message is startling to the modern 
church. Contents: The Question of the Church; The 
Crisis of Religion; American Protestantism and the 
Christian Faith; and, Toward the Independence of the 
Church. This is a book that every minister should read 
at once. It is revolutionary. It pleads for the return of 
the Church to its mission as the N. T. defines it. What 
is its true mission? 


Sermons 
THE FACE OF GOD 
By G. Stanley Russell. Harpers. 114 pp. $1.00. 


This is the author’s third published book. He was 
born in England of Scottish parentage, and was edu- 
cated at the Grammar School and University of Aber- 
deen. He was for fourteen years minister of the historic 
Clapham Congregational Church, London. Since 1929 he 
has been minister of the Deer Park United Church, 
Toronto, Canada. These sermons reveal that he is well 
read in the best literature. He uses apt illustrations, 
has spiritual insight and keeps close to life and to the 
Gospel of Grace. Titles: Reigning in Life, Joyful 
Expectancy, The Claim of the Carved Work, Born 
Again, The Face of God, A Cry from the Fish Gate, 
Jonah and the Shipmaster, The Establishment of 
Hearts, The Spiritualizing of Nationalism, and The 
Stand of the Loving Heart. 


FINDING GOD IN A NEW WORLD 


Feige Adams Brown, Ph. D. Harpers. 105 pp. 


As all ministers know, Dr. Brown is a distinguished 
theologian, author, and preacher. He is an outstanding 
illustration of a scholar who is also an eminent preacher. 
He knows the heart of man, and knows how to touch 
and inspire it. He preaches the Gospel of Christ with 
power. These sermons were preached at home and 
abroad. Titles: Finding God in a New World, The 
Fellowship of the Hopeful, The Allies of Faith, Can We 
Still Believe in God, Our Father? A Teachers’ Word to 
Teachers, The Religion of Time and the Religion of 
Eternity, What Jesus Means to Me, The Church Bought 
with Blood, Joint Heirs with Christ, and God’s Peace. 


A BOOK OF CHAPEL TALKS 
By Elbert Russell, Dean of School of Religion, Duke 


University. Cokesbury Press. 222 pp. $1.00. 


Sixty-two gripping short talks to college students. 
Dean Russell knows the mind, outlook, language, and 
ideals (often hidden) of college students. His message 
is simple and direct. It deals with the fundamentals of 
character, and with life situations. This book, like 
Jacob’s ladder, rests upon earth but reaches the sky. 
Dr. Russell’s aim was “‘to illuminate and make real the 
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Most Useful Book of Its 


HOYT'S NEW 
CYCLOPEDIA — 


PRACTICAL 
QUOTATIONS _ | 


Kind in the World! 


A work that contains not only modern 
quotations but quotations that date 
back to the time of Homer, on almost 
every conceivable subject, by noted 
men and women of all nations, in every 
walk in life. It is a rich compendium of 
extracts from the speech and literature 
of the ages, embracing words from the 
lips of the great, songs, sayings, prov- 
erbs, inscriptions, familiar phrases and 
household words, ete. 


HOYT’S NEW CYCLOPEDIA 
OF PRACTICAL QUOTATIONS 


Selected by KATE LOUISE ROBERTS 


This edition of a well-known standard work con- 
tains a freshened and replenished store of choice 
quotations plucked from every tree in the literary 
Eden. It will prove a valuable aid to every one and 
of special assistance and interest to — 


PUBLIC SPEAKERS — To heighten the thrill 
of their oratory. LAWYERS — to clinch arguments 
in court. PREACHERS — To embellish sermons. 
TEACHERS — To drive home ideas in the words 
of another. CORRESPONDENTS — To enliven 
one’s social letters. AUTHORS — To develop new 
view-points. COMMERCIAL WRITERS — To 
increase results. EDITORS —“‘To point a moral or 
adorn a tale.”’ 


Gives Quick Service 

To demonstrate the book’s remarkable useful- 
ness, take the phrase just quoted. You could find 
it in an instant if you looked in the index for either 
of the four main words — point, moral, adorn or 
tale. In four places you would be directed to page 
542, where this extract from Samuel Johnson’s 
“Vanity of Human Wishes” is printed. 


Conveniently Compiled and Indexed 
For Ready Reference 

The effort of the editor, who has most admirably 
succeeded, was to make this collection of quotations 
one of the most complete and authoritative that has 
ever been gathered within the covers of a book. 


Storehouse of the Greatest Thoughts 
of the World’s Greatest Thinkers 


The manifold subjects which it treats are grouped 
under alphabetically arranged headings, starting 
with ““Abhorrence” and running through to ‘‘Zeph- 
yrs.’ There are, for instance: 

350 quotations on ‘‘War,’’ including strik- 
ing phrases coined in the World War; 444 
Quotations on ‘‘Love;’’ 334 on ‘‘Life;’’ 235 on 
““Women;’’ 139 on *‘Man.”’ The figures convey 
some idea of the GIGANTIC SCOPE of the 
work. 

Every foreign phrase given is accompanied by 
the English translation. 


Book With 3,000 Authors 


A most comprehensive alphabetic concordance 
gives the page number on which the words appear 
in the text; an alphabetic list of the 3,000 authors 
quoted tells who they were, when they flourished, 
date of birth — and death if deceased; and there is 
a topical index of the 1,036 headings with cross- 
references. 


“HOYT’S NEW CYCLOPEDIA OF PRAC- 
TICAL QUOTATIONS” is 7x10 inches, con- 
tains 1,374 pages, and is handsomely bound, 
with gilt lettering. 


Cloth, $7.50; Buckram, $8.50; Three-quarter Morocco, $12.50; Full Morocco, $15; Postage, 30 cents extra. 


FUNK & WAGNALLS COMPANY - 354-360 Fourth Avenue, New York 
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{deady for Christmas 


N attractive greeting folder for 
pastor or church worker, is deco- 
rated in blue and silver and carries an 
appropriate message. Order No. 2455. 
$2.50 a hundred. 


2455 


Lithographed folders for services, mes- 
sages or programs have cover designs that 
carry the Christmas spirit. Furnished 
unfolded, they have blank inside pages. 
The large size, 81x11, flat, sells for 
$1.50 a hundred, $10.00 a thousand. 
A smaller size sells for 75 cents a hun- 
dred, $4.00 a thousand. Samples will be 


sent on request. 


HIS Christ- 

mas Offering 
Bank, with card- 
board sides and 
tin top and bot- 
tom, costs 5 cents 
each, postpaid; 
$3.50 a hundred, 
delivery extra. 


Dozens of other offering suggestions, 
along with Christmas supplies for the 
church and church school, Bibles and 
books, are to be found in our new holiday 
catalogue, free on request. 


THE WESTMINSTER PRESS 
PHILADELPHIA - - . 


NEW YORK ma (Msify ts, (6 156 Fifth Avenue 
PITTSBURGH - - - . Granite Building 


CHICAGO - 218 South Wabash Avenue 
SAN FRANCISCO - = 234 McAllister Street 


Orders taken for any books published 


Witherspoon Building 
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of ethics and religion.” Some of his sermon titles 
ifasy The Creative Function of Religion, The Escape 
Upward, The Adjective of Fools, Spiritual Mathematics, 
Mathematical Certainty, Person or Machine? The Pull 
of Jesus, Creeds as Symbols and Programs, The Doc- 
trine of the Devil, Following the Multitude, Jesus the 


Road, and, Is Jesus Outgrown? 
GLAD TIDINGS TO THE MEEK AND OTHER SER- 
MONS 


By Paul Y. Livingston, S. T. M., M. A., Pastor, St. 
vAnayen's Lutheran Church, L. I., N. Y. C. Revell. 
64 pp. 75 cents. 

The author tells us that he is an expository preacher. 
The seven sermon topics in this book are: Glad Tidings 
to the Meek, Perfect Gifts from Above, Rain-drops of 
Righteousness, “Alas, My Brother!’ Making Disciples 
for Our Lord, The Promised Land, and Christmas Living. 


TEN-MINUTE SERMONS 


By Lewis H. Chrisman, Professor of English Literature 
in W. Va. Wesleyan College. Willett, Clark & Com- 
pany, Chicago. 244 pp. $2.00. 


Among his previously published books are, “The 
English of the Pulpit” and “The Message of the Amer- 
ican Pulpit,” both highly esteemed by a host of minis- 
ters. He is a teacher of preachers. Unlike some of such 
teachers, he not only teaches successfully the art of 
homiletics but he illustrates it in his own preaching, 
with attractiveness and power. In this volume, he gives 
seventy brief sermons. They are packed with keen 
thinking, are close to life, and are illuminating and in- 
spiring. They deal with life realistically; with the 
daily round and the common task, and with the princi- 
ples that build character and Christian faith. Read these 
ten-minute sermons. Brood over them, and they will 
grow into full-length and telling sermons. 


REVEREND JOHN DOE, D. D., A STUDY OF THE 
Bae OF THE MINISTER IN THE MODERN 
ORLD 


By Edwin McNeill Poteat, Jr. Harpers. 127 pp. $1.25. 


The author is pastor of the Pullen Memorial Baptist 
Church, Raleigh, N. C. He is a brilliant preacher, and a 
trusted leader in his own and other denominations. This 
book embodies material which he used in his lectures at 
Duke University and the Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Louisville, Ky. In chapter one, “Dr. Doe 
Looks at His World,” and finds it a changed one, big 
and complex, with new attitudes to science and Biblical 
criticism; and also a church changed in its thought, life 
and work. Nevertheless, he recalls that since ‘Jesus 
Came Preaching,’’ he must carry on, in the conviction 
that preaching is still necessary. In the second chapter, 
“The World Looks at Dr. Doe,” he hears from the laity 
some non-flattering, but salutary, criticisms of “the 
cloth.” In chapter three, it is asked ‘‘What Shall Dr. 
Doe Do?” He is told that he must seek to recover the 
intellectual leadership of his day, ought to have a 
sympathetic attitude toward the thought-life of the 
modern world; and must put proper emphasis as_ he 
presents religion to his generation. The fourth chapter 
asks ‘“‘How Can Dr. Doe Do It?” Dr. Poteat’s answer is, 
“Tt can be done; it was done in the early conquering 
centuries of the Christian era; it can be done now.” Dr. 
Doe is severely criticized in this book; it is bitter medi- 
cine but he “can take it,’”’ and it will do him good! 


“Group” Theology 


CHRIST THE VICTORIOUS 


By Geoffrey Allen, Fellow and Chaplain of Lincoln Col- 
lege, Oxford, Eng. Macmillan. 330 pp. $1.90. 


The author has two other books to his credit, ‘Tell 
John” and ‘He That Cometh.” He is one of the leaders 
of the “Group.” From them he gladly acknowledges that 
he has learned and profited much; but he perceives cer: 
tain dangers which attend spiritual conversion and sub- 
sequent reconstruction, about which he writes here. He 
hopes for a reunited church, not through conversion 01 
members of one denomination into another. He holds 
that we must be loyal first, each for ourselves, to th 
living Christ; we must be loyal each to our own denomi- 
nation, entering richly into its heritage; we must be 
loyal to all that is good in the heritage of other de- 
nominations, and regard their members with deep respec: 
and understanding, Then God may use us for building ¢ 
new Church, united and comprehensive, one in fellow: 
ship and one in structure as its Lord and Savior is One.’ 
He treats fourteen topics, mainly theological, from the 
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The STORY of 
CHRISTMAS 


Canon R. J. Campbell retells the great 
story in both its ancient and its modern set- 
ting. Here are old Christmas customs and 
their quaint survivals in many lands; 
modern Christmas stories; carols, plays, 
and Christmas verse. The beautiful illus- 
trations are reproductions of famous old 
masters. $3.00 


THE CAMBRIDGE BIBLES 


A complete selection, printed in the most 
readable types, beautifully bound, in a wide 
range of prices from $1.25 to $9.50 


BOE te 


PARKSIDE 


In Gramercy Park 
New York City 


The Parkside is one of New York’s nicest 
hotels . . . its pleasant atmosphere and 
select clientele are constantly maintained 
. .. located in quiet Gramercy Park, just 
a few minutes from all the important 
parts of the city . . . within walking dis- 
tance of denominational headquarters and 
mission boards. 


Single Rooms from $2 a day 
Attractive Weekly and Monthly Rates 


Moderate Priced Restaurant 
Ruor TERRACE SoLARIUM 
PRIVATE Park 
e 


20th Street and Irving Place 
A Knott Hotel 
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aT Ces Gift 


THE MACMILLAN COMPANY 60 Fifth Avenue 


opie we 


ADVENTURE FOR 
HAPPINESS 


Dr. §. Parkes Cadman sets out to dis- 
cover the sources of happiness in a troubled 
world. He counts over the world’s spiritual 
riches, and shows how we may benefit from 
them in our daily lives. $1.90 


The PSYCHOLOGY of 
CHRISTIAN PERSONALITY 


Dr. Ernest M. Ligon reveals the teachings 
of Jesus as a special source of power to pro- 


. duce mental health, to create superior 


character and personality. $3.00 


NEW YORK 
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CHRISTMAS BOOKS 
FOR YOUTH TODAY 
'' Builders of Tomorrow ° ' 


YOUTH’S WORK IN THE NEW WORLD 
—T. Otto Nall. Frank, inspiring surveys by 
leaders in 25 vocations —a wellspring of help 
and hope for America’s five million young 
people who seek an absorbing life work. 
Price, $1.75 


HILL WIND — George Abbe, Ed. New, excit- 
ing and beautifully written letters by a college 
athlete, adventurer, teacher and poet—as 
warmly human and gripping as “Larry.” 


Price, $1.75 


HALT! CRY THE DEAD—Frederick A, 
Barber. A new book for peace workers. 
Price, $1.50 


FINDING THE WAY — Robert H. Gearhart» 
Jr.,D.D. A vital new study of the life of 
Jesus. Cloth, $1.75; paper, $1.00 


ASSOCIATION PRESS 
347 Madison Avenue New York 
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Abingdon Books 


A Portrait of Peter 
By J. ALEXANDER FINDLAY 


‘There is a tone, a flavor, a gentleness about 
q this book which makes its perusal a means of 
grace . . . It is not a large book, but it is all pure 
gold and no one whu has read it will want to part 
with it again. It is a companion for life.” — Method- 
ist Times and Leader, London. 


Net, $1:25, Postpaid 


The Fatherly Rule of God 


By A. E. GARVIE 


“The dominant issue with which the book deals 
q is that of the relationship of Church and State; 
its publication is therefore extremely timely, and to 
the exposition of his theme Dr. Garvie brings a 
philosophic and strictly logical mind which is the 
servant of a prophetic personality.”— The Christian 
World, London. 

Net, $1.25, Postpaid 


Why Do Men Suffer? 
By LESLIE D. WEATHERHEAD 


A valuable book because of the singular human 

understanding which characterizes the writer 
and because of the interesting and at times unusual- 
ly eloquent expression he gives to his thought. 


Net, $1.25, Postpaid 


At the Better Bookshops 


ABINGDON 


TAGE PRESS 


NEW YORK CINCINNATI CHICAGO 
Boston Pittsburgh San Francisco 
Detroit Kansas City Portland, Ore. 


Head’s 
Sunday 


For Secretary and Treasurer 
For 27 Classes, $1.50; 65 Classes, $2 


Head’s Class Books 


School Limp Cloth, $2.40 dozen 


Records) rry THEM THIS YEAR 
Fleming H. Revell Company, 158 Fifth Ave., New York 


HURCH FURNITURE 


Everything for Church and Sunday School 
use. From Factory to You. Fine catalog free. 
DeMoulin Bros. & Co. 
1116 South 4th St., Greenville, Illinois 
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andpoint of a conservative who at the same time rec-~ 
ices the value and necessity of applying scientific 
principles to the study of the Bible and of religious 
ideas. A book of deep insight into the spiritual aspects 
of religion and life. Its teaching, on the whole, is vital. 
Some of its fourteen topics are: Forgiveness, The Fall, 
Liberty, Fellowship, The Two Commandments, Prayer, 
Salvation, The Church, and Communion. 


Helps for S. S. Teachers 


’S SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS, FOR 1936. 

SN GE TEENTH ANNUAL VOLUME. PRACTICAL EX- 

POSITIONS OF THE INTERNATIONAL SUNDAY 

SCHOOL LESSONS, FOR 1936. IMPROVED UNI- 
FORM SERIES. 

By James H. Snowden, D. D. Macmillan. 382 pp. $1.35. 


A valuable feature, apart from the lesson treatment, is 
a fine chapter on the art of questioning. The main con- 
tents of the book are (1) a brief and illuminating intro- 
duction to each quarter’s lessons; (2) an analysis of 
each lesson, showing its salient teachings; and (3) 
practical applications. While of the greatest value for 
teachers of adult and senior classes, these lessons may 
be easily adapted to the intermediate and younger 
classes. The comments are pithily expressed, and are 
pointed and stimulating. Snowden’s Lessons are out- 
standing for their practical applications to every-day 
life. 


TARBELL’S TEACHERS’ GUIDE TO THE INTERNA- 
TIONAL SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS FOR 1936 


By Martha Tarbell, Ph. D., Litt. D. Revell. 432 pp. 
$2.00 postpaid. 

This thirty-first annual volume by Dr. Tarbell keeps 
up not only the very high quality of its lesson helps for 
S. S. teachers, but adds valuable material, either orig- 
inal or gathered from the newest and best contributions 
of leading Biblical scholars. Her deep devotion to the 
Bible is manifest in all she writes in the Guide. In the 
introduction, she offers helpful suggestions to teachers; 
shows the importance of Church school teaching; points 
out the kind of teaching that is profitable; urges study 
of the Bible as a whole, not mere “‘snippets;” counsels 
the teacher to look for results; and puts supreme em- 
phasis upon teaching that is character-building. In the 
lesson treatment, she gives explanations of the text; 
helpful comments upon it; additional light upon it from 
oriental life and customs; and the historical and geo- 
graphical] background. In addition, she includes maps, 
pictures, and other illustrative material. Dr. Tarbell 
shows how the teacher may adapt the lesson to young 
people, seniors and intermediates, as well as to adults. 
After using the Guide in teaching a Men’s Class for a 
year, the present reviewer confirms his opinion of last 
year: “‘This incomparable Guide to teaching the Inter- 
national S. S. Lessons, contains everything needed for 
teaching, illustrating, and impressing each lesson. The 
spirit of the Guide is evangelical. Tarbell’s is easily the 


leader in its field.”’ 


CHURCH NIGHT 
PROGRAMS 


SHIRLEY SWETNAM STILL 


I. God’s Program 

Suggested songs: “Send the Light,” “Christ 
Receiveth Sinful Men,” “The Kingdom Is 
Coming,” “O Zion, Haste,’’ “Must I Go and 
Empty-Handed?” 

Purpose of the meeting, to get people to do 
personal work toward a one-day revival. Have 
the personal-work cards ready, with the names 
and addresses of prospects on them. At the 
climax of the meeting have these cards dis- 
tributed to those who signify themselves ready 
to do personal work. If at all possible, arrange 
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Give the iho aff all Bibles 
fie Ch asimas 


CAMBRIDGE BIBLES 


e MOST READABLE TYPES 


e BEAUTIFUL LEATHERS 


e DURABLE BINDINGS 


The result of 344 years of craftsmanship 
in making fine Bibles 


$1.25 to $9.50 
AT ALL BOOKSTORES OR WRITE FOR A CATALOGUE 


THE MACMILLAN CO. 


60 FIFTH AVENUE, N. Y. 


POPULAR for its | 


SpiriruaL POWER 


352 Musical 

Numbers 

27 pages respon- 

sive readings, 

Bible prayers, 
ete. 


HERE is a *»* 
new light in the 
faces of singers 
and a new vitality in their voices when they 
take up this matchless collection of standard 
hymns and Gospel songs. 
Pastors and superintendents all over the 
nation endorse “Tabernacle Hymns Number 
Three” for its power to create interest, stir 
enthusiasm and generate activity. A book 
for the times that will help you gain your 
main objective: to make your church and 
school of greater influence in your commu- 
nity—larger in numbers and more zealous 
spiritually. 
Over 2,000 churches have bought new hymn 
books without touching budget income. Our 
free folder of Finance Plans explains how. 
{ le sample copy 
Us AES es AGA ia tealag a ber Three” 
-Give name of church and denomination. 


TABERNACLE PUBLISHING CO. 


322-T North Waller Avenue Chicago, Ilinois 


The 


Renewing Gospel 


by 
Walter Russell Bowie 


author of 
“On Being Alive,” etc. 


A constructive and affir- 
mative book which faces 
the difficulties of the Chris- 
tian in the modern world 
and suggests solutions for 


perplexing problems. $2.00 


“ 


The Church of Christ 
and the Problems of 


the Day 
by Kari Heim 


Will the Church be crushed between the two 
struggling forces of Communism and Nation- 
alism? Or will it win the battle that is going on 
for the soul of humanity? A distinguished 
scholar boldly faces, analyzes, and answers 
these Jominant questions. $1.75 


At all boekstores 


CHARLES SCRIBNER’S SONS 
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OLD TESTAMENT 
HEROES 


come to life in 


FiL_wosounD 


MOTION PICTURES 


Fourteen one-reel sound films which vividly portray 
Old Testament episodes from the “Creation” to “The 
Return of Jacob” are but a few of the many Bell & 
Howell Filmosound Library releases that can serve 
in expanding the influence of your church. 

Write for “Religious Film Sources” which will be 
sent without charge, accompanied by full description 
of Filmosound 16 mm. equipment which is made with 
the same precision that has given B & H professional 
motion picture equipment leadership for 28 years. 


Ask for details 
oftheB&H 
Rental- Purchase Plan 


Filmosound 120 
Sound Movie 
Reproducer 


BELL & HOWELL COMPANY 
1830 Larchmont Avenue, Chicago 


NEW YORK HOLLYWOOD LONDON 
Established 1907 
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a special evangelistic service for the followir 
Sunday so that any decisions may be ma 
public at once. 

Bible reading: Rom. 10:14-15. . 

Special musical number, “Ninety and Nine 

Talks: First: “God’s Program.” 

1. A program is a plan. 

2. God has made a plan for the world’s sa 

vation. 

3. Therefore God’s program is for the sa 

vation of the world. 

Second: ‘How is the world to be saved?” 

1. By the life, death, and resurrection « 

Christ. 

2. By the acceptance of His sacrifice by ma 

kind. 

3. By carrying the good news to every i 

dividual in the world. 

Third: “Winning Men.” 

1. Why to win them. 

2. How to win them. 

3. When to win them. 

Prayers during the meeting: An openir 
prayer that we may all be soul-winners. 
closing prayer for the lost. Ask that ever 
one who has some special one to pray for star 
during this prayer. The others may rema 
seated. 

e 


II. Helping the Poor 

Instead of waiting until Christmas, brir 
your help ahead of time and let them mal 
their own plans as to what they will do wit 
what is given them. Ask all the people » 
bring food, clothing, toys, or anything useful 

Suitable songs: ‘‘Does Jesus Care?” “He 
Somebody Today,” ‘Somebody Did a Golde 
Deed,” “While the Days Are Going By,” “G« 
Will Take Care of You.” 

Reading: Whittier’s ““O Brother Man.” 

Prayer for the poor. 

Bible lesson: Three readings about the poo 
by three people: 1. Deut. 15:11; 2. II Cc 
8:9; 8. James 2:15,16. 

Talks: Stories by two children. 1. Jes 
fed the hungry, based on John 6:5-14; 2. E 
jah and the poor widow, based on I Kin 
17:8-16. 

Talk: The rewards of helping the poor. 

1. The sense of doing right. 

2. The joy of giving. 

3. The realization that by doing good wor 

in His name we have helped Christ. 
e 
III. Nearer God 

A meeting for decision as to what is the be 
gift the year has brought. Open the meetii 
with quiet music, “Nearer My God to Thee.’ 

Suggested hymns: “Nearer, Still Nearer 
“Draw Me Nearer,” “Jesus, Keep Me Near t 
Cross,” “Nearer the Cross, My Heart C; 
Say,” “More Like the Master.” 
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GOD’S MINUTE... 


Here is a marvelous collection of 365 Daily Prayers, A Spiritual 
each 60 seconds long, written by 365 of the most emi- thought for 


nent preachers and laymen in the world. Cloth, 60 every day 
cents; Limp Leatherette, $1.00; Art Leather, $1.50. 
6 


GOD’S MESSAGE... cir, 


365 prominent clergymen have chosen their favorite 
Scripture passage, and, with this as a text, have written 


a Message that quickens faith, brings comfort. Cloth, 
60 cents; Limp Leatherette, $1.00; Art Leather, $1.50. 


Roms THE JOHN C. WINSTON CO., Winston Bldg., Phila. 


EXTRA SATISFACTION 
IN A HOLMAN BIBLE 


In Philadelphia, where A. J. Holman Co. has been publish- 
ing Bibles for 86 years, the first American Bible was printed. 
Holman annually publishes more Bibles than any other 
house privately owned. Holman Bibles are noted for the 


reminder of 
the giver 


ee ee 
> unique supplements, pictures, and geographical explana- a SS SS 
Send for 44-page tions. Authorized King James Version. Scores of sizes and eres 


illustrated styles, for general use in the home and church. Holman 
catalog. Bibles are respected for durability, legibility and finish. 


Publishers of the Famous Chas. Foster’s Books 


Story of the Gospel $1.00 
A. J. Holman Co. Foster's Story of the Bible $2.00 First Steps For Little Feet $1.00 
Philadelphia, Penna. Bible Pictures and What They Teach Us $1.50 


All Prices Postpaid 


OUR BIG SIX IN CHRISTMAS HELPS 


1. Lithographed Christmas Bulletins and Program Folders. 
10 Selections. Designs of incomparable beauty. artietically 
reproduced by a superior five-color lithographic process. Eac 
design a portrayal oe some impressive Biblical event which will 
aid you in conveying to your people the true significance of this 
holy season. 


2. Ready to Mail Greeting Letters. These beautifully embel- 
Dae lished messages are such as might flow from the heart of the 
earnest pastor or Christian leader at Christmas time. No. 7 is 
artistically hand lettered and printed in three colors and gold on 
excellent paper. Folded size, 6x8 inches. Price, $2.50 per hun- 
dred with square envelopes; 50 or less, three cents each. (Three 
others are available. ) 


3. Beautifully embellished Christmas Offering Envelopes. 


4. Successful Christmas Coin Collectors. Banks— Slot 
Envelopes— Folding Boxes. 


5. Halftone Electrotypes of Sacred Masterpieces. For illus- 
trating church printing. (A catalog is available.) 


6. Lithographed Scenic Christmas Background, Candy Boxes. Paper fireplaces, windows 


is eegiort aol Hest 


that your life may be ‘constant inspiron. to 


Christmas Letter No. 7 


and doors. 
Our 32-page Christmas Catalog covers all items. Send for Information about our Re-Sale for 
State your interest on a postcard. Samples will be sent, Profit Proposition. 


Department 7 


GOODENOUGH & WOGLOM CO., 296 Broadway, New York 


Church and Sunday School Specialties 
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THE 


SuprREME GIFT 


THE gift of an Oxford Bible gives keen 
joy on Christmas Day and comfort, in- 
spiration and guidance in all the days to 
come. It is the gift that is appreciated 
by young and old. The choice of an 
Oxford Bible assures highest grade of 
materials and workmanship and reason- 
ableness of price. At all booksellers. 


OXFORD 
BIBLES 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 
114 Fifth Ave., New York 


FREE—Send for 
Circular No. 5, tell- 
ing “ How to Read 
Through in aYear,”” 


WelB aa 


SUPERINTENDENT’S GUIDE 
for 1936 By Harry Edwards Bartow 
BASED ON THE INTERNA- 
TIONAL UNIFORM LESSONS 
Each year has added hundreds 


of new users to the long list of 
Sunday School superin- 
tendents who are findin 
in this handy little an 
the inspiration and coun- 
sel so necessary to them in 
their exacting work. 

The regular use of the 3 5 
Superintendent’s Guide J 2 
will keep you out of that 
rut that is so easy to slip 
into and will put ew life Bound in flexible 


into the Lentire Sunday imitation leather 
School. Size 24"x5 1h" 


AMERICAN SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION 
1816 Chestnut Street Philadelphia, Pa. 


cents net 


THE EXPOSITOR and HOMILETIC REVIEW 


December, 19: 


For the Bible lesson: Heb. 13:11-14. 

The talk: “What will help us to draw near: 
to God?” 1. Self-examination; 2. Bible rea 
ing; 3. Prayer; 4. New resolutions; 5. We cz 
let all that happens to us draw us nearer Ge 
if we will. 

General participation: What is the be 
thing the year has done to bring you near 
God? Limit participation to two minutes. 

The prayers: A series of prayers that v 
may walk with God. 


IV. Christmas Praise 

Decorations for Christmas are in order. 

Begin the meeting with the Bible readin. 
Luke 2:8-18. 

During the Bible reading, use “Joy to tl 
World” as a violin solo. Let this music be ve1 
soft, just a background to the reading of tl 
Scripture. 

Carolers: Processional, two groups of ca 
olers, adults and children, marching to two se, 
arate places, singing ““O Come, All Ye Faitl 
flowy 

Suggested songs for carolers and congreg: 
tion: “O Little Town of Bethlehem,” ‘“‘Sile1 
Night,” “Angels from the Realms of Glory 
“Hark the Herald Angels Sing,” “It Can 
Upon the Midnight Clear.” 

Song for child carolers: “Away in a Ma 
ger.” 

Other special music: ‘‘We Three Kings « 
Orient Are,’’ by a trio. Quartette, ‘“‘There 
a Beautiful Star.” Solo, “There’s a Song : 
the Air,” or ‘‘Once in Royal David’s City.” 

Reading (from an old scrapbook—auth 
unknown) : 


“Oh to have dwelt in Bethlehem 

When the star of the Lord shone bright! 
To have sheltered the holy wanderers 

On that blessed Christmas night! 

To have kissed the tender, way-worn feet 
Of the mother undefiled; 

And with reverent wonder and deep delight 
To have tended the holy Child! 


Hush! Such a glory is not for thee, 

But that care may still be thine; 

For are there no little ones still to aid 

For the sake of the Child divine? 

Are there no wandering pilgrims now 

To your hearts and your homes to take? 

And are there no mothers whose weary heat 
You can comfort for Jesus’ sake? 


Talks: What we can give at Christmas. 

Use three speakers. Let the first talk « 
our gifts of Faithfulness at Bible School, 
worship, at mid-week meeting, at service in t! 
choir, in helping the poor, in visiting the sic 
in seeking the lost. 
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Recommended by all den 
forits simplicity of languag 


Beautifully illustrated with 


DYNAMIC SINGING 
IN CHURCH AND SCHOOL 


THESE new and different hymnals are 
acclaimed by all denominations. They re- 
vitalize the music of your Church and Sunday 
School. They inspire the kind of singing that 
stirs the heart and soul to deeper conviction 
and greater Christian achievement. “The 
Service Hymnal” and “Devotional Hymns” will 
prove a mighty stimulus to richer 
worship. 

“The Service Hymnal” represents 
the best and latest development in 
church music. Contains allthe hymns 
of beauty that are familiar and pre- 
cious. Hymns grouped by classifica- 
tion. A complete service book of 480 
pages. Attractive binding, gold em- 
bossed. Price per 100, not prepaid, $60. 


“Devotional Hymns” A conven- 
ient all-purpose book of 288 pages for 
church and school use. Richinhymns 
for children and young peopleas well 
as the treasured masterpieces of the 
ages. Silk maroon cloth binding, title 
gold embossed, price per 100, not pre- 
paid, $40.00. Bristol binding, $25.00. 


Both books issued in round and 
shaped notes, Complete orchestra- 
tion for 16 instruments in 9 volumes. 


Write for returnable samples. Give 
Church and Denomination 


HOPE PUBLISHING 


ESTABLISHED 1892 
only rhe best in song books Com PANY 


5701-T West Lake Street, Chicago, Illinois 


THE MINISTER’S ANNUAL 
1936 


Subscribers will rejoice in the announce- 
ment that the much desired Minister’s Annual 
for 1936 will be ready for mailing, so that 
most of you will have your copies shortly after 
Thanksgiving. 

Orders will be sent out in the usual manner, 
and in the order in which they were received. 


THE F. M. BARTON CO. PUB., INC. 
815 Caxton Bldg. Cleveland, Ohio 


HURLBUT’S STORY OF THE BIBLE 


By JESSE LYMAN HURLBUT, D.D. 
ominatlonsforitsfreshness and accuracy, 


THE BEST GIFT FOR YOUNG AND OLD 
FOR TEACHERS—STUDENTS—FOR THE HOME AND SCHOOL 


One hundred and sixty-eight stories, each complete in i 

( J »e2 plete in itself, yet form- 
ing a continuous narrative of the Biblefrom Genesis to Bavelation: 
Each ofthe world-old stories is told by the noted author in a manner 
thatis vitally interesting and instructive to young and old alike. 


Biggest and Best Illustrated Book Ever Sold for the Price 


white; over 100 famous Leinweber paintings. 759 pages. Price. .$2.00 
At all bookstores or from the publishers 


THE JOHN C. WINSTON CO., Winston Blidg., Philadelphia 


6, forits freedom from doctrinal discussion. 


281 pictures in colors and in black and 


Is Your Church Still In the 
Dark Ages? 


Me of us probably think of the Dark Ages asa 
dead issue — something that happened a long 
time ago — something wiped out today by tremendous 
progress. 

Rut think of those days for a minute — lost com- 
munication — days of doubt and mistrust —no man 
knew his neighbor —man controlled only what he 
could hold by fighting — everyone was the enemy of 
everyone else — because no one understood what 
others were trying to do. 

Printing was the most powerful influence in break- 
ing the Dark Ages. Any minister today who does not 
set down his ideas and ideals in printing is trying to 
run his church by ‘“‘Dark Ages’’ methods. 

Be modern. Publish a Parish Paper. 


The National Religious Press, 
Grand Rapids, Mich. . 
Send me free of charge full particulars and samples. 
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SAY “MERRY XMAS” 
a 1000 times 


With the aid of the new Sheldon 
All-Aluminum Bulletin, your Yule- 
tide message for a Merry Christ- 
mas is multiplied a thousand times. 

To improve the appearance of 


your present bulletin, order a set 
of changeable satin finish aluminum 
letters. They are made in all sizes 
to fit all bulletins. 


THE ASHTABULA SIGN COMPANY 
Box 1312EH Ashtabula, Ohio 


GLAD TIDINGS TO THE MEEK 
By PAUL Y. LIVINGSTON 


A book that will give you a new vision of Jesus, 
which President Hass of Muhlenberg College 
calls “a real and vital message.” 75¢ 


F. H. REVELL CO., 158 Fifth Ave., New York 


THE HALL ORGAN CO. 
WEST HAVEN, CONN. 


Each instrument individually designed 
and constructed by HALL craftsmen. 


v Church Furnishings ¥ 


Paintings 7 Altars 7 Pews 
Chancel Furniture 


Everything needed for the Church. We are spec- 
ialists in Paintings and Altar Furnishings. Designs 
and prices on request. 


KLAGSTAD STUDIOS 
225 4 South Fifth Street | Minneapolis, Minn. 


INDIVIDUAL, 
COMMUNION SERVICE 


Send for Folder and SPECIAL = 
OFFER at low prices. Tray and 

36 glasses $6 50up. Glasses $1.00 dozen. Outfits in Alumi- 
num,Chromium Plate, Silver Plate, Polished Wood, etc. 
Collection and Bread Plates. Pastor’s Sick Outfits, ete. 


Thomas Communion Service Co. Box 15 ~—‘Lima, Ohio 


Choir-Pulpit-Gowns 


E. R, MOORE CO. 
Makers Since 1907 
932-938 DAKIN STREET 


CHICAGO 


ORIGINAL SERMONS, SPEECHES, SPECIAL 
ARTICLES PREPARED FOR BUSY PASTORS 


time-saving service at moderate rates 
Conference papers, scholarly reports, etc. 


AUTHOR'S RESEARCH BUREAU, }° Fifth Ave. 
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Let the second one talk of our gifts o 
money, and let the gifts of money be given a 
the close of this talk. 

Let the third speaker talk about giving ou 
lives to Christ and let the invitation to chure 
membership be given, together with the inv 
tation for life-work recruits. 


DOUBTER’S DIALOGUE 


(Continued from page 672) 


Believer: “Yes; but there is no compariso! 
between these legends and the New Testamen 
story of the Virgin Birth. What in this beauti 
ful Gospel tale makes one think of the myth o 
how the mother of Augustus was visited by : 
serpent, or of those dark tales of the gods an 
their lusts and incest? To make such a compar 
ison is the last word in folly and blasphemy 
Here we have not a physical fact, but a spirit 
ual generation.” 

Spirit of Doubt: “But even if this birt! 
were possible, or true, what purpose woul 
such a birth serve?” 

Believer: ‘‘It makes all the difference in th 
world. A naturally born Christ might hav: 
been qualified to be a prophet, a hero, and ; 
leader among men; but not the redeemer o: 
men. His sinlessness qualified Him to bea 
our sins. Being truly God, He truly represent: 
God, and being truly man He truly represent: 
man.” 

Spirit of Doubt: 
represent?” 

Believer: “I mean that in His work as : 
Mediator and Redeemer, Jesus is the represen 
tative man, representing, not this man, or tha 
man, but all humanity. As all humanity sinne: 
and fell in our first Forefather, so all mankin 
has the chance of redemption from sin it 
Christ; Who is the second Adam.”’ 

Spirit of Doubt: “Upon what rests thy 
faith in this miraculous event?” 

Believer: “Upon the Scriptures, especiall: 
in the Four Gospels.”’ 

Spirit of Doubt: “I have read your Gospels 
but only two tell the story of His Virgin Birth 
and the author of one of those Gospels, was no 
an apostle. Why does not the Gospel of Mark 
which is said to be the earliest, or the Gospel o 
John, have an account of this strange event?’ 

Believer: “If only one Gospel related it, tha 
would be sufficient. The fact is that the onl: 
two Gospels which begin at the birth of Chris 
say He was born of a Virgin. The Gospel o 
Mark and the Gospel of John begin with th 
public ministry of Jesus and the baptism o 
John the Baptist. John states the great fac 
of the Incarnation, that the Word becam 
flesh. But because he does not mention thi 
Virgin Birth, it would be foolish to say tha 


“What do you mean by 
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antes ne 200 aa a more beautiful book, easy to read. 
VB, bound in blue == 
linen finish : $ 
cloth, title : 
stamped in gold, 
ice $2.00. 
e 
Order today! Fifty 
years in business— 
Satisfaction guar- 
anteed. Write us 
or your church sup- 


More story material, more illustrations, 
“True to the facts and inspiration of 
the word.”—Sunday School Times. 


New Revised and Enlarged Edition 


This best written, popular work contains 234 
fascinating stories. Presents the whole Bible 
narrative in chronological order from Genesis to 
Revelation. Large, self-pronouncing type, 200 


Co 


ly house. = 
st ae : pictures and 20 full page color illustrations with 
Gospel Trumpet Company unique animated Bible maps and pictorial end 


Dept-B.5 ANDERSON, INDIANA Papers. Price only $2.00. Ovder today. 


HAMMERMILL 20-LB. BOND LETTERHEADS AND ENVELGPES 
Printed to Order; Neatly Boxed; Postpaid; Satisfaction Guaranteed 


VOSS Sie ee ee ee ee ee ee es ee 100 250 500 1M 
Hammermill Bond Letterheads, White or Colors, Any Size_________ $1.00 $1.75 $2.50 $4.00 
Mnvelopesstomitateh, oo4 kOe) = ee ee Pee eee 1.00 175 2.50 4.00 
Hetscoriexdasandmhny.cloues= sees em le: ee Ser a ee 1.50 2.50 4.00 7.00 
Letterheads any size, Envelopes 3%x7% or 44%x9% 2.00 3.50 5.50 10.00 

Send for Samples 
JUST RIGHT JRS JUST RIGHT 
STATIONERY SERVICE Dept. E—800 Stewart Avenue, COLUMBUS. OHIO 


A Genuine Pipe Organ 


For the Price of Imitations— < 


To Match Your Interest 


The Womans Press offers a variety of 
publications to the woman who budgets 
her time to include home, church, com- 
munity and world interests. 


costs no more than a Good Piano 


Wicks Company, builders 
of famous Cathedral or- 
gans, offers a remarkable, 
pipe organ of finest qual-_ 
ity at the cost of a good | 
reed organ or piano. 
Solves all problems of 
space and expense. 

Representatives wanted in every leading city 


Write for a catalog, a sample copy of the 
Womans Press magazine and suggestions 
for Christmas. 


and county. Write for details stating whether THE WOMANS PRESS 
WICKS PIPE ORGAN COMPANY 600 Lexington Avenue New York, N. Y. 


DEPT. E. HIGHLAND, ILLINOIS 


Individually Tailored by 


American Craftsmen sc 
Pulpit and Choir GOWNS Starred 


Embroidered Pulpit Hangings, ON YOUR CHRISTMAS LIST 


Bookmarkers, Fabrics, etc. TODAY, the monthly magazine of daily 
Custom Tailoring for devotions, is starred on the Christmas 
Clergymen gift lists of thousands. A special gift card 
Junior Choir Vestments. will be sent free of charge to those for 
Lowest prices consistent with whom you subscribe. 
é values. Correspondence invited. 
Our experience through serine the church One Year, 60 cents; Two Years, $1.00 
aoe our service 

ERAS Eta hevaicey ; THE WESTMINSTER PRESS 

Cox Sons & Vining, nc. 925-E Witherspoon Building Philadelphia 


_ 131-133 East 23rd Street, New York 
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A Whole Year for $1.00 


THE ILLUSTRATOR 


makes Sunday-school teaching a pleasure! 


Write for Special Introductory Prices for 
Sunday Schools 


THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Ave., New York 


FOR CHRISTMAS 


what gift is better than a Bible, a magazine, or a book? 
Suggestions and information will be furnished promptly 
by our staff without obligation to you. Gift wrappings 
and personalized pastors’ greetings are a specialty 
with us. Fast shipments to mail orders for any Bible 
book, or music. May we tell you in detail of our facilities? 


NATIONAL BOOK SERVICE, Dept. E, Oregon Il. 


Hundreds of New 
SPECIAL SERMONS—ADDRESSES 


Sixteen Supplements (loose leaf, to fit cover) Now Ready 
No. 6—Thanksgiving, Xmas, New Year’sSermons $1.40 
No. 11—Fifteen Inspiring Revival Sermons 1.40 


PASTORS IDEAL BOOK COMPANY 
3618 E. Wabash Avenue Terre Haute, Indiana 


CHURCH 
FURNITURE 


Complete sets or individual 
pieces built to order. Com- 
munion Tables, Pulpits, Read- 
ing Desks, Baptismal Fonts, 


KELTNER MFG.CO. | Pews: Pew Cushions, Altar 
79 Main Stl A sere O. Crosses, Collection Plates. 
e Sepa oe Write for catalog 


D-12 ‘AM 


SAVE Dec. 1935 
WorTH IC “me 


Save 20% on your next Expositor sub- 
scription on the following conditions: 

1, There must be 12 of me. 

2. Beginning any month in the year. 

3. Coupons must be for consecutive mos. 

4. Not good or redeemable on combina- 
tion offers. 

The Expositor is $3.00 a year. 12 of these 
coupons, sent in accordance with the 
above rules, will earn you 60c credit on 
your subscription. 


Your Members Will Pay 


their subscriptions more promptly if they are informed 
frequently of the state of their account. In our system a 
record of the entire financial transaction is kept on one 
duplicate sheet. The original is perforated by quarters, 
so that four times a year the statement can be sent out, 
while the recorder retains the duplicate. Write for par- 
ticulars and samples. The price is very reasonable. 


The Hauke Press sais Rictoane Vineinis 


Individual 
Communion 


“THE SANITARY” 


Convenient, Noiseless and Sanitary 


CUPS 


The individual communion 
service permits an impres- 
sive ceremony. We intro- 
duced individual cups. We 
make the finest quality of 
beautiful polished trays and 
supply thousands of satis- 
fied congregations. Send for 
free Catalog with quota- 


tions. 
SANITARY COMMUNION SERVICE 
Box 396-Dept. E. Rochester, N. Y. 
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he had never heard of it and did not believe in 
it. Mark commences by saying that Jesus 
Christ was the Son of God. They both state 
great facts about Jesus which require a birth 
such as related by Matthew and by Luke.” 
Spirit of Doubt: “I take it that St. Paul is 
thy great theologian. From him comes the 
greater part of the New Testament. He is the 
Apostle who is always showing what he calls a 
‘mystery ;’ the mystery of the person of Christ, 
the mystery of the offer of redemption, the 
mystery of the conversion of the Jews, the 
mystery of the Resurrection Body. Why, then, 
did thy great Apostle Paul have nothing to 
say about the mystery of the Virgin Birth?” 


Believer: “St. Paul rarely refers to any 
event in the life of Christ, save His last Supper, 
Crucifixion, and Resurrection. But St. Paul 
gives us a glorious, divine Redeemer, a divine 
human Person, in exact keeping with a person 
born according to the narratives of Matthew 
and Luke. When he says that this is a faith- 
ful saying and worthy of all acceptation, that 
Jesus Christ came into the world to save sin- 
ners, he states a fact which has never received 
an adequate explanation save that of the Vir- 
gin Birth. That was the way in which He 
came; the only way in which we can think of 
Him having come. Paul presents Christ the 
Redeemer from sin, and without this initial 
miracle, we cannot think of a sinless Re- 
deemer.” 

Spirit of Doubt: ‘Then this is thy article of 
salvation, belief in the Virgin Birth?” 

Believer: ‘‘No. Not belief in the Virgin 
Birth, but belief in Christ. But the only Christ 
we know is the Christ of the Gospels. Outside 
of that, silence and darkness. The Christ of 
the Gospels was born of a Virgin.”’ 

Spirit of Doubt: “But there are many 
learned Christians, and many eloquent preach- 
ers too, who either deny this fact or say that 
it makes no difference whether it be true or 
not.” 

Believer: ‘That, alas, I know full well. 
Blinded and seduced by thy sophistries, Spirit 
of Doubt, they have given up their faith in a 
supernatural Christ and Spirit, while they con- 
tinue to talk about Jesus and salvation; yet, 
Spirit of Doubt, if thou wilt go to their 
Churches at this Christmas Season, thou wilt 
see that the ring of redeeming joy is not in 
their hearts. Those who bow not before the 
Holy Child cannot call men to bow before His 
Cross, they cannot... 

“Thou art gone! Spirit of Doubt, where art 
thou? Whither hast thou vanished? I hear no 
sound save the echo of my own voice. Gone, 
too, are the kneeling friars. Why hast thou 
fled, Spirit of Doubt? Was it at that word 
repentance, sin, the Cross, and Hell van- 
quished? Art thou finally gone? Or will thou 
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PROTECTION 
At Low Cost—New Plan 


Write today for details of Month FREE 
on Introductory Membership Offer, In- 
Surance available only Church 
Members and Clergy—hence Low Easy 
Cost and prompt aid and comfort when 
needed. 
Company maintains full legal reserve 
with surplus twice that of reserve. Founded to supply 
Church Members with sound insurance at the low rates 
they are entitled to by virtue of being better risks. 
Sick Benefits, Accident, Burial and Life Insurance 
pocluding Endowments. No cost—no obligation to get 
etails. 


Write today— (Giving date of birth) 
Pastors requested to write for cooperative plan. 


CHURCH MEMBERS’ RELIEF ASSN. 


J. K. Ake, President 
830 Occidental Building Indianapolis, Indiana 
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COMPLETE 3}SECTION 


SECTIONAL, BOOKCASE. 
The \\®> "APARTMENT MODEL’ 
WINDSOR DESIGN Walnut Finish 

Sold DIRECT from Factory 

on 30 DAY APPROVAL 

Write for Catalog No.E-195 
showing many new attractive 
designs and arrangements at 
correspondingly Low Prices. 

C. J. LUNDSTROM MFG. CO. 
Est.1899 Little Falls, N.Y. 


New York Showroom, 130 West 42nd St. 


OSTE RMOOR HILLGREEN, LANE & CO. 


CHURCH CUSHIONS 


@ For 80 years in 25,000 
churches. Built, not stuffed 


ESTIMATES 
ite44] FURNISHED 


Our Renovation Service Maka Old Gihiens New 


OSTERMOOR & CO., INC., Suite 22, No. } Park Ave., New York 


TORPERPETUATE 
HER MEMORY 


In every congregation is 
= some man or woman who 
wouid welcome the suggestion of Golden- 
Voiced Deagan Tower Chimes as a stately 
and living memorial to a departed loved 
one. May we tell you the full story? 
. C. DEAGAN, Inc. 
141 Deagan Bidg., CHICAGO 


DEAGAN 


THE MEMORIAL SUBLIME 
Owe 
S. S. CHRISTIAN LITERATURE 
consisting of 
Quarterlies and Papers 


following the 


International Uniform Lesson Topics 
Samples sent to any Sunday School 


Official on request. 
Address 
UNION GOSPEL PRESS 
Box 6059 Cleveland, Ohio 


Alliance, Ohio 


(Established 1898) 
Builders of Organs that embody 
in their design the highest ideals 


of tonal excellence, mechanical 
efficiency and dependability. 


Inquiries Invited 


Sensibly Priced 


GOWNS 
for the 
PULPIT and CHOIR 


When buying robes 
write to America’s 
oldest and largest 
manufacturer. 

Cotrell and Leonard Inc. 


Established 1832 
485 Broadway Albany, N.Y. 


CHRISTMAS SUPPLIES 


Have you inspected our 1935 line of 
printed and lithographed supplies for this 
Christmas season? 

It contains many items you’ll need — 
Christmas bulletins, announcement folders, 
collection envelopes, pastoral letters, calen- 
dars, pastor’s personal greeting cards, etc. 

Samples will be forwarded immediately 
upon request. No obligation, of course. 


THE WOOLVERTON PRINTING CO., 
Cedar Falls, lowa. 


Perhaps we can save you money on your next 
printing order. May we quote you? 
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Illustrations, Blackboard eran becca te aps, etc. 


FLEMING H. REVELL CO., 158 Fifth Ave., New York 


AYGHOIR GOWNS 


PULPIT VESTMENTS 


Hangings: Ornaments-Fringes-: 
-Furnishingsand Supplies- 
CATALOG. FREE ON REQUEST 


f rN gD al Pr 
MITE BOXNKS 
For Missionary and Special 
\ Offerings. Catalog free. Sam- 
} ples of various styles sent on 
receipt of 25 cents. 


Edwards Folding Box Co. 
Manufacturers of Folding 
Paper Boxes of All Kinds 
27 N. 6th St. 
PHILADELPHIA 
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ILLUSTRATED PORTFOLIO OF { 
NOTEWORTHY STAINED GLASS WINDOWS 
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} 


Pittsburgh Stainea Glass Studios 


( Warden and M‘Cartney Sts. Pittsburgh Pa. j 
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Hymns of the Christian Life 


Edited by Milton S. Littlefield, D.D. 
One of the best loved hymnals of 
all time. Over 100,000 copies sold 


Examination Copy on Request 


A.S.BARNES & CO., Publishers, 67 W. 44St., N. Y- 
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— Glasses 
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INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION SERVICE CO. 
Room 324 1701-1703 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia,Pa 
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BRONZED COPPER 
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return again? No answer comes from thee; 
hear only the echo of my own voice, soundin; 
under these stone arches. 


“Come now, then, O my soul, and let us g 
even unto Bethlehem. Come, O my soul, sou 
for whose redemption He became flesh an 
shed His blood on the Cross; let us kneel an: 
adore Him, here by this star which marks th 
spot where they laid Him. Perhaps the knee 
of shepherd or of wise man pressed this ver. 
rock that my knee now presses. Move over 
shepherds; move over, wise men from the east 
and make room for a sinner from the West 
Come, my soul, let us adore Him! 


“Thou ever-burning candle, strugglin; 
against the gloom, thou seemest to me the fi 
and beautiful symbol of Him who is the Ligh 
of this dark world. O Holy Light, let me no 
wander from thy clear and gentle shining t 
stumble on the steep paths in the dark nigh 
of this world’s sin. Shine, holy Light, till th 
day dawn and the day star arise in our hearts 
But hark! My Soul! what music is that? I 
seems as if it travelled from remotest worlds 
and yet so near to.me; so awful, and yet s 
tender, and so sweet; as if flung out for al 
creation, and yet, as if a song for me alone 
Now I know— it is the angels’ song. Great or 
gans, be mute! Stringed instruments, be still 
Choirs be silent! Waves of the ocean cease t 
thunder on your shores! Voice of the winc 
cease to sake the cedars of Lebanon! Let th 
whole earth be silent! Let the choirs of heave: 
be silent! Let troubled Hell, too, be silent 
The angels are singing! Hark, hark, my sou 
angelic choirs are singing, and the stars ar 
singing with them! Uriel, Michael, Gabrie 
Raphael—they are all there; God’s might 
angels, singing over a world’s redemptior 
Sing on; do not stop! I need thy saving mel 
ody. Sing on! sing on! Sing all the sorrow o 
the lost! Sing all the love of God! Sing all th 
dying agony of Christ. Sing all the weleom 
of heaven to one sinner that repenteth. Ye: 
glory to God; on the earth, peace! Yes, peac 
to my soul; peace, peace of forgiveness; peac 
of divine friendship; peace of heavenly, hate 
expelling love; peace of exultant hope! Whil 
I kneel before the Eternal Child, and becom 
a child again that I may enter into the King 
dom of Heaven, sing, heavenly creatures sing 
Glory to God; and to me, and to every pen 
tent sinner, peace! peace! peace!” 
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Christian’ Thinking= =o = eee 148 
Squires, Beulah Greene 

Dramatizads hymns eee = se eens G 
Staver, Harry W. 

Bunch of Everlastings____.__________ 355 

Rope Breaks, When the_____________ 621 


Still, Shirley Swetnam 
Church Night Programs, 48, 124, 194, 
262, 337, 404, 650, 706 
Stone, John Timothy 
Anothers Members s=setae 5 aoe at S4 
Mother’s Day_____ 
Needed Theme 
Swanson, I. J. 
Book Reviews, 54, 118, 196, 266, 330, 
400, 452, 489, 531, 580, 640, 700 


Easter "Outlinessco2 ee 251 

Lenten Sermon Outlines....._______ 178 
Thomas, J. Morriston 

Religion’s Recovery Program _______ 423 
Thwing, Charles F. 

Social! Truth and Dutys2---2.- = 501 
Vandermeer, W. H. 

Avy Callingi 2 S27 Sees eee 503 
Waldo, Warren P. 

Pulpit and Public Affairs________ nae aes 
Wallace, Emma Gary 

Congregational) Talent. = eee 469 

Raster ‘Lily Drama)inc.2.2224-== 187 

Rallying to Stay Rallied___.________ 504 

Thanksgiving Pageant__---___-__=__ 610 
Wells, George Frederick 

Ministerial Associations____________ 600 
Wilks, W. P. 

Mother: Sayings of Sages__________ 302 

Resurrection,. The2.2-<5--2525e-—.- 258 
Wood, George T. 

135. ERI AG ee 146 


Wordsworth, Walter 
Masic: \Carpet2sc-oe ee oo 
Sailing, Sailing-_____ 
Peanut, The Humble 
Zecher, L. 
JesussW bat Dom at heen ae 245 


TOPICAL INDEX OF SERMONS AND OUTLINES 


Account, A Good, Siegart__._-------- 176 
Age, Compensations of, Hutchison_--- 32 
Answer, The Best, Smith ------------- 30 
Artist’s Signature, Hoggarth___------- 175 
PwakesnSoul, Soatens = ea a= 37 
Better Rule, A (Commencement) 

Mag al) a 383 
Boy’s Heritage (Children’s Day) 

Vondane ee eee 384 
Brotherhood, Christian, Arms_---~----- 106 
Change, Challenge of, Banning-------- 103 
Christ, Body of, Cornett____---------- 479 


Christianity Depression-Proof, 

Ker cland ee ee ee eee 
Christ, Many-Sided___---_------- = 
Christmas Beatitude, A, Cherry-— 
Christmas Began, Shaver___--------~-- 
Christmas Joy, Shaver___------------- 
Christ of Bethany, Deberry_---------- 
Christ, What Think Ye of, Fletcher--- 31 
Citizenship, Four Square-_---------_-- 321 
Comfort Those Who Mourn, Kuenzli__174 
Commencement Sermon, Nabers------- 319 
Communion Cutlines, Hol#------------ 
Continuing Spirit (Pentecost), Cairns_389 
Corner of Thy Field, Macartney 620 
Sross, Inescapable, Nygaard_—--- 
Sross, The, Macartney—--------------- 
David, Man of Many Talents, Banning _566 
Yecision Day, Baird___--------------- 6 
Yevil’s Request, Hoggarth_----------- 
Yiscouraged, Are You, Macartney 
ivine Ally, Our, Russell__----------- 
Yoors Open, When, Braunstein_------- 


igypt, Flight From, C. L. R.---- 
induring Hardness (Outline) ~~~ 
‘thiopia, Man of, Nabers------------- 


Faith, Farther Reaches of, Shaver__---- 37 
Father Who Failed, Banning 
Feast, Let Us Keep, Neumann__- 
Forgive and Forget, Icei-=------— 


Freedom, Fight for, Carpenter_______- 442 
Friendship with Christ, Baird________- 623 
God in History, Macartney_---------- 570 
God’s Appointments____-------- Baa 08 
God True to Himself, Miller________--170 
God, Where Is Thy, Jordan__-_------- 626 


God With: Us i225 eee ee 
Good) Briday222-—— =a 

Good Friday, Swanson 
Gospel in Confused World, Kerr 
Go. to ‘Church; Why. 22 ee 
leact,) Surrender 0f-22 see s= == 


Holy, Weeks \Sallisos a ae ee 
How Much Owest Thou Lord, Smith__168 


Household of God, Taylor___--------- 322 
Jesus; (Series); ¢0lolPaes see eee 180 
Jesus, Called Christ, Zecher__--_------ 245 
Jesus Christ Forever, Macartney __----- 99 
Junior Pulpits-os=s——= === 39, 110, 175 
Labor, Dignity of, Frank__.---------- 517 
Lenton Sermon Outlines, Swanson___-- 178 
Life, Not Death, Dorrance___------_-- 248 
Life’s Need of Perspective 
(Commencement), Kirlin____------- 391 
Lure of Mountain (Baccalaureate), 
TTT eee tf poe EE ene 392 
Mother Companionship --.------..---- 321 
Motherhood, Challenge to, Allen_.----312 
Motherhood, Compensations of_-~-~-~- 321 
Mother’s Coronation Day__------------ 320 
Mothers, Yesterday, Today, Mattice__-_317 
New Day, Church For, Cushman__---- 35 
New Year Craft (Port Masters) __---~- 39 
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New Year Sermons (Children) ________ 39 
Old Well, Draught from, Poftter______438 
Outlines, Blanchard___---_______ _-108 
Outlines, Zvaws_..._....- eee ety S| 


Outlines, Sermon, Shaver____._________ 37 


Palm. ‘Suaday: oo. 2s ee 
Parables ss .oalisso— meee ae eee 
Peace Pattern, Clark__ 
Personal Question___ 
Placin gs Pmphas\seee ee eee 


Presence, Controlling, Curry_______-__ 244 
Regeneration, Lutber_.....--.---2--.. 172 
Religion of Our Times, Jordan____--_- 515 
Religion, What Expect of, Banning____481 
Rethinking Religion, McElroy_________440 
Rope Breaks, When, Sfaver____________ 621 


Secret, the Open, Banning__..________ 315 
Sermon Outlines, Hol¢___________ 109, 180 
Sermon Starters, Shaver__37, 253, 320, 394 
Seven Words, Swanson__._____________ 251 
Ship of Good Hope (New Year) ______ 40 
Ship of Memory (New Year) _________ 40 
Ship of Resolution (New Year) —-______ 40 


Salvation, Immutable = = 
Spirit, Works of--= = ena es 

Suffering, Uses of, Cadman 
Stewardship, Macartney_______________ 
Thank-You Man, Boyd__ 
Thanksgiving, Bowden 
Things Cannot Be Shaken, Macartney__170 


Trinity of Great Facts, Harkey_______ 167 

Triune God in Action (Trinity), 
MOneRLR SS oop ae aoe ee eS 388 

Victory, Arithmetic of, Magary_--____ $13 


Watch and Pray, Cornett_—-- = 
Word, the Engrafted, Egler 
Worship, Do We Really, Mattice 
Youth, svokevof,, Nabersssasaee sean 


INDEX OF SERMON ILLUSTRATIONS 


Achievements of Dreamers_-------~- 573 
Achievements of Today_ Eas2e. 
Adversity and Victory__-_--~- 2259 
Alexander Fortune $10,000,000_ _-184 
All Aboard! 2Ae so) oes oes See eee! 696 
America Justified Existence_________- 113 


American Mother 
Americans Need Pray 


Americans, Three Great_____________ 114 
Angle of! Repose__.2_-_.-.— _-258 
Angry and’ Sing--.2_=_.. Say ir) 
Anniversary (Thanksgiving) — 22635 


Appreciation Expressed —-526 
Arms, Makers of _____ 
Act dkeaches) Juessomsste =e ena I 
Australia’s Rock of Remembrance ___-631 
Author's “Courage 0.25 
AS Wayed hrough=-- 2 =-— = ee eee 


Battle osing Au 22 = See 
Beggars anda King! soe eee 
Being or Having= = see 
Benefactress —--_ 
Bethlehem’s Best_ 
Better Work_____ 
Bible, What’s In__ 
Birth of a Prince__ 
Books ee through 226 > ee eee 
Boyag onic. to) Mesa = ss en a ee 
Boys Became Leading Citizens 
Boysa Wasa Calm ee ee 
Brothers s2s. secs ek See te es 


Busy. 00s oa See ae eae 


Gables Heldigibys The=— =a 
Cat Does When on Fence____ 
Catechism, Religio-Social____________- 
Character- Analysts. eee 
Character and Reparation_____ 

Character Through Struggle 


Chief Wanted Screen ___ = sees = 574 
Childhood, Recollection_ 2323 
Child Nature_s2_.--- == 32399 
Children as Buffers________ _-398 
Children on Christmas Day_ ==693 
Children, Safe and Happy Bo695: 
Children’s Day Medicine_____________ 398 
Children’s Day Preparation___________399 
Children’s Day Question _ 398 
Christian Citizenship______ __485 


Christians, Consistent_____ _-697 
Christianity and Gladness : BES 75) 
Christians, Would-Be____________ 400 
Christ in Human Experience_________ 42 
(nse ey Riis 486 
Christ’s Cradle and Cross, Pattison__184 
Christmas), Anti-Bellum 9— =. 698 
Christmas Day in Battle_____________ 695 


Christmas, Eleanor’s_____ 
Christmas, Facing ___ 
Christmas, Legacy of 
Christmas, Message of_______________ 692 
Christmas, Sincere____ 
Ghristmas! Sociability— = sees ae = sees 
Christmas Tree, America’s__________ 
Church-Going Conscience__ 
Church, Purpose of_____ 
Citizenship, Catechism 


Comfort: see ess: eee 

Community, a Loying..-____________-_ 
Community, An Intelligent___ 

Community, A Paying ___ 

Community, Economical 
Community, Healthful ____ 
Community, Peaceable___ 
Community, Respectful_ 
Companion, Constant 
Compromising Results._______ 
Congo, Why He Went_ 


Gonsecration! of, |Gups ss ee 182 
Consistency asi Jewel_-— 400 
Consistent, Was This 574 
Contact! with God = ssn 574 


Contributions, Many Made 523 
Countries and Men__________ 
Country Mail Boxes (Poem) _ 
Courage area as ee a 
Courapesm NG wae nee a eee 

Courtesy of Husband 

Creative Power of Hand 
Greed/> for 099 5a Bee ee ee 
Cress in Gospel of John__ 
Daddy’s Promise 


Dana's, SUgeestiOn= eee 395 
Dead» Yet Speaketh.2--=----_.- 183 
Diary, Myx. --2--- este sean 696 


Did Chores First___~ 
Dist, Becomes) Masters--— see 


Easter’s, Promis@22- ees 2 29 === =o 256 
Eastertide : 
Electricity, “What 1822-25222 -— == 
Ended (Notio=e-— == 
Enemies Now Boy Scouts_ 
Enjoy the Sermon 
Eternal Day2252---22-5 
Eternity) [oo so 
Ethics or Business 
Evasive. “Wealth2.-22 2 222. ss 
Evolution of \Woman-=22== = ==—= == 
Face’ Turned. to) Me 22-23 =2e 
Faithful, Encourage The__~ 


Faith?s) Ancestors= === = es 
Faith Wins! = See ee ee 396 


Family History_____- Be 326 
Father, in Memory of____ =.694 
Father in White House___ 397. 


Father’s House, Freeman ___ 
Father’s “Memory_____-__== 
Father, Wanted to be Like____________ 397 
February, 5-220225) ee eee 
Finished Picture 
Fishing Fleet Escaped 
Flag: Day20s ee ee 
Flag, Loss Made Dear 
Flowers; Choked iby. -22==2 = 2 
Foes vot -Idealisms. 2-0 = eee, 
Forgetting Things_ 
Giant Despatr= oe 

Gipsy Heard Negroes Sing----~-_----- 575 
Give, Cut Meals to 


Gompassiouies === ee ae ees 
God’s Time___---- 
God, Unhurried___ 


Hannibal) Crossed Alpso = = naa 574 
Happy Old) “Woman - 2 ee 326 
Happy to Be Alive 


Marbor (Lights ss =e sae eee eee 237 
Hardened Eardrums_-_..-...-. ==. 576 
Helen Keller________ _116 
Heroes of War___ 632 
Hidden Treasure ____ ee ee 46 
Wold seDoeseltasee tan ae ee ene 


Holy Events] === 2 == 
Honor is Due, Where 
Hope: for “1935, Crafts. 44 
Humanus, Codex 
Hundred Dollars 
inearnation  .-bruth==2= ee eee 576 


Indignation of Statesmen_ E113 
Industrial Democracy__ _576 
Inspire One Student__.-_.._...__ 523 
Interlocking Motives_..________ _46 
Invitation Included_______ 695 
Jehovah’s Mouthpiece... 575 
Jesus,) Make Room forms 9-95 2 693 
Judasi miinees see eee 


Julyaeeeee ee 
Just a Fishing ___ 
Kingsof Kingso == = 

King Recognized Nurse __ 
King Would Play Game 
Kote ied iiby.eAncels == eae 
Laundress Guest________ 2 
Tavender: Gifts = eee ee ees 
Leadership, Why Support 
Leisure, Vacuous_________ 
Lent and Youth_ : 
Lenten Comfort__—_-_ 
Lenten Message, Phelan __ 
Lenten Prayers 
Lenten Virtues 


Liberty ce cee 
Uiberty Belle ee 
DifeSand' )Uoves saa oe nee 573 


Life Begins at Seventy__...______ 
Life, Incompleteness____ 
Leitoy Eikeva VElarncssse= seen 
Life’s Interpretations 


720 


Life Worth Living__-=.- => 6 
Lighthouse Days 

[incoln) (Poem) 22-225 eee ee 1 
Lincoln».and- Lees: 222532. 2 1 


Lincoln More than Partisan__ 
Lincoln | Pattent2t. 2-36 ae 
Lincoln Played Marbles =. 
Lincoln, the Man_------- 
Logics) Strange = eee 
Lord, ‘Speak About_228-2 = ae 1 


Making Breaches Bloom__------------ 5: 
Man, Great (Mystery. === =e 
Marriage, Happiness in_ 


Massage or Message..-.-_2_-_-- 6: 
Memorable -Sentence 23-225 — = se = = 3 
Memorial, Crimson Rose ____~ ee 


Memorial (Day= = == sac 
Memory, Day of=222 =) -2- = 
Memory Outlives Inscription 
Men’ “Meet, (Crists22-= eee 
Men Selected Carefully___-_----_____ 
Mental” Static=i{ 2. ee 
Message from Arctic.__ 
Moods “and Morals-.-__- = 
Mother Believed in Boys 
Mother, Experiences of___~ 
Mother, Gratitude for_--________-"___ 
Motherhood ——2-- 22222 ee 
Motherhood, Sacredness____ 
Mother-in=Waws) =] == see eee 
Mother, Keeping Faith with 
Mother, Kiss for Me-------- 
Mother, Loss of 
Mother-Love 222222522222 
Mother’s Congratulations __ 
Mother’s Memory—-------- 
Mother's! (Offerin's == === =e 
Mother, the Adjusters22 29 == ==aee= 
Mrs. Collidge and Her 
Mud” and Darkness!_= 2 = ee 
My ‘Rulevof (Lifes 
Myself and Others=2=) = =) ee 


National Ancthems.=. 22.55 =-- =e 
Now Is All We Have___ 
Now Weill Sing: [t=2== = ee 
Nurse Won Decoration 
Observation 
Ordeal, a Terrible ____ 
Outmoded Pulpitisms___ 
‘RalmiSunday. === ee 
Parable, AL. === 
Parables of Science 
Parental Solicitude 
Parents, Sportsmanship 
Patriotism, Constructives.- = o--eseee= 57 
Payment Voluntaryo. == o==eeee eee 44 
Peace, Heart of _______ 

Pecuniary Religion 
Pendulum Keeps Swinging ___--_______ 4 
Pensioning Old Gray _____ _-4 
People Came to God____ 
Reps Religions === 
Perfume of Violets____ 
Bioneers Day sae aes 
Poisonous) Plantae ee 


Prayer for the Ages _ i 
Prayer, in iNeed of ee eee 
Prayer-Pauses, Walue of 
Prayer, Quotations on ___ 
Prayer, Young Man’s_ 
Brayera OUth at =e 
Praying Community _______ 

Presence Will Not Pass 
Presidents, Two Outstanding il 
Prevention, Ounce of 
Puzzlene A a eee 
Re-Creation) oes s 
Religious Sleeping Sickness__ 
Religious, Why Are You ___ 
Resurrection, Wilks 
Rogers \Pastor=-= seen 
Rope-Stretching Morality_ 
Sacred), Money>, 2a. Saree eee 
Sacrificial Spirit 
Sad Negatives _____ 
Sculptor’s Christ 
Search Rewarded 
Shared the Strain __ 
Short-Sighted Eee ee ee a eS es, 
Simplicity, is) Costly =__ 16 se om 
Singer, A Wonderful (Saito) 
Singer, World’s Greatest 


mime It. Again-...___.- ee eres yi) 
Skylark Victim__ one en AAP 
Social Myopia... 
Story, An Interesting __ 
Strength in Unity_______ 
Student’s Vocation 
Bammer Liodiceans______._______.-___ 
Sven Hedlin’s Forerunners_ 
BEROON SUNDIISO She 


Swinging Lantern Saves Train____.___525 
Beapathetion Touch.--<5— 2-2-6 257 
Mepchers, Tribute ‘tocse--- 0222... 526 
Thanksgiving 


Tiredness Goes 
Treasure in Wood _____ 
Triumphant Faith _____ 2 REE ceed ayee 


Sxrumph of Transport__.._._______-__525 
Uniform, Wouldn’t Betray... 526 
moknown Soldiers 632 
Mintainted Solicitude__________________ 448 
War Does What to Nations.________ 631 
Beper Memories = 2 Re 328 
War, Surviving Twins____ <3 

Washington and Education___________114 
Washington, Facts for Youth _______117 


Washington, Great Man ___---_______113 


Washington in History 


Washington Ready—--___--. 114 
Washington's Literature... 1:4 
Washington’s Thoughtfulness z 114 


Washington, Tribute to 
When Will It Happen 

Whistling Natural Music 
White Hyacinth ____ : 
Window Worth 70,000 Lbs._ 
Witness or Weakness___ 
Woman’s Tribute ____ 
Women as Counsellors 

Wonder and Joy______ 
Words Brought Courage . 
Workers Want Wage Cut___ 


Youth and His Job __ 
Youth, Courage of 
Youth Revolts 


Youth’s Spectroscope-________ pa ee BE 
JUNIOR PULPIT 
Account, A Good, Siegart___________- 176 
Artist’s Signature, Hoggarth_______- 175 


Devil's Request, Hoggarth S76 
Bape,.'Ship. Offs. 22e0 2 eee 40 
Magic Carpet, Wordsworth_______-___ 111 
Memory) Shits 0 te sea ae eee a0) 
New Lear's: Grattan oe ee eee ee 
Peanut, The Humble, Wordsworth ___110 
Resolutions; sShip) ofssaeseo esas eee 40 
Sailing, Sailing, Wordsworth__._.______110 
Thank-You Man, Boyd__ Seas WIA 
DRAMA & PAGEANTRY 
Drama Returns to Church, Mason_____ 95 
Dramatized Hymns, Squires___________. 96 
Easter Lily, Wallace-Miller___________ 187 
Hymns Dramatized, Squires___________ 96 


Mother’s Day, Kirkland _______ 
Of No Importance, Speer_ 
Parade of Months 


Parade of Seasons 
Simeon’s Desire ___- 


ee VAS 
Thanksgiving, Wallace_______________ 610 
Washington-Lincoln Program _____ ___ 98 


METHODS OF CHURCH WORK 


mavent’ Devotions... .-...--.680 
MSdventure, Spiritual... 373 
Advertising the Church, McDonald, 21, 617 
Mmplifiers, Mebaffey_—--_____._____- 239 


Anniversary, Golden 
Announcements, How Write 
mippeal Wins Souls... _. 5 
Attaining the Heights 
Attendance Getter Sd ee ee 


Barleycorn on’ <CrialS== 


Beautifying the Church____ 
Belmont Plan, Nabers____ 
Bible Book Marks _______ 
Bible Cross Word Puzzles... 
ErivlemGarmessese meet ce a 
Bible Subjects for Lectures____ 
Bible Teaching, a New Venture 
Boy Who Couldn’t Carry Pack _____ 512 
Brotherhood Dayo 8 106 
Building the Sanctuary__230, 309, 381, 
436, 646. 
Bulletin Board Slogans__27, 98, 166, 238, 
308, 380, 432, 472, 507, 571, 619. 
Sandle-Light Services.._....-=----_-- 302 
mG & SS. Club 
Catalog Service 
Chair-Toting Service_______--_-. 
Chapel Dedicated to Children __- 
Children, Church Misses Millions______ 
Children’s Day----—---—= 
Children’s Day Pageant___ 
Children’s Day Registration — 
Chimes in Chicago Temple —___--_-_- 
Choir Members’ Letter__-____------_- 
Christ in Modern Art, Bailey 
Christ Means to Me, What 
evaristmas’ Folders=_—-°__.---2=.-—-—- 
Christmas Greetings 
Christmas Living Series..--..-----.-- 
Church Buildings, Conover__ 230, 309, 381, 
436, 646. 


Church Loyalty, Reisner_-____-_------- 232 
Church Plans, Reisner___-------- 299, 370 
@lerrcal (GarbL--_----—— 48, 118, 237, 434 
(odes Gome Home --_-=----__— Ee neh 
Gommencement —-=------—-___-_-= 


(ommunion Gard --s=———— 
Communion, Private, 
Contests for Classes_____-- 
Conversation, A-_--- 
Cradle Roll Day_----- 

Cradle Roll Party_---- 

@ross) Erected in’ East22=----— -—- 
Debt, Raising Church, Reisner 
December Schedule, Mattice------~---- 
Dedicating Children _---__----------- 
Dedication for Church Women 
Dedication of Flags, Wagner__-------- 
Degrees in College of Life._______--- 
Disciple Winning, Reisner__--------—- 
Dramas and Pageants_----~~- 236, 676 
Drama (Of No Importance) Speer _-- 29 


Duplicators and Their Use .__________ 22 
Duty, Commonplace == 235 
Easter” Floral ) Gross. 2 236 


Easter. ‘Offering =. oe) eae 
Easter Sunrise Service_______ 
Elephant Service, Monthly ___________ 474 
Etiquette, Ministers__________ 

Evangelism, (Christian__ 
Evangelist, Glad News_______ 
Evangelization Program 
Evergreen Problem --___ 
Every Member Canvass_____- 

Every Member Present________________2 
Expository Preaching _______ 

Family Night Exhibitions 
Hathers. Day. Ubhought- sss == 376 
Fault Finding Hour_____ 
Federal Housing Program_ 
Films to Your Own Liking ___________ 23 
Financial Recovery, Crawford ____- 


Binancial) Reportsos== == ae ee Tiss) 
Flag. Whe Made. 26 ee 375 
ollow-up ‘Gard—-2 === == pen 288 
Horeign, Languages_s- oe eee 237 
400th Anniversary of Bible _..______ 679 
rom "England === eee 652 
Funds for Churches, Reisner________- 431 
Godmothers Come Back to Life _____474 


Golden Anniversary 
Grace Moore Club______ 
Handywork of Children____________3 
Heaters, Wing Units for Churches ___ 684 
Melding mthes Lines === eae 
Home, Glimpse at a_----__ 
Immigration and Wage-Scale 
Importance, Of No (Drama), Speer __ 29 
Improvements Accomplished_-_-_--____ 91 
Information Exchange--28, 112, 161, 237 
Inventory, Spiritual__ 
Jesus, Description of__ 
Jesus, We Would See 
Join Church, How to, Fendrich _____ 681 
Nutie sci GCs eee 433 
June, Month of 
June Sermons in Annual 

Kong dope NCOh ea ae ee 
King of Hearts, The___ 


WaborbHas, Duty=- 2 —— a= _.509 
Labor Platform of the Bible _________509 
Labor Sunday Litany____- = 22509 
Lawrence in Arabia .______- eae433 
Layman in Church Work _---------- 299 
Wenten we Reading =e sass = eee 235 
Lenten Season__ 2 === 160) 
Denten. bhemeson 2 ee ee ae 234 
Letter to Members, Aurand _._________233 


Life, Love and Hope (Special Service) 475 
Life’s Symphony, Channing_-_------- 301 
Littlest Orphan, Sangster_____-------- 679 
Lord’s Questionnaire 
Martha’s Hands (Poem) —-_- 
Mastentpand less ase e ee 
Meditation for July- 
Membership Efforts_____- 
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Members, Letter to, Lindemann _______559 
Memorial Altarss22 22 = 2 5-3 
Memorral = Daya. = ane ee 
Memorial Service, LEveritt__ 

Men in the Church 


Missions, Masculine, Brown_ eer 
Money Raising, Ross____- = _-618 
Money, Raising deases= ase ae 237 
Months, Parade of (Watch Night)____30 
Mortgage Reduction..2-_.-2 91 
Mother, Sayings of Sages_________-__302 
Mothers Club ee. eee ee ee 373 
Mother’s Day Litany_-----_ _-300 
Mother’s Day, Thoughts for_ _-300 


Mother’s Memorial _____ £290 
Mother, Spell of__.___-- ~-300 
Mothers to Think About______________ 374 


Motion Pictures for Churchs, Hicks__24 
Music for Choir and Organ__54, 94, 156, 
240, 409, 380, 432, 477, 507, 562, 607, 
684 
Music Schools pte aa es 
National Recovery_______ 
New Spirit, New Church 
New Year, Begin Right, Lindemann ___21 
New ‘Year Resolutions__------__--__- 22 
Odd Texts 


Offering Solicitation 

Old Miah Benoe = ee eee eee nee 680 
Origin of Children’s Day S374 
Paging Twins, Triplets___ _433 
Paid Assistants, Reisner__ BEA 32) 
Paper Church Gets Action__ _-681 
Parable of Cranberry Sauce__ SIG 
Patents, How. to Handle. = =o = 91 
Ratish> (Paperio22 3 2 ee 435 
Pastoral) Gall, (Reisner2_- == 232 
Pastor’s Salesmanship Curbs Failure 510 
Pen sPictine, ons Christ === =e aeeeee 379 
Pentecost, Looking Forward _— _-303 
Pentecost. Season-=---==— = = ING 
Personal Enlistment__ .. 90 
Pledge Reminder ____ pee eos 
Power Linelss === = <= 365 
Prayer in Relation to Life __________ 434 
Prayer Meeting, Uninviting _________ 92 


Prayers, Reisner 
Preachers and Preaching 
T6S, 2385 527. 
Pulpit, Function offs —==— === 
Questions and Answers, Reisner 
Questions, Impertinent______________- % 
Rally Program -___---_ 
Rally Service, Regional __ 
Reconsecration Service-.__-_-___- 
Record, a Worthyo2.0-----— 9-455 
Records, Parish and Pastoral__ 
Reformation “Day. ---------2-—--e 
Remodeling, |Seasonue =s=aene== == —eee ae 
Retreat for Ministers ___. 


Return of Wise Man, eh on OD) 
Rewards for Service-----_-----.--__--619 
Rubbish Tip, from the-_.-_.....-...474 


RiraleLife. Books (Ona: — ee eeaennae 
Seasons, Parade of (Drama) 
September-December Calendar, Mattice_560 


Sermon Series, Winder___._.--------- 233 
Sermon, The, Marclay___---- _-617 
Singing, Congregational________ E299 
Sixty-Three Babies__-_____-____ --476 
Spiritual Refreshment____-__ _--160 
Stained Glass, Cummings_____ --436 
Stewardship Opportunity____ 558 
Sunday Evening Service____---___ 558, 614 
Sunday School Teachers__.___..__-.- 374 
Sunday siScrapy Booko<-2—- een 373 
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